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Kia ora,

This month the cover picture is from David Parsons

In this edition of Tawa News, you'll find the latest updates from our community board, local MPs, and

various community groups.

The 5 minutes with ...  this month is with Jenny Nelson. 

Please keep sending all your news, events, and pictures to newsletter@tawa.org.nz. We love seeing your

stories, especially those that celebrate our local residents.

We hope you will enjoy reading about all the good stuff that is happening in our vibrant community. 

Have a good weekend from us all at the Tawa Residents' Association. Our next meeting will be on Monday

10 August, at 7.30 pm at Tawa Squash Club. All welcome.

Monique and Tracey

Big thanks to WCC for continuous financial support with the Residents' Association administration costs!

Share Tweet Forward

See www.tawalink.com/newsletters.html for issues before 2022.

 See https://tawa.org.nz for recent issues.



SHORT NEWS AND EVENTS

Stock the Pantry

We are reaching out to ask for your support for our Annual Community Food

Drive, taking place on Saturday 1 August, 10.00am to 3.00pm, at New World

Tawa.

This important initiative is a collaboration between The Salvation Army Tawa, Inner

Wheel, and Rotary Club of Tawa, bringing our community together to support local
families and individuals facing hardship.

We would be deeply grateful if you could share this message with your members,
colleagues, friends, and community networks.

Food insecurity continues to affect far too many New Zealanders. Today, one in

three households experiences challenges accessing enough food, while the
cost of feeding a family of four has risen significantly in recent years. For many
families, putting food on the table has become an ongoing struggle.

On the day, we'll have our much-loved sausage sizzle, an enthusiastic team ready
to gratefully receive donations, plenty of smiles and hugs, and Tina from Making

Faces providing face painting for the children.

We gratefully welcome donations of:

Non-perishable food items
Canned foods
Pasta
Rice
Breakfast cereals (Weet-Bix, oats, etc.)
Long-lasting vegetables (potatoes, onions)
Female hygiene and period care products

Did you know?

Every month in New Zealand, an estimated 70,000 women and young people

struggle to access period care products. A lack of these essentials can affect
health, dignity, confidence, and participation in everyday life.

That is why we are also encouraging donations of female hygiene and period care

products, which are always in high demand and greatly appreciated by those who
receive them.

Every donation, no matter how small, makes a real difference. Together, we can help
ensure local families and young people have access to the essentials they need and
remind them that they are supported by a caring and compassionate community.

Thank you for helping us make a difference.



Tree of the year

WE'VE DONE IT, WELLINGTON! 

The votes are in, and Tawa's iconic Bucket Tree has officially been crowned New Zealand Tree of the Year

2026!

This quirky, much-loved landmark has stood proudly since the 1850s and has been shaped into its famous

upside-down bucket silhouette for well over a century. It's more than just a tree – it's a piece of Wellington

history, a local icon, and now it's officially the country's favourite tree.

This incredible win came thanks to an amazing community effort, with locals, schools, community groups

and supporters from across Aotearoa rallying behind one of Wellington's most recognisable landmarks.

A huge congratulations to everyone who voted and helped put Tawa on the national stage. This is such a

special recognition for a tree that has watched generations of Wellingtonians grow up around it.



Bird flu

CONSERVATION TAWA-H5N1 Bird Flu 

As reported in the media, the Wellington region has had 2 confirmed detections of the H5 bird flu.

If H5 bird flu becomes widespread in New Zealand’s wild bird population, it won’t be able to be

eradicated from wild birds or prevent them from continuing to spread the virus.

What can you do?

In rare cases, cats and dogs can get sick if they eat or interact with infected animals. To help protect

your pets from bird flu:

prevent wild birds from accessing your pet’s food and water

don’t let pets eat or touch sick or dead animals



keep dogs on a leash, especially near wild birds

keep cats indoors

If your pet gets sick after interacting with wild birds, keep them away from children and other

animals and contact your vet. 

The risk to human health is low. It remains rare for humans to be infected with H5 bird flu and it is

very unlikely to transmit from human to human. Chicken and eggs remain safe to eat and bird flu is

a very low risk to human health.

Keep your distance. Stay away from sick or dead wildlife. Keep pets away too.

Keep clean. Wash your hands and clean your gear after being outdoors.

Know when to report. If you see 3 or more sick or dead wild birds in a group, report it immediately to

the exotic pest and disease hotline on 0800 80 99 66 or online at report.mpi.govt.nz 

More information, on H5N1 bird flu and how to stay safe ,can be found here:

https://www.mpi.govt.nz/biosecurity/pest-and-disease-threats-to-new-zealand/animal-disease-threats-to-

new-zealand/high-pathogenicity-avian-influenza

Tawa Community Céilídh Fundraiser

Grab your friends, bring your partner, or come along solo for a fantastic night of music, laughter, dancing,

and community spirit.

Join us for a traditional ceilidh (pronounced "kay-lee") - a fun, social evening of group dancing where

everyone is welcome and no experience is needed. A caller will guide you through every dance, so you'll be

joining in within minutes.

More than just a great night out, every ticket helps support the redevelopment of Tawa Anglican Church's

new community facility. The new building will provide welcoming spaces for community groups, workshops,

meetings, support services, and emergency response needs for the people of Tawa and beyond.

Expect:



Live music and energetic ceilidh dancing

A relaxed and welcoming atmosphere

Plenty of laughs and new connections

A light supper included with your ticket

BYO drinks (including alcoholic & non-alcoholic or your choice)

A chance to support a project that will benefit the wider community for years to come

Whether you're looking for a unique date night, a fun evening with friends, or simply an opportunity to

connect with others, this is a night you won't want to miss.

� Ticket Information

Early Bird tickets are available until 15 July.

• Adult Early Bird: $39

• Adult General Admission (from 16 July): $43

• Child tickets (ages 10–17): $24

Please note: This event is designed for teens and adults. Children 10 and over are welcome to attend but

there will be no activities provided for younger children, and the evening is best suited to those aged 10 and

over.

Book early and save with Early Bird pricing.

Come dance, connect, and help build something that will serve our community for generations.

We'd love to see you there.

https://events.humanitix.com/ceilidh

Big Brothers Big Sisters

Friday 14 August 2026

Petone Club

Doors open: 6.30 am | Breakfast begins: 7.00 am

Every ticket purchased helps Big Brothers Big Sisters Wellington recruit, screen, train, and professionally

support volunteer mentors for children and young people who need a trusted adult in their corner. Right

now, boys across our region are waiting to be matched with a mentor, and your support will help us reduce

that waiting list.

Thanks to the incredible generosity of our supporters and local businesses, we have an exciting range of

auction and raffle prizes on offer, including:

A 3-month CityFitness membership

A Martinborough getaway

Quality tools and outdoor gear

Tickets to shows and experiences

Sports memorabilia and family activities

And many more fantastic prizes still being added.



We're also delighted to welcome Jason Buckley, as our guest speaker. Jason will share his inspiring

leadership journey and the importance of investing in young people and our communities.

Whether you're coming with whanau, friends, colleagues, or clients, it's a wonderful opportunity to enjoy

breakfast together while making a real difference for local young people.

Tickets are $70 per person or $630 for a table of 10.

If you'd like to join us, simply reply to this email or book your tickets here: Big Breakfast & Charity Auction

tickets

If you need us to send you an invoice, we would be happy to.

We'd love to see you there and appreciate your support in helping every young person have someone in

their corner.

Murder and Matters More Pressing

Tickets are now on sale for the World Premiere of Murder and Matters More Pressing, a hilarious

comedy-mystery packed with eccentric characters, outrageous misunderstandings, and plenty of twists and

turns.

Join us at the Linden Community Centre for an unforgettable night of laughter, intrigue, and theatrical

mayhem.

Please click here to access our press pack and posters



Daffodil Day

Campaign Details

Main Date: Friday, 28 August 2026

Street Appeal Dates: Thursday, 27 August to Saturday, 29 August 2026

Fresh Flower Orders: Orders for fresh daffodils close on 9 August 2026, priced at $50 for 40 stems

with delivery options available through the official Daffodil Day Website. [1, 2, 3]

How to Help

Volunteer: Sign up for a 2-hour street collection shift in your local community via groups like

Volunteering Auckland or regional Cancer Society branches.

Donate: Contributions fund free driving services for treatment, nursing support, and accommodation.

[1, 2, 3]

An Exciting New Community Facility for Tawa

Tawa Anglican church is where Anglicans gather to celebrate their faith, care for each other and play their

part in building a strong and resilient Tawa. Operating from a central, high-profile location on the corner of

Main Road and Lyndhurst Road, opposite the library, many community activities operate from the church

including pop-in for preschool children, exercise classes, mother’s group meetings, a vege co-op,

playgroups, craft groups and much more.

As the main church auditorium, annexe and hall aged they were no longer fit for purpose, past their useful

life and severely leaking. Necessary demolition has been carried out and the rebuild has begun to provide a

contemporary, safe, and inviting facility for the Tawa community.

The new building will offer: 

A 250 seat, multipurpose auditorium and separate 50 seat chapel

A large reception area with breakout room, suitable for meetings, exhibitions, and large group

activities

Modern bathroom and commercial kitchen facilities

Accessibility for wheelchair and pushchair users

Designation as a Community Emergency Resource Centre by WREMO

The redeveloped complex will be available to the community for a variety of activities, programmes, family

events and meetings. 



This work comes at a significant cost, estimated at $5.2 million. The church community are actively

fundraising and have raised $3.3 million so far with an additional $1.9 million needed to complete the

project. We need the help of our amazing community to reach this ambitious goal – you can help us cross

the finish line!

If you can help, want to know more or to talk to someone about the project, please contact Allan Davidson;

allan@allandavidson.nz, 027 304 7049.

Any donation, large or small is gratefully received and will help us get this much needed facility across the

line.

Donations can be made to:

TAWA LINDEN PAROCHIAL PROPERTY TRUST

Account 06-0501-0915225-01

Reference: Build Proj

Code: Your Name

Dying matters

Dying Matters Week 2026 September 7th-13th

Dying Matters Week was created by Go With Grace a free, independent New Zealand resource created to

support people in navigating dying, death, grief, and end-of-life planning.  Dying Matters Week connects

people across Aotearoa to start conversations in a safe space, learn from local experts and seek support to

plan for later life and end-of-life and to navigate grief and loss 

Dying Matters Week is focused on empowering people to make informed and meaningful decisions about

the future, both for themselves and for those they care about.  

We recognise that everyone’s perspectives, beliefs, and experiences are different, so we’ve created a range

of ways for people to connect with and explore this important topic. 

Events include an Expo at the Tawa Community Centre Hall on Saturday 12th September from

1.30-4.30pm, along with presentations across the wider Wellington region on a number of relevant subjects

related to End of Life services and resources. 

To find out more and register for events go to https://gowithgrace.nz/dyingmatters/wellington-events/



GOVERNANCE

From the Beehive

News from Hon. Barbara Edmonds MP for Mana

If you haven’t been following recent updates, this year’s General Election will be held on Saturday, 7

November, with advance voting open from Monday 26 October.

Our local teams have been visiting households across the new Kenepuru electorate, which replaces the

former Ōhariu electorate.

A few common themes have come up in conversations so far. Many people are feeling the impact of rising

living costs, and several residents were not yet aware of the new electorate boundaries. The new Kenepuru

electorate stretches from Papakowhai in the north to Johnsonville in the south and now includes all of Tawa.



There is also an important change to the enrolment process this year: voters must be enrolled by 25

October. Unlike the 2023 election, same-day enrolment will not be available. If you need to check or update

your details, or confirm which electorate you are in, please visit vote.nz.

If you would like to invite me to a community event or need assistance with an issue, you can contact me

at Barbara.Edmonds@parliament.govt.nz or reach my team on 04 237 9842

mana@parliament.govt.nz

From the Council

Kia ora Tawa,

Two key things to update you on this month from the council.

S. Tiaki Wai

The heavy rains over the weekend are a good reminder that for reporting any issues relating to water, these

no longer go to the council as of 1 July.

Tiaki Wai are responsible for all water services in the region including drinking, storm and sewage waters.

Report leaks or other incidents to Tiaki Wai on 0800 842 549 or via their website on https://

www.tiakiwai.co.nz/about-us/contact/report-an-issue. The WCC FixIt App no longer takes queries relating to

water.

2. Amalgamation

The government is amalgamating councils across New Zealand while abolishing regional councils. This will

be done via one of two methods; head start or backstop.

The head start process allows councils to create their own model in line with government guidance for

ministers to review over a 10 week period. There is no guarantee that government will accept a head start

proposal. Backstop will involve the government designing a model for our region with no expected input

from local councils.

All the councils in the Wellington Region from Horowhenua and Masterton south have been discussing a

head start proposal ahead of it needing to be submitted early August.

In the next update we'll be able to advise the outcome of these discussions. For now it's looking like a metro

council combining Wellington City, Porirua, Lower and Upper Hutt is the most likely option for our region

however there are still many discussions and council votes to be had.

Ngā mihi,

Andrea, Ben and Tony

Have a look at all the Wellington City Council projects and proposals that you can give feedback on. Find

them all here: https://www.letstalk.wellington.govt.nz



From the Tawa Community Board

Tawa Community Board update:

The Tawa Community Board has attended sessions to understand the work that Wellington City

Council has been doing on the Head Start Local Government Amalgamation requested by the

government. The Board will be making an oral submission on Wednesday 29 July. Tawa is in the

unique position of having already experienced significant local government reform, transitioning from

an independent borough to becoming part of Wellington City in 1989. We will be sharing the lessons

we have learned over nearly four decades and highlighting the importance of maintaining strong local

representation and community voices in any future governance arrangements.

The Community Board also made a submission to Metlink regarding the proposed merging of Routes

59 and 402. In our submission, we highlighted the importance of Route 59 as a key connection for

residents living on Tawa's hills and emphasised the need to increase the frequency of services during

peak times to better connect with the rail network. We also encouraged Metlink to promote the service

more widely so that residents are aware of the changes and understand how the service works. The

Board remains committed to advocating for accessible, reliable, and well-connected public transport

for our community.

Our next Board meeting is on Monday 17th August at 7pm. Our meetings are open to the public.

Find the upcoming meetings of the board here: https://wellington.govt.nz/your-council/meetings/committees/

tawa-community-board

Contact the board here: tawacommunityboard@wcc.govt.nz

Please report any Spicer Landfill odour complaints on the Porirua Government website, here: https://

poriruacity.govt.nz/services/rubbish-and-recycling/spicer-landfill/spicer-landfill-odour/landfill-odour-

complaint-form/?fbclid=IwAR3ferg_NetcTd31beBJd8Er73Uo4qPrb_B-BGlt-O83-QAcjiL0Hdy-Imo

If you see a water leak, please check here to find out if it has been reported yet: https://

www.wellingtonwater.co.nz/resources/maps/job-status-map/

If it is not visible on the map, you can report the leak here: https://services.wellington.govt.nz/report/

Community Police

Community Patrols Share Vehicles, Strengthen Local Safety

The Tawa and Wellington South Community Patrol teams recently came together to celebrate a practical

example of community spirit in action.

Earlier this year, Tawa Community Patrol took delivery of a new Mitsubishi Eclipse Hybrid, made possible

through support from Mexted Motors, Lottery New Zealand, Rotary, Lions, the Masonic Club, and the Tawa

Community Board. The new vehicle provides a more environmentally friendly and cost-effective way for

volunteers to continue supporting community safety.

Its arrival also created an opportunity. Tawa’s previous patrol vehicle, a 2016 Honda HR-V with around

97,000 kilometres on the clock, still had plenty of life left in it. At the same time, Wellington South

Community Patrol was preparing to retire its 2006 Toyota RAV4 after 13 years of service and more than



235,000 kilometers on the road.

In a generous gesture, Tawa Community Patrol gifted the Honda to the Wellington South team. The

handover was formalised by Justice of the Peace and former Rotary Club President, Pat Waite.

Tawa Community Patrol is also seeking new volunteers. Community-minded people who are interested in

supporting safer neighbourhoods, meeting new people, and giving back to their community are encouraged

to get involved. Volunteering offers valuable experience, lasting friendships, and the opportunity to make a

real difference close to home.





COMMUNITY SERVICES

Tawa Business Group

Taste of Tawa International Food Festival

The first Taste of Tawa International Food Festival was a huge success, with three-quarters of participating

eateries reporting an increase in customers, and 70% welcoming new customers who had never visited

before. Check out our blog for a more detailed report: Taste of Tawa International Food Festival Serves Up

Success in Its First Year

Be our Guest - Try Tawa – Winter Survey

Our final survey Try Tawa winter survey for the year is now open. We would love to hear which Tawa

businesses you visit, what good service means t to you and what you thought of the Taste of Tawa Food

Festival. Complete our short survey, and you’ll go in the draw to win $100 to spend at a Tawa-based

business of your choice.

Job Board

If you, a friend or family member is looking for a new job or change in career, check out our job board: Job

Vacancies in Tawa.  It is regularly updated with the latest job opportunities from local businesses and

volunteer organisations.

Love Local

Follow us on social media for all the latest news on new businesses and upcoming events:



Facebook: www.facebook.com/tawabusiness/

Instagram: www.instagram.com/tawa_business_group/

Citizens Advice Bureau

Thinking about guaranteeing someone’s loan?

Being a guarantor can be a big financial risk. If the borrower can’t make their repayments, you may have to

repay the loan yourself, including interest and any recovery costs. You could even lose assets if they’re

used as security.

Before agreeing, consider whether you could realistically take on the debt if needed. If not, it may be best

not to proceed.

It’s also important to understand why a guarantor is needed. The borrower may be seen as high-risk (for

example, due to poor credit history), which increases the chance you could end up paying.

Make sure you understand your rights and what you’re agreeing to. The guarantee must be in writing, and

you should check details such as:

how much you could be liable for

when you would have to pay

how long the guarantee lasts



Try to avoid open-ended (“all obligations”) guarantees or limit the amount if possible.

Finally, always get independent legal advice before signing. If you’re not comfortable with the risks, don’t

agree.

For more information, come and visit us at your local CAB in Johnsonville.

1 Frankmoore Avenue

Monday–Friday, 9.30am–3.30pm

Tawa Community Centre



Linden Community Centre

Kai Kitchen is Back Every Friday!



We are excited to announce that Kai Kitchen has resumed weekly and is now running every Friday at

12.30pm (except public holidays). This free community lunch is a wonderful opportunity to enjoy a delicious

three-course meal prepared by our amazing volunteers while connecting with others in the community.

Whether you are looking to meet your neighbours, make new friends or simply enjoy good food and great

conversation, everyone is welcome. Come along and experience the warmth of our community.

Bake & Connect Returns in August

Join us for Bake & Connect on 4 and 18 August from 9.30am to 11.30am. Learn new baking skills from

our talented volunteers and enjoy the treats together during morning tea.

Each session includes a social activity, which may feature community discussions, quizzes, current events

or guest speakers. It is a fun and friendly way to learn something new and connect with others. Check our

Facebook page for updates and more information.

Help Bring Linden Community Garden Back to Life

Our Linden Community Garden once played an important role in providing fresh vegetables for Kai

Kitchen and local households and we would love to see it thriving again. We are looking for more volunteers

to help with planting, growing and maintaining the garden. Our next Garden Meeting will be held

on Monday, 3 August 2026 at 10.00am at Linden Community Centre. Come along for a chat and help

shape the future of this community space. If you have spare seeds or seedlings to donate, we would greatly

appreciate your support.  For more information, contact Fieza on 021 429 184.

Let's work together, get our hands dirty and grow food for our community once again!

Tell Us What You Think

We want to hear from you. What would you like to see at Linden Community Centre? Perhaps it's a thriving

community garden, a warm and welcoming space to read and relax, more opportunities to connect with

others or something completely different.

The next time you're at the centre, take a few minutes to share your ideas on our Community Feedback

Board. Your thoughts, suggestions and feedback will help shape the future of Linden Community Centre

and ensure it continues to meet the needs of our community.

Every idea matters. Together, let's create a space that reflects the interests, aspirations and needs of the

people who call Linden home.

We look forward to hearing from you.







Community Education

Our Term 3 weekly courses began on Monday, 27 July, and some still have spaces available. Visit our

website to explore the full range of courses and find one that's right for you.

Our upcoming weekend workshops in August and September include:

Candle Making

Cheesemaking

Papermaking Using Native Plants

Printing

Self Defence

Beginner Sewing

Xero

Artificial Intelligence (AI)

Learn to Draw

Zentangle

Jewellery Making

Full course information is available on our website. Once you've chosen your course, simply complete the

online enrolment form to secure your place.



Tawa Library

Family History Month at Tawa Library

August is Family History Month, and Tawa Library is hosting two special Saturday morning music events

exploring the stories of migration, culture, and heritage through music.

Irish Fiddling – How Migration Shaped the Music - Sue on the fiddle

Saturday 15 August, 11.00–11.45am

Enjoy a light-hearted and musical romp through time showing how music has changed substantially in the

last 100 years, keeping step with the migration patterns of the Irish in the 19th and 20th centuries.

Airs, Graces and a Few Fair Relics of Scotland – Cello Compositions by Corrina

Saturday 22 August, 11.00–11.45am

Enjoy a fascinating musical journey with music from Italy, France and Germany, interspersed with dances

from Scotland and Jacobite songs, reflecting histories of travel, migration and cultural exchange.

Come along to explore the connections between family history, migration, and music through these

engaging performances.



Recreation Centre

Calling all emerging netballers 

Tawa Recreation Centre is introducing a NEW Netball Clinic, designed for children ages 10-13.

With focus on different core netball skills each session, players will build confidence, refine their technique,

and develop a stronger understanding of the game.

Wednesdays, 12 August-23 September



4pm-5pm at Tawa Rec Centre (located at Tawa College)

$58.20 for 6 weeks, or $13.30 for a casual drop-in session

Email Tawa.Rec@wcc.govt.nz with your interest or any questions, or click here to find out more: https://

wellington.govt.nz/.../school-aged-children...

Wellington Recreation

Centres ·stoneprdSo1m10a1u2i81924mg4lcgh91tla2lf40h3a33afi44aa1h429uh ·

Mixed Netball League starting up in Khandallah!

Kia ora Welly netballers!

We are excited to announce our new mixed netball league at Nairnville Recreation Centre (located in

Khandallah area). This league starts Monday 10 August and runs for 7 weeks until 21 September.

Details:

Monday nights, 7:30pm

$390 per team (no individual sign-ups at this time)

Max 3 males on court at any one time

To sign your team up, visit https://bookings.wellington.govt.nz/Team/430 or

email Nairnville.Rec@wcc.govt.nz

COMMUNITY ORGANISATIONS

Tawa Historical Society

Tawa Historical Society Incorporated 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING



Monday – 24 August 2026 

At 7.30pm  

Tawa Community Centre,  

5 Cambridge Terrace, Tawa.  

Members and potential members are invited to attend this meeting and to find out first-hand about the work

of the Society.  

At the Annual General Meeting we will review the past twelve months  and outline our plans for the year

ahead.  

We will then elect the officers for the 2026/2027 year.

Tawa Postcards

I have discussed postcards featuring Tawa previously in this column.

The attached one fell into my lap recently and deserves some comment if

only because of its novelty value and colourful image.

Dobbins Office Furniture used to be located in Wall Place, Linden. It

has moved on from there and is now located in Paraparaumu.

A phonecall to the company to enquire about the card's provenance

revealed that the office furniture business is still active. The garden

gnome sales were described as something of a side-hustle of the owner,

David Earl, with many poses in life and death available to purchase.

Perhaps you have one or more in your garden.



Tawa goes to Town

Rehearsals are under way for Tawa Goes To Town.  We have approximately 300 singers from the

Intermediate and Primary schools in Tawa.  These students sound amazing after only 3 practices together

at Tawa College on Wednesday afternoons.  

There are 56 dancers who started their rehearsals last Sunday afternoon, Dawn Chorus who rehearse at

8am on Fridays and the Community Choir of 96 who rehearse on Sunday afternoons.  Band rehearsals will

be added soon on Sunday evenings.  Tickets should be on sale by mid August - more about those next

month.   

Tawa Probus

Are you retired or semi-retired?

Come and join like-minded people at Tawa Probus Club.

The club meets on the third Monday of each month at 9.30am at the Tawa Bowling Club, Luckie Street,

Tawa.

Our next meeting will be held on Monday, 17 August, when our guest speaker will be Maxine Scheckter.

Maxine is a French-trained pastry chef who has worked in renowned restaurants and pâtisseries in

Wellington (Logan Brown), Paris (Gâteaux Thoumieux), and London (The Fat Duck and Sketch). She

now runs her own pastry school, Sugar Flour, and is the author of Pâtisserie Made Simple. In 2025, she

was named by Cuisine magazine as one of New Zealand's Top 50 Most Influential and Inspiring Women

in Food and Drink.

Visitors and prospective new members are warmly welcome.

te.



Tawa Rotary

Tawa Bookfair 

We are deeply grateful for everyone that came by our Book fair! 

With your generous donations and love for books - we raised $10,163.00.

And we sold each and every book.

Over 3000 books went into new homes.

This money goes back into the community for charitable and community focused projects.

From the team of Rotary Tawa: Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!

Would you like to see 1st hand what we do with this $ why not join us? Be part of the journey- become



a Rotarian.

 Besides we need you for next year’s Bookfair.

Save the Date - Meet the Candidates 

We are delighted to share that the Tawa community has asked Rotary to host

this year’s Meet the Candidates evening for the new Kenepuru Electorate, ahead of

the upcoming general election.

The event is planned for Tue, 13 October at 06.00 pm in Tawa, at the Tawa Bowling Club. 

As this is a brand-new electorate, it’s your chance to hear directly from those standing for election, and to

understand your vision, your priorities, and your hopes for the Kenepuru Electorate and for Aotearoa New

Zealand as a whole.

The evening will be moderated, and we are inviting local community leaders to

submit questions in advance.

Looking forward seeing many of you there. 

Quiz night 

Just when you think that’s it - one more!!!!

Rotary will host a Quiz night on Sun 27th September at Sprig and Fern!

Save the date! Take your wife (or husband- or BFF) on a date. 

Teams of 6. No team yet? no problem! We’ll have a casual team. 

More details to come! 





Tawa RSA

Games, Giggles & Glee!

Love playing games but don't have anyone to play with?

Come and join us for our Games Afternoon on:

Sunday, 16 August

3.00pm

Enjoy an afternoon of fun, friendship, and laughter, followed by homemade soup and buns to warm you up

before you head home.

Cost: $10 per person

We'd love to see you there!

Help Us Preserve Our History

We're putting together the history of the Tawa RSA, and we'd love your help.

If you have any photographs, newspaper clippings, memorabilia, or stories to share, we'd love to hear from

you. We can also arrange to record your memories and experiences for future generations.

Please contact us at tawa.rsa@xtra.co.nz if you have something you'd like to contribute.

Calling All Veterans

Have you served?

We're looking at how we can better connect with and support today's veterans. Whether you've recently left

the Defence Force or served many years ago, we're here for you.

You don't need to be a member of the RSA to access support or get in touch.

Contact us at tawa.rsa@xtra.co.nz or visit our Facebook page:

https://www.facebook.com/RSATawa





INTERESTS

Book Corner

It's all go this Maramawaru (August), so mark these dates in your diary!

The first ever Aotearoa NZ Children's Book Week runs from 15–21st, led by Read NZ Te Pou

Muramura.

A nationwide Read Along takes place at 11.00am on Monday 17th, featuring one of our local

favourites, Dazzlehands/Ringakōreko. Visit www.read-nz.org for more information.

On the 19th, the winners of the New Zealand Book Awards for Children and Young Adults will be

announced.

This Maramawaru we're highlighting one of my favourite styles of writing—the verse novel. An article on the

wonderful website Common Sense Media says:

“You don't have to be a poetry fan to get hooked on novels written in free verse. They attract many a

reader... with their knack for telling a story using few words in an engaging way. All that welcome white

space on the page can make reading seem more inviting. And even the grittiest topics can seem easier to

handle in this spare poetic form.”

The first pukapuka that truly hooked me was "What a Snail Knows" by Kathleen Apel, and I've almost

finished "Iris and Me" by Philippa Werry, an award-winning New Zealand young adult novel. Both have

drawn me back towards poetry, just in time for National Poetry Day on 28th.

I love this art form. It's remarkable how an author can put pen to paper and, with so few words, make you

think, feel, and imagine.

Ngā manaakitanga

Rowena and the team at Tawa Books and Post

https://www.tawabooksandpost.co.nz/collections/book-corner

Linden Market

Discover a variety of crafters, creators and stallholders at the monthly Market held at the Linden Community

Centre on the first Saturday of each month.

The next one is Saturday 1 August from 10am to 2pm.



All welcome. Free entry. Family friendly.

Household goods, new and repurposed goods, toys and more. 

https://www.eventfinda.co.nz/2026/linden-tawa-market/wellington

The Huddle

If you love quizzes, come along to The Huddle Sports Bar at 191 Main Road, Tawa (across the road from

Simon's Pharmacy) on the first Tuesday of each month for our newest Quiz Night!

Hosted by familiar quiz host and Tawa local, Hilary Taylor, the brain teasing starts at 7pm.

All the usual fun of a quiz PLUS one team will get to choose a specialist subject for next time.

Last time's team chose the subject of "Middle Earth", so we'll have a round all about that!

Book your team's table with the bar by calling 232-4763 or via Facebook.

https://www.eventfinda.co.nz/2026/quiz-night-at-the-huddle-sports-bar/wellington-region



Carolyn's Garden Corner

Looking at all the daffodils flowering about the place you could be forgiven for thinking spring has already

arrived. Then we wake up to mornings like today where everything is crispy white.

It was cold but what a gorgeous time to take a wander in your garden. The ice fairies have been at work

overnight and leaves and flowers alike have acquired beautiful lacy edges. If the plants are hardy, you

needn’t worry too much but if they are the delicate types they will unfortunately likely succumb to being

frozen.

Frost is a very rare occurrence in our hilltop garden but we do have a fabulous view over Redwood Park

which turns white a few times each winter.

Frost causes damage to plants in a few ways, extracellular freezing, intracellular freezing and vascular

damage. In the first instance water outside of the cells freezes and this draws water from within the cell

causing dehydration. When the moisture inside the cells freezes, it expands and ruptures the cell walls. Ice

blocks vascular channels so fluids and nutrients cannot move around freely thus further stressing the plant.

The worst damage of all comes if the sun reaches the foliage whilst the leaves and stems are still frozen.

As always prevention, with the use of mulches and covers on frosty nights, is better than cure. In the worst-

case scenario, you can help mitigate damage by gently sprinkling the foliage with water before the sun hits.

This slows the thawing process and gives cell a better chance of reabsorbing the melted water and

rehydrating. If the sun reaches the plant whilst the cells are still frozen the cells are more likely to rupture

under the sudden temperature rise.

In July we usually also experience a false spring with a period of gorgeous sunny weather and on still days

you can even feel some heat in the sun. It is lovely but don’t get carried away and think it is time to bring out

seed packets. In our environment the weather will soon quickly revert to gales, wet and cold and all your

hard work will be destroyed.



July sowing is a possibility indoors in northern climes but sadly here the temperatures will still be too cold to

support further plant growth even if you can germinate seeds indoors on a heat pad. There are always

some exceptions to this rule. Some seeds require cold stratification to break their dormancy so sowing

some trays of primulas, aquilegias, swan plants and larkspur in early August is worth a try. Anything else I

would recommend holding off until later in August. Later sown seedlings will always outdo their earlier sown

siblings.

I will be taking a break for a couple of months and hope to be back writing to you in October.

Happy gardening.

Find Carolyn's garden on Facebook here: https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100067872369384

Spring into Tawa

Be part of the magic behind Mexted Motors Spring into Tawa! 

Spring into Tawa wouldn't happen without our amazing volunteers - and we'd love to have you join us this

year!

 You don't need to give up your whole day. Even just one hour of your time can make a real difference.

Whether you're welcoming visitors, helping with activities, assisting stallholders, or keeping the day running

smoothly, you'll be part of a fantastic community event that brings thousands of people together.

 Why volunteer?

 Meet great people and make new friends.

 Give back to your local community.

 Gain experience at one of Wellington's biggest community festivals.

 Be part of the excitement behind the scenes.

 Know you've helped create an amazing day for thousands of visitors.

 New this year: Volunteer sign-ups and shift management are being powered by StallHub - Market

Management Platform NZ, making it easy to register, choose the shifts that suit you, and stay up to date

before the event.

 Whether you can spare one hour or several, every volunteer makes a difference.

 The registration link is in the comments. We'd love to have you on the team!

#SpringIntoTawa #Volunteer #LoveTawa #CommunitySpirit #BePartOfSomethingSpecial

Kowhai Therapeutic Services



Recently we have been thinking about assumptions, by which I mean the

assumptions people make about each other’s responses, attitudes, appearance—anything

really. Assumptions are often made in good faith, but might not be checked against reality

or evidence-tested. People often come to counselling wanting help with communication

difficulties. But when we explore what’s going on for them, we tend to discover that their

communication skills are good. Instead they are making assumptions and bringing them into

relationships—with friends, colleagues, family, and partners. Incorrect assumptions may not

lead to a dramatic blow-up, but can quietly erode trust while creating friction and

frustration.

How to avoid making assumptions:

 Treat unclear situations as an opportunity to ask a question. Don’t second guess.

 Test your assumptions: &quot;I&#39;m assuming X—is that right?&quot;.

 Separate observation from interpretation: &quot;She didn&#39;t respond&quot; vs. &quot;She is ignoring

me&quot;.

 Ask for feedback. If you’re not certain your interpretation is correct, be brave. Ask.

If you want help with communication, relationships, or anything else, we are here to help.

At Kōwhai Therapeutic Services on Main Road in Tawa you&#39;ll meet counsellors who can help

you make sense of problems, difficulties and dilemmas. Visit kowhaitherapeuticservices.com

to read more about us and book a free initial chat. You don&#39;t have to figure it out alone.

Mary Potter 

The Tawa Mary Potter  would love your good used quality donations 

Homewares 

DVDS

Clothing 

All needed.

Great to help those struggling this winter 

You can come around the back of the shop if your boot is full .

We are happy to help you unload 



SPORTS GROUPS

Tawa Bowling Club

Twilight Community Bowls Returns to Tawa This Summer!

Twilight Community Bowls will once again be held at the Tawa Bowling Club this summer.

The competition was such a success last summer that we're planning to run both a pre-Christmas league

and a post-Christmas league this season.

Proposed Dates (all Wednesdays)

Pre-Christmas League

28 October 2026

4 November

11 November

25 November

2 December

9 December

Post-Christmas League

27 January 2027

3 February

10 February

24 February



3 March

10 March

Competition Details

Format: Two-bowl triples

Two games played each evening

Cost: $7 per person, per evening

The entry fee includes a light supper served at the conclusion of play each evening.

A maximum of 16 teams will be accepted for each league.

All games will be played on our all-weather green, as shown in the photograph.

Please mark these dates in your diary. We would also appreciate it if you could share this information with

anyone who may be interested.

Entries and expressions of interest are now being accepted for the Pre-Christmas League, which begins

on Wednesday, 28 October 2026.

For further information or to register your team, please contact:

Graham Allnutt

Tawa Bowling Club

 027 339 6667

North City Cricket Club 

COME AND PLAY CRICKET

North City Cricket Club is delighted to announce that registrations for the 2026/27 season are now open for

both junior and senior cricket.

Whether you're picking up a bat for the first time or returning to the game, there's a place for you at North

City.



Our junior programme includes Year 1 SuperSmash, Years 5–8 softball and a wide range of hardball teams,

while our senior club will field five teams this season – three men's teams and two women's teams.

The season will start from October and go through to March/April.

For more information, reach out to North City Cricket Club via Facebook or Register here

Womens and Girls Cricket Open Day - Sunday 9 August

Come along to North City Cricket Club's Womens and Girls Cricket Open Day to learn more about

opportunities for girls aged 5+ to play cricket - girls only teams, mixed teams, hardball or softball cricket.

Cricket is a fantastic sport to play - it's fun, engaging and it helps build resilience, teamwork and patience. 

Now is an awesome time for girls and women to get into cricket - the pathways into senior and

representative cricket are stronger than they've ever been - and North City Cricket Club has produced more

than it's fair share of White Ferns (New Zealand's women's cricket team) and Wellington Blaze (Wellington

representative women's cricket team) players.

Come along on the day to learn more about the different options to get involved, participate in some fun

activities, learn some important cricket skills and meet some of our champion Wellington Blaze players.

There will be prizes to give away on the day to participants, a free sausage sizzle and awesome prize packs

up for grabs!

Sunday 9 August, 1.30pm - 4pm (come by for as long as you want in that time)

Linden Park, Gee Street, Tawa

Reserve date if needed due to weather  - Sunday 16 August

https://www.northcitycricketclub.co.nz





5 MINUTES WITH



Five Minutes with Jenny Nelson

Where were you born?

About 20km west of Johannesburg in South Africa.

Where did you grow up?

Florida, South Africa. Not quite on a gold mine, but very close. We often felt rockfalls underground which

feel very similar to earthquakes.

In what towns/cities have you lived over the years?

Florida, South Africa; 

Giyani, just on the fenceline of Kruger National Park. I lived there for only a year but it was a very interesting

experience. There was a bank but no ATM. When the bank installed an ATM there were so many people

standing around watching!

Whitby, New Zealand;

Tawa, New Zealand.

How long have you lived in Tawa?

We arrived in Whitby at the end of August 1997 and moved to Tawa in January 2001. We lived in the

‘keyhole’ on Woodman Drive for 22 years and were part of the Christmas lights every year. It was always

such fun to watch the children’s faces.

Where were you educated?

At primary and secondary schools in Florida, South Africa and at Johannesburg College of Education.



What about family?

I have two sons in their early 30s who both attended Tawa College and two beloved daughters-in-law. And

two grandcats. One son (and the grandcats) lives in Johnsonville and my other son lives in Singapore.

Work experience over the years:

Teaching at secondary schools in South Africa;

Lecturing at a Teacher’s Training College in Giyani;

Four years at National Bank, Wellington;

I teach Mathematics and Financial Capability at Tawa College. I started as a part-time teacher, then full-

time, now part-time again. This is my 23rd year there.

What do you like about Tawa?

The sense of community. How close it is to Wellington City and Kāpiti.

What are your interests and hobbies?

Papercraft, some knitting, my cat, going for a walk, baking and decorating cakes. I was president of the

Inner Wheel Club of Tawa for 2024/25 and 2025/26. Now vice-president of Tawa Probus.

Favourite sports team and/or sports person?

Any team where I know the players, so the White Ferns because I taught Jess [Kerr] and Georgia

[Plimmer]; otherwise I’m not particularly interested.

Favourite musical group and/or individual singer?

Very eclectic. I remember seeing Elton John on a wonderful summer evening at the Stadium.

What is your favourite holiday destination in New Zealand?

Top of the South Island, i.e. Momorangi Bay, Nelson. 

Outside of New Zealand: Rarotonga and Singapore (but the humidity gets to me!)

What accomplishments/ achievements in your life give you the most satisfaction/ pride?  

Raising my sons to be the fine young men that they are.

Seeing students that I’ve taught doing wonderful things with their lives.

Project managing the entire renovation of my house.

What are two or three interesting things about you that local people may not know?

I was chairperson of Mana Montessori when the new building at Endeavour Park was being built. I wasn’t in

paid employment at the time so I spent most days at the building site consulting with the project manager. 

I taught COBOL programming [an early computer programming language – Ed.] in the early 1980s.

There are two steam engines in South Africa that my father named for me. He was a steam enthusiast and

had a lot to do with restoration of steam engines (see photo below).

What are two or three things you would like to do in the next 5-10 years?

Sort out all my cupboards and loft storage and get rid of things that I don’t use or need!

Hopefully have some grandchildren. 

Anything else you would like to add?

I have foster baby elephants in Kenya and have been there to visit one (Sheldrick Wildlife Trust). SWT has



their nursery on the outskirts of Nairobi just inside Nairobi

National Park. They have three reintegration units in other parts of Kenya.  

Online research by Ed. – “Sheldrick Wildlife Trust is a leader in African wildlife conservation. Through its

Orphans’ Project, SWT has raised over 320 orphaned elephants and rhinos. When grown, each orphan is

reintegrated into a protected wilderness.” 

NEXT TRA MEETING

The Tawa Residents’ Association's monthly meetings are open to the public. Feel free to come along. We

are always open to new people joining the committee, helping out, or sharing ideas. 

We meet upstairs at the Tawa Squash Club on the second Monday every other month, at 7.30 p.m. The

next meeting is Monday 10 August

We look forward to meeting you!



Monique and Tracey
The Tawa Residents' Association
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