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Kia ora,

This month the cover picture is of the Porirua Stream, in Tawa, from Hilary Combes

In this edition of Tawa News, you'll find the latest updates from our community board, local MPs and various
community groups.

The 5 minutes with ... this month is with Michael Nestmann.

Please keep sending all your news, events and pictures to newsletter@tawa.org.nz. We love seeing your
stories, especially those that celebrate our local residents.

We hope you will enjoy reading about all the good stuff that is happening in our vibrant community.

Have a good weekend from us all at the Tawa Residents' Association. Our next meeting will be on Monday
12 October, at 7.30 pm at Tawa Squash Club. All welcome.

Monique

Big thanks to WCC for continuous financial support with the Residents' Association administration costs!

0O 6 0



® Share ® Tweet Forward

See www.tawalink.com/newsletters.html for issues before 2022.

See https://tawa.org.nz for recent issues.

Kia ora, wonderful readers of Tawa News,

When Malcolm Sparrow moved away from Tawa, | was very happy to rescue his newsletter and bring it
under the umbrella of the Tawa Residents’ Association.

| really enjoyed putting the newsletter together each month and connecting with all the wonderful, active
people in our community, who were keen to contribute to Tawa News. Over the years, it grew to include a
book corner, history corner, gardening section, news from the nurse, and much more.

| was also very lucky to have help from Lynne King, who would do the final read-through and editing before |
pressed the send button. Then Tracey Morton started helping with the emails and with putting the newsletter
together.

When | went on my long trip to Europe this year, to visit family and friends, | was incredibly grateful to Lynne
and Tracey for taking over and making the newsletter for you all while | was away.

Moving to the Wairarapa has been on my radar for a while, and recently we sold our beautiful home in Tawa
and bought another beautiful home in Carterton. Luckily, Lynne and Tracey will continue making Tawa News
for you. It would be wonderful, though, to find an extra helper to support them as well.

Thank you, amazing Tawa, for being such a warm and welcoming community, and for continuing to do all
the wonderful things that make this such a special part of Wellington.

Thank you for reading Tawa News and for all the lovely messages and feedback you have sent me over the
years. | have always appreciated them more than you know.

It has been a real pleasure being part of the Tawa community and bringing you Tawa News each month.
With warmest wishes,

Monique

Meet the Candidates 2026 - Kenepuru

Have your questions answered by the people seeking to represent in the Kenepuru electorate

Join us for a community election forum on Tuesday, 13 October at 6.00 pm at the Tawa Bowling Club.
As Kenepuru is a brand-new electorate, this is a unique opportunity to hear directly from candidates about
their vision, priorities and plans for our community.

The evening will be moderated and will feature questions submitted in advance by community leaders, as
well as questions from the audience on the night.

Whether you're passionate about local issues, curious about the future of the electorate, or simply want to
make an informed decision before voting, this promises to be an insightful and engaging event.

We're also looking for a moderator and someone to livestream the event.

If you have experience in either role, or know someone who would be a great fit, we'd love to hear from you.
This is a fantastic opportunity to help make an important community event accessible, engaging and
successful.

Please get in touch if you can help or can recommend someone who can. We look forward to hearing from
you.

To date, candidates from the Green Party, Labour Party, National Party, New Zealand First, and the
Opportunity Party (TOP) have confirmed their attendance.



Tawa Goes to Town

Tawa Goes to Town is our ‘uniquely TAWA’ music festival, taking place on 21 September at the Michael
Fowler Centre.

Thanks to support from Wellington City Council and our local community, ticket prices are lower than
they were in 2024:

e Adults: $26
o Children: $12
e Plus Ticketmaster fees

Tickets for this year’s event are available through Ticketmaster.

https://www.ticketmaster.co.nz/tawa-goes-to-town-tickets/artist/4638056

How Do You Know Which Way to Vote?

With the General Election coming up, you may be wondering how to decide which way to vote.

There are a number of websites and online tools that can help you explore the policies and priorities of the
different political parties and see which ones most closely align with your own views.

These tools can be a useful starting point for learning more about the issues that matter to you and
comparing the different parties before you cast your vote.

Here are some options to explore:

NZ Policy Hub — Compare Party Policies 2026 — Compare the major New Zealand parties’ policies
side by side on issues such as tax, housing, health, climate and education. The site describes itself as
a non-partisan resource.

NZ Policy Hub

Know Your Part — A free, non-partisan 2026 election policy tool that allows you to explore policy
priorities, party alignment and reality checks across the major parties.

Know Your Part

PartyMap — Compare NZ Party Policies 2026 — Compare what political parties have published on
different issues and review their public claims and supporting sources.

PartyMap

WhichParty NZ — A quick quiz covering a range of policy questions, allowing you to compare your
views with those of the major parties.

iSideWith NZ — An online political quiz that matches your views with New Zealand political parties
and candidates.

It's worth trying more than one tool, as each uses a different approach. Most importantly, take the time to
look at the parties’ actual policies and make up your own mind.

An informed vote is an important part of our democracy.
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Volunteer Coordinator — Jigsaw Library

The Jigsaw Library at Tawa Community Centre is looking for a friendly, organised volunteer to take on the
role of Volunteer Coordinator.

The role involves:

¢ Creating the volunteer roster once a year

o Keeping in touch with volunteers and answering questions

¢ Welcoming and training new volunteers

¢ Organising volunteer morning teas

¢ Organising tidy-up days

* Communicating with members of the public about jigsaw donations
e growing awareness of the Jigsaw Library

Most importantly, you'll need to love jigsaws!

It's a great opportunity to help keep our friendly Jigsaw Library running smoothly and connected with our
volunteers and the wider community.



Interested? We’d love to hear from you! Email Monique Lubberink at vibranttawa@gmail.com

A new bilingual picture book, Monarch Butterflies — Nga Kahuku, has been released by Nana’s Shed Books.

This latest book in the Nana’s Simple Science series follows the life cycle of the monarch butterfly and has
been illustrated by Jeanette Hawinkels (pictured), a Tawa resident, artist and trained teacher.

Itis her first time illustrating a children’s book, and publisher Marie Munro says her teaching background
helped bring the science to life and to visually interpret some complex biology in a way children can easily
understand.

Marie says the idea grew from the kind of everyday backyard discoveries many families will recognise -
children spotting caterpillars on swan plants and wanting to understand what happens next.

Monarch Butterflies — Nga Kahuku is available at bookshops and Welly Collective stores and online:
www.nanasshed.co.nz

The Tawa Residents’ Association recently sponsored a beautiful mural in the laneway between the
Community Centre and the main road, adding a splash of colour and creativity to our community.

With that project now complete, we're starting to think about where we could create our next mural —
and we’'d love to hear your ideas!

Do you have a suggestion for a wall, building or space in Tawa that could be transformed with a
mural?

Send your suggestions to vibrant.tawa@gmail.com. We’d love to hear from you!




News from Hon. Greg O'Connor MP for Ohariu
The General Election is nearly upon us, and we’ll soon see election signs appearing throughout Tawa.

The Electoral Commission conducts the elections, and its rules govern what can appear on election signs,
while local councils determine where and when the signs can be erected. The dates for displaying signs are
determined by how close we are to Election Day.

| find that people become more engaged once the signs start appearing, as it becomes hard to drive or walk
anywhere without seeing one!

While we live in a modern electronic age, where we are bombarded with advertising and messaging from
many different sources, research shows that election signs are still an important way for prospective
candidates to gain visibility and be noticed.

What is incredibly important, however, is being enrolled to vote. So, now is a good time to check that
everyone in your household who will be 18 on Election Day is enrolled to vote. Democracy is incredibly
important, and we all need to participate.

Finally, I'd like to pay tribute to our Takapi-Northern Ward Councillor, Tony Randle, who passed away
suddenly recently.

Tony was everything a good councillor should be: well-informed, competent, totally dedicated and
hardworking. He will be greatly missed.

greg.oconnor@parliament.govt.nz

We are absolutely devastated at the death of our colleague and friend, Councillor Tony Randle.

Tony was a diligent and dedicated local councillor, a passionate advocate for the Northern Suburbs, and
someone who cared deeply about the communities he represented. He brought a level of commitment,
knowledge and attention to detail to his work that was truly unmatched.

Around the Council table, Tony was someone who asked the difficult questions, paid attention to the detail
and always wanted to make sure that decisions were in the best interests of his community. He was a
strong and determined advocate for the Northern Suburbs, but above all, he was a person who genuinely
cared about people.

His loss is not only a tremendous blow for the Takapd/Northern Ward, but for Wellington as a whole. His
contribution to our city, his community and local government will be deeply missed.

For those of us who had the privilege of working alongside Tony, this loss is incredibly personal. We will
miss his friendship, his wisdom, his dry wit and the passion he brought to everything he did.

There simply are not the words to convey the grief and sadness we are all reeling with at this time. Our
thoughts are with Tony’s family, friends and all those who knew and loved him. We extend our deepest
condolences to them and hope they can find some comfort in knowing just how much Tony meant to his
community and colleagues.

Tony cared deeply about his local community, and his family have asked that, in lieu of flowers, donations
be made to the Johnsonville Community Trust, an organisation he cared deeply about.

Johnsonville Community Trust

Account: 02-0524-0103844-00

Reference: Tony

Rest in peace, Tony. You will be greatly missed and never forgotten.

Have a look at all the Wellington City Council projects and proposals that you can give feedback on. Find
them all here: https://www.letstalk.wellington.govt.nz

A Duty to Listen



As councillors, we attend countless meetings and read large volumes of papers. That is our job. Ultimately,
we must take responsibility for the decisions we make, and that means listening carefully to the expert
advice provided by officers and, when needed, challenging, questioning and debating that advice. If
something is not clear to us, it will not be clear to you, the ratepayers. So, we ask questions, we ask for
more information and we must always ask about risk.

Often our questions go beyond what is written, because we have been talking to people on the ground: you,
the community, who know the history, the environment, the taonga (treasures) the impacts and the lie of the
land. Last month fellow councillor Phil Rhodes and | met with a number of ratepayers outside formal
meetings to talk about a myriad of things - from harbours and rivers to buses and consents. These
conversations matter. Councillors are a bit like the proverbial bobby: we can’t be on every street corner, so
we rely on you telling us what’s happening.

At our recent Environment Committee meeting, residents from Newlands and Grenada Villages presented
on the proposed four-lane Petone—Grenada road and its impact on Seton Nossiter Park, Gilberd Bush
Reserve and long-standing community restoration projects. They noted that the Fast-Track process has a
“road-centric view — no alternative solutions” and “no right for community to submit to expert panel.” The
group were professional, clear, and solution-oriented.

Legally, Fast-Track panels may invite comments, but there is no automatic right for the public to lodge
submissions in the usual democratic way. For residents facing the loss of homes, nature and decades of
volunteer work, that feels gut-wrenching. And when public access is constrained, GWRC'’s voice becomes
even more important.

These residents reminded us that decisions made on paper impact on real places, with environmental
consequences. When democratic access narrows, the duty on elected representatives becomes heavier,
not lighter.

GWRC owe it to our communities to use our voices to speak up, to scrutinise and to protect what matters
and in this case challenge NZTA

The pause in the Petone—Grenada project gives the community precious time to be heard, and we must
ensure that time is not wasted. The regional council is unlikely to be in existence when, or if, this project
eventually proceeds - but there is every reason to ask the right questions now.

The Tawa Community Board has been following Wellington City Council’s work on the Government-
requested Head Start Local Government Amalgamation proposal. As Tawa experienced significant local
government reform when it became part of Wellington City in 1989, the Board has been sharing the lessons
learned over nearly four decades, particularly the importance of strong local representation and community
voices.

The Board also made a submission to Metlink on the proposed merging of Routes 59 and 402. We
highlighted the importance of Route 59 for residents living on Tawa’s hills and called for more frequent peak
services to improve connections with the rail network. We also encouraged better promotion of the service
so residents understand the changes and how it operates.

The Board is pleased that Sue Lum’s role has moved to the Urban Ecology team, with funding approved
through this year’s Annual Plan. We believe this will have positive benefits for Tawa’s community, including
students and local volunteers, as well as for our natural environment.

Find the upcoming meetings of the board here: https://wellington.govt.nz/your-council/meetings/committees/
tawa-community-board

Contact the board here: tawacommunityboard@wcc.govt.nz

Please report any Spicer Landfill odour complaints on the Porirua Government website, here: https://
poriruacity.govt.nz/services/rubbish-and-recycling/spicer-landfill/spicer-landfill-odour/landfill-odour-
complaint-form/?fbclid=IwAR3ferg_NetcTd31beBJd8Er73Uo4gPrb_B-BGIt-O83-QAcjiLOHdy-Imo

If you see a water leak, please check here to find out if it has been reported yet: https:/
www.wellingtonwater.co.nz/resources/maps/job-status-map/
If it is not visible on the map, you can report the leak here: https://services.wellington.govt.nz/report/




Click here to be taken to Age Concerns August newsletter

Well, Spring will be here soon (thank goodness) but it is not too late to get your flu vaccinations if you
haven't already. We have had a big burst of late onset flu this year and it is a great idea to be protected.
Also, did you know September is Aotearoa's Prostate and Gynaecological cancer awareness month? Are
you due for a smear (or self swab) or a prostate check? Get yourself down to the GP and up to date with
your checks!

Keep yourselves safe out there - Piper (RN)

Register to Vote

Throughout September, October and November, we will have an information station at the community
centre about the upcoming election.

Here you can find out about new electorates, early voting, registering to vote, overseas voting, working for
the election and much more. Come down, check it out, ask questions and learn more about the election.

During September and October, we will also host an election information station where you can check
your enrolment details, update your information and speak directly with an Electoral Commission employee.

This is a very useful one-stop shop for all your election questions and concerns. Come along to make sure
your details are correct and that you are enrolled before the 25 October deadline.

Te Wiki o Te Reo Maori Events
Celebrate Te Wiki o Te Reo Maori with us at Tawa Community Centre this year!

We will be hosting several fun and engaging Maori games and language activities throughout the week. Join
us to play Whare Whare, learn Maori with Rakau, and have a go at Taone Reo.

This week is all about celebrating and engaging with te reo Maori. Come along, give it a go and expand
your knowledge and confidence in te reo Maori.

Whare Whare will be played in the community centre’s drop-in space. It's similar to Bingo, but instead of
numbers, players mark off native animals using their Maori names. It's an engaging and fun way to learn
different animal names and practise your Maori.

Learning Maori with Rakau is a fun and engaging activity where you can learn how to count, learn the
colours and practise using them in sentences. It's a simple and enjoyable way for anyone to engage with te
reo Maori while building confidence and understanding.

Taone Reo is a fun game where you match Maori place names with their real-world locations on a map of
New Zealand. It's both fun and informative, helping you learn more about Aotearoa and te reo Maori.

School Holiday Events

During the school holidays, there will be open LEGO sessions in our main entrance/drop-in space every
day from 2:00 pm—4:00 pm. Children must have adult supervision. Come down to the community centre
and see what you can build!

We will also be hosting movie days for rangatahi, providing a warm place to chill out, watch a G-rated
movie and enjoy some popcorn. More details will be available soon, so keep an eye on the community
centre’s Facebook page.

During the upcoming school holidays, we also have an exciting opportunity for rangatahi to learn about our
community gardens and the important role worms play in them! If this sounds interesting, keep an eye on
the community centre’s Facebook page for more details closer to the date.

Every day from 2:00 pm—4:00 pm, come and hang out in our drop-in space, where a range of board games
will be available. It's a relaxed and cosy environment where you can play games with your kids, enjoy some
time with friends or make new ones. Children must be supervised while attending.

Dying Matters

The week beginning 7 September is Dying Matters Week, which aims to ensure people are well informed
about the care they need and the end-of-life choices they want.

During the week, there will be several free classes and workshops, culminating in a grand expo on 12
September.

The expo is open to everyone, with more than 20 stallholders providing support and information on
advance care planning, grief support, healing touch, hospice and community services, and much



more.

This is an amazing and important initiative for our community, so do come along and make the most of the
information and support available.

Forever Fit Classes affiliated with ACC Stronger for Longer programme
Fridays 9.30am

20 mins low cardio

10 mins light weights

10 mins balance and strength
5 mins stretch

Cost $10

Come along and give it a go
All equipment provided
Come and enjoy the fun
Leave feeling energised

~ Help Needed - Linden Community Garden &

The organisation that previously managed the Linden Community Garden is no longer able to assist with
its coordination, so we are looking for someone from the community to step into the role of Linden
Community Garden Co-ordinator.

If you have a passion for gardening, enjoy bringing people together, and would love to help keep this
wonderful community space growing, we'd love to hear from you! ©

If you're interested or would like to find out more, please contact the Linden Community Centre at:

@ lindencc@wcc.govt.nz

Come and help our community garden continue to grow!

Tawa Recreation Centre School Holiday Programme



Keep the tamariki busy these school holidays at Tawa Recreation Centre, running 28 September to 9
October.

We've got two weeks of themed activities, sports, games, arts and crafts, inflatables and special activity
days planned.

Programme hours: 8.30am-3.30pm
Aftercare available: until 5.30pm
Location: Tawa Recreation Centre, Tawa College, Duncan Street, Tawa

Spaces are limited, so bookings are recommended. View the programme and book online here: Wellington
City Council School Holiday Programmes. https://wellington.govt.nz/recreation/activities-for-kids/school-
holidays?utm_source=chatgpt.com

Absoluiely Positively
Wellington City Counc

e ke il Mha

Taylor Terrace

Sixty-eight years ago Taylor Terrace was a hive of activity as the houses, which today are well-established,

were under construction. Post-war construction that drove Tawa Flat's population growth had, by-and-large,
been on the valley floor. Developers had to move up the hillsides to find suitable land to build more houses

on to meet demand brought about by the improved transport links to Wellington city. The first 500 metres or
so of Taylor Terrace from the Duncan Street end are flat with houses being built above (left-hand side) and

below (right) the street-level in this August 1958 image which is in the Tawa Historical Society collection.

Like today, the hills at the south end of the valley were bare in 1958.

Are you interested in local history and contributing to its on-going recording and preservation? If so why not
join the Tawa Historical Society? People of all ages and with a range of ancient and modern skills are
needed to help keep our history alive.

Our membership application form can be found at https://tawahistory.org.nz/membership.html.




Conservation Tawa need your help!!

We are looking for community volunteers to help with our final planting session on 13 (Sunday) and 22
(Tuesday) September, at Woodburn Reserve. Meeting at 1pm junction of Takapu Rd and Woodman
Drive. Look out for our flag!!

Our aim is to plant a further 1000 trees, which will smash our previous planting record.

On Tuesday 25 August we have follow-up session at the Top of Forest of Tawa where we will be joined by
the Tawa College Environmental Group. We look forward to their assistance in restoring this area of forest

Follow us on Face Book if you would like to help keep Tawa Beautiful!

Here’s a summary of our planting efforts this winter:

On Sunday 9 August, despite the weather and a tree falling across the Main Road, five members of
Conservation Tawa and nine members of Tawa Scouts, including parents and leaders, planted 420 trees at
the Forest of Tawa. The scouts are working towards their ‘Better World-Conservation’ badge. It was
awesome to have two Tawa Community groups helping each other!!

This was our second main planting of the winter. In July the weather was better. Working alongside our
Conservation Tawa volunteers were members of the Kenepuru Green Party & Port Nicholson Rotary, to
plant 1282 trees in Caribbean Drive Reserve.




The fruit trees have recently been pruned by a volunteer, and one diseased tree has been removed.

The rubbish bin is regularly overflowing and can become quite smelly. Wellington City Council is aware of
the issue.

A flock of ducks has also moved into the garden. So far, they haven’t been causing any problems and are
not considered a nuisance.

Council has removed the dead trees from the front berm and left the mulch behind, which can be put to
good use in the garden.

At the moment, the garden is producing broccoli and yacon, with any extra produce being placed in the
community pantry for others in the community to enjoy. 8

You can find the garden at Coronation Park, Oxford Street. Follow them on Facebook for updates on the
working bees: https://www.facebook.com/tawacommunitygarden
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Probus Clubs - Who are these people having fun?

Why wait for the gold watch and retirement? Join Probus now and get the key to a whole raft of new
interests for free! This is a great opportunity to meet a host of new friends and enjoy similar interests in the
company of like-minded people.

Probus Clubs are a global organisation that started in the UK in 1965 and first came to New Zealand in
1974 with the Probus Club of Kapiti. The Tawa Club has been operating since 1995. Membership is open
to retirees or semi-retired people but not exclusive to those no longer employed. They meet as a club
monthly with an interesting and topical guest speaker. Outside those meetings we also have a small
number of smaller interest groups where you can get to know people whilst enjoying the fellowship of a
small group.

Our next monthly meeting is on Monday 21st September at the Tawa Bowling Club from 9.30am, where our
speaker will be Linda Hansen who is a local Titahi Bay based author of books for both adults and children,

fiction and nonfiction. Her books cover stories of real kids in real adventures; about teenagers finding their

true strengths as they respond to issues of the modern world, to stories about real-life humanitarianism and
environmental tragedies.

Her latest publication, Hidden Stories of Heroism for a Peaceful Planet, is nonfiction and brings together a
collection of heroes and heroines amongst New Zealand’s long involvement in peacekeeping who chose the
road less travelled and have argued for a world free of weapons, a world free of violence and a world of
justice, peace and sustainable development.

For further information contact Richard Herbert, Secretary, Tawa Probus, email herbert.r@xtra.co.nz.

Are you a business in and around Tawa and Linden, or the wider Wellington region, with staff aged 18-247?
Fast-track your future leaders by registering them for the Rotary Youth Leadership Awards (RYLA).

RYLA is an intensive leadership accelerator designed to transform young professionals aged 18-24 into confident,
strategic, and self-motivated decision-makers.

By investing in RYLA, your business gains immediate benefits. Participants will:



« Develop advanced public speaking skills

« Take greater initiative and develop proactive leadership skills
« Strengthen their management skills

« Build a valuable network of like-minded young professionals

What’s more, Rotary Tawa and many local Rotary clubs sponsor an attendee each year, helping support a remarkable
young person and boost their success early in their career.

RYLA — 13-17 January 2027 | Masterton
Take the first step towards developing your next superstar.
DON'T WAIT! APPLY TODAY!

Check out the RYLA application page: www.ryla9940.co.nz/

Quiz Night at the Sprig & Fern!

Get ready for a fun-filled evening of friendly competition, laughter and community spirit at our Quiz Night at the Sprig &
Fern, Tawa.

Gather your friends, family, colleagues and neighbours, put your knowledge to the test, and enjoy a great night out while
supporting an amazing local cause.

We're delighted to confirm that proceeds from the evening will go to WELLfed, an amazing local charity helping whanau get
ahead in life.

Whether you're a trivia champion or simply keen for a fun night out, everyone is welcome. Come along, enjoy the
atmosphere and support a great local cause!

7 Date: Sunday, 27 September
@ Time: 6:00 pm
@ Venue: Sprig & Fern, Tawa

Cost: $15 per person
Get your team together and save the date.
Booking & Payment

Email: john@jmc.net.nz
Bank details: 02 0552 0037039 05

Prize:
$25 Sprig and Fern vouchers to spend on the night for the first three teams to book and pay.

You don’t have a team? No worries- we'll have a social team ready.

See you there!

UMLEASHING YOUR
LEADERSHIP POTENTIAL
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Acupuncture for Veterans
Did you know acupuncture can support both mental and physical well-being?

It provides effective assistance for mental health concerns—such as PTSD, depression, and anxiety—as
well as physical challenges, including chronic pain and sleeping difficulties.

Acupuncture is an approved treatment by Veterans Affairs.
Programme Details

When:

Monthly sessions

Saturdays, 10am—12pm

From 19 September 2026 through to August 2027

Where:

Porirua RSA

5-7 McKillop Street
Porirua 5024

Format:
Relaxed group sessions
With up to 20 participants

Cost:
Free for veterans and one accompanying family member

Important Note:
Participants are requested to attend at least three sessions to ensure full benefit.

Upcoming events

Saturday 26 September ; Daylight Savings celebration
Check our facebook page for details closer to the time

THEIR FINAL GLOBAL GIG... RIGHT HERE IN TAWA! “

T
Tawa RSA on Saturday 3 October, 7-10pm! v II

Bar open from 4pm with music and dancing from 7pm.

Come along for their last performance together — featuring music from around the globe, plenty of



dancing, a few nibbles and beverages available from the bar.

Come along, have a dance, have a drink and help send these local international superstars off in

style! ﬁ{" b
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Tawa U3A is inviting its members to arrange a free Home Fire Safety Visit from Fire and Emergency New
Zealand (FENZ).

A trained firefighter or Risk Reduction Advisor can visit your home, help identify potential fire risks, and
check that your smoke alarms are working correctly. Members may also be eligible for a free smoke alarm
if they do not have one.

To arrange a visit, simply email FENZWellington@fireandemergency.nz, and Fire and Emergency NZ will
arrange a suitable time.

Some interesting courses and activities coming up include Health Issues, Current Affairs, a Piano
Recital, a Quiz, Reading Shakespeare and a lecture on the establishment of the modern State of
Israel.

Tawa U3A provides more than 40 different activities and courses each year and currently has more than
200 members. It is designed for people who are no longer working full-time and want to stay active,
continue learning, meet others and have lots of fun.

Membership is just $15 per year, so come along and see what you think!

For a full list of courses and activities, visit www.u3atawa.org.nz.



There was plenty of excitement in Maramawaru with the first ever Children’s Book Week, led by Read NZ Te
Pou Muramura. We had an awesome Nationwide Read Along with Dazzlehands/RingaKdreko (a personal
favourite), and the NZ Book Awards for Children and Young Adults, with very special wins for author Sacha
Cotter and illustrator Josh Morgan.

A Guide to Rocks won the Margaret Mahy Book of the Year after winning the BookHub Picture Book Award.
It also won the Wright Family Foundation Te Kura Pounamu Award for a Book Translated into Te Reo Maori
for He Taonga te Toka. These are the fourth books in Sacha and Josh’s collection — and yes, one is
Dazzlehands/RingaKareko! So, there was a rather enthusiastic book-lover moment at the Awards!

| also want to acknowledge all the winners and finalists: the amazing mahi, the talent and the way you come
together to celebrate each other. It’s inspiring! A very special evening for those of us who will never stopping
loving literature for tamariki and rangatahi!

Te Wiki o Te Reo Maori is this month. It's exciting when as a beginner in te reo Maori, | can spot a pattern:
Marama = moon or month, and waru = eight ... Maramawaru = August! Nga mihi nui, Te Aka!
(www.maoridictionary.co.nz)

Nga manaakitanga, all the best from

Rowena and the team at Tawa Books & Post

https://www.tawabooksandpost.co.nz/collections/book-corner

-

Maramaiwa..September

Mexted Motors Spring into Tawa is only six weeks away! ¥
Mark the date in your diary — Saturday 17 October, 10am-3pm.

The team is busy behind the scenes planning and preparing to make sure it’s a fantastic day, with plenty of
fun and entertainment for everyone to enjoy.

We'll have an amazing array of food, craft stalls and community stalls, along with FREE children’s
entertainment. New this year is our Rangatahi Area, with activities and entertainment especially for our
young people.

We can’t wait to see you there! @
& We still need volunteers.

Whether you can give us just one hour or the whole day, we’d love you to consider giving us some of
your time. Every volunteer makes a difference and helps us create a great event for our community.

Click here to register as a volunteer

Come along, get involved and help us Spring into Tawa! & @



M exhed Mapars S

Discover a variety of crafters, creators and stallholders at the monthly market held at the Linden Community
Centre on the first Saturday of the month.

The next one is Saturday 5 September from 10am to 1pm.

All welcome. Free entry. Family friendly.
Lots of amazing stalls, including household goods, new and repurposed goods, toys and more.

For more information, follow their Facebook page 'Linden Market'.

For enquiries, contact the team at lindenmarket26@gmail.com or message them via the Facebook event.

View a video of last month's markets

: @Lmden Comin
Centre, 10 L'rh:lier{L

If you love quizzes, come along to The Huddle Sports Bar at 191 Main Road, Tawa (across the road from
Simon's Pharmacy) on the first Tuesday of each month for our newest quiz night!

Hosted by familiar quiz host and Tawa local, Hilary Taylor, the brain teasing starts at 7pm.

All the usual fun of a quiz PLUS one team will get to choose a specialist subject for next time.

Last time's team chose the subject of "Marvel Comics", so if you are a Marvel fan, this is the ideal quiz
round for you!

Book your team's table with the bar by calling 232 4763 or via Facebook.



Twilight Community Bowls — Pre-Christmas

Following on from last month’s newsletter, we are now accepting entries for our Pre-Christmas Twilight
Bowils event, to be held at Tawa Bowling Club.

Games will start at 6:00 pm and finish at approximately 7:20 pm on Wednesdays, from 28 October to 9
December 2026. (There will be no games on 18 November.)

The tournament will be run as a two-bowl triples league, with two short games played each evening.

The cost is $21 per team ($7 per player) per week, which covers a light supper afterwards and occasional
spot prizes.

Flat-soled shoes must be worn, and bowls can be provided for anyone who does not have their own.
There will be coaches on hand to assist new bowlers, so don’t worry if you've never played before.
If you come along as an individual we can help you make up a team.

We also encourage people from other sporting codes to enter a team (or teams), particularly as many winter
sports are coming to the end of their seasons.

It's a great opportunity to ‘Have a Go’ at bowls for a few weeks in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere.
To register a team or make an enquiry, please contact:

Graham Allnutt
%, 027 339 6667

Come and play cricket at North City this summer

Summer is just around the corner, and registrations are now open for junior cricket at North City Cricket
Club.

Based at Linden Park in the heart of Tawa, North City provides cricket for around 170 local children each
summer, with options available for boys and girls from Year 1 through to Year 8.



For our youngest players, cricket is all about having fun, learning new skills and enjoying being part of a
team. As children progress through the grades, there are opportunities to play softball and hardball cricket,
with mixed and girls-only teams available.

North City is particularly focused on growing opportunities for girls to play cricket. We want every young
player to have a pathway through the club — from picking up a bat for the first time through to senior cricket
and beyond.

Most importantly, we're a community cricket club. Our junior programme is about much more than runs and
wickets. It's about getting kids active, building friendships and creating a lifelong connection with sport and
their local community.

Whether your child already loves cricket, has played another sport and wants to try something new, or has
never picked up a bat before, we'd love to welcome your family to North City.

The 2026/27 season gets underway in November, and registrations are open now.

Come and spend your summer with us at Linden Park!

https://www.northcitycricketclub.co.nz

NORTH CITY
CRICKET CLUB

PLAY JUNIOR CRICKET THIS SUMMER!

Register now via the PlayHQ link!






Five minutes with ... Michael Nestmann

Where were you born?
Wangen in Allgau, at the southern end of Germany, right next to the Austrian border (Bavaria).

Where did you grow up?
In my hometown, living directly opposite the town’s church. Naturally | became an altar boy and spend most
of my time there with people who are still friends to this day.

In what towns/cities have you lived in over the years?
| spent some years In Munich as a paramedic and also lived near Bremen (where famous town musicians
are from), taking a sabbatical year in a Franciscan monastery.

How long have you lived in Tawa?
Since 2022 — where we finally found our forever home.

Where were you educated?

| went to primary school until grade 9 and at the wish of my father left school aged 15 to get a “proper job”. |
later studied to be a paramedic and become a nurse. After | came to NZ, | undertook a postgraduate degree
in health science at Vic Uni.

What about family?
We are a blended family and are blessed (most days it feels) with four teenagers and a dog. My wife Caron,
originally from South Africa, and myself have some family overseas.

Work experience over the years:
My first job was an apprenticeship to become a lumberjack — a company both my opa (grandad) worked for
for 40 years and my dad a few years. | then became a paramedic (Germany had the conscription back



then) and moved five years later into nursing. | have been a nurse for 22 years and have so far 27 years of
working in healthcare.

Since 2021 | have been working for Health New Zealand and currently manage new Zealand’s assisted
dying service.

What do you like about Tawa?
Its people.

It is home to an incredible community that makes everyone feel welcome and connected. Tawa has retained
the charm of a wonderful small town, offering everything for which you could wish. The community is
vibrant, supportive and genuinely caring, making it easy to put down roots, build lasting friendships and truly
feel at home.

What would you like to see improved in Tawa?

The library and community centre have the potential to become the true heart of Tawa. We need to create a
“hub”, a modern shared community space, where people come together, strengthen connections, space for
learning, collaboration, and community life, meeting people and have a cuppa.

What are your interests and hobbies?
| am an avid reader and a hobby expert on Tolkien’s writing and works. | am also a huge fan of classical
music and enjoy a good homecooked meal (luckily Caron and | are both amazing cooks).

Favourite sports team(s)?
All Blacks and Bayern Munich.

Favourite musical group and/or individual singer?
Luciano Pavarotti — the greatest singer that ever lived.

What are your favourite holiday destinations in New Zealand? Marlborough Sounds, Abel Tasman and
Bay of Plenty.

What accomplishments/achievements in your life give you the most satisfaction/ pride?
Having built a home for our kids and finding a place In the Tawa community.

What are two or three interesting things about you that local people may not know?
| spent a year living in a monastery, an experience that taught me valuable lessons about life and personal
growth.

| am also a lifelong fan of The Lord of the Rings and have built a large collection of memorabilia, including
two swords.

My favourite volunteer role is being St. Nicholas for our family and friends. In Germany, St. Nicholas Day is
a major tradition celebrated on 5 December. | love keeping this special custom alive by showing up as St
Nick, telling the kids about their good deeds (and not so good ones). BTW I'm still taking bookings ...)

What are three things you would like to do in the next 10-20 years?Travel to Greece and Rome;

Visit the original Havana Social Club (aka Buenavista Social Club), a jazz bar in Havana, Cuba — a famous
movie was made about this in the 90s;

Learn how to smith a knife (or a sword).

Anything else you would like to add?

Moving to Tawa has become so much more than simply buying a family home. It was a decision that
changed our lives in ways we never imagined. From the moment we arrived, we felt welcomed into a
community filled with warmth, kindness and connection. The friendships I've built through Rotary, the
support of our wonderful neighbours, and the many families and friends we’ve come to know have made
Tawa truly special. Tawa is not just where | live, it is home.

The Tawa Residents’ Association's monthly meetings are open to the public. Feel free to come along. We
are always open to new people joining the committee, helping out, or sharing ideas.

We meet upstairs at the Tawa Squash Club on the second Monday every other month, at 7.30 p.m. The
next meeting is Monday 12 October.

We look forward to meeting you!
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