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Kia ora,

Welcome back to Tawa News in 2026! In this edition of Tawa News, you'll find the latest
updates from our community board, local MP, and various community groups.

The 5 minutes with ... this month is with Elizabeth Sutton. If you would like to volunteer for
Tawa News, we are looking for someone to coordinate the sports section, so get in touch if you
are interested in this.

Please keep sending all your news, events, and pictures to newsletter@tawa.org.nz. We love
seeing your stories, especially those that celebrate our local residents.

We hope you will enjoy reading about all the good stuff that is happening in our vibrant
community.

Have a good weekend from us all at the Tawa Residents' Association. Our next meeting will be
on Monday 13 April, at 7.30 pm at Tawa Squash Club. All welcome.

Monique

Big thanks to WCC for continuous financial support with the Residents' Association
administration costs!

See www.tawalink.com/newsletters.html for issues before 2022.
See https://tawa.org.nz for recent issues.

Celebrating our Community

Tawa Celebrates Its Spirit with Community Expo 2026
7 March 2026 — 9.30 am — 3.30 pm — Tawa Plaza

Tawa will come together on 7 March for the Tawa Community Expo 2026 — a vibrant showcase




of the groups, clubs and organisations that bring energy and heart to our suburb.

From volunteer teams and sports clubs to music ensembles, hobby groups and cultural
organisations, every group helps shape the welcoming community we call home. The expo
shines a light on that richness and invites all local groups to get involved.

At its heart, the event is about three simple things:
Connect people. Raise visibility. Strengthen our community.

Residents — new and long-established alike — will have the chance to discover what’s
happening in Tawa, meet the people behind local initiatives, and explore ways to participate
and belong.

Come along and celebrate the people who make Tawa what it is.
With a huge thank you to Tawa Rotary!

Tawa News connects old friends
A Newsletter Connection Reunites Old Friends

One of the lovely surprises of publishing a community newsletter is discovering the unexpected
connections it creates.

Recently, I received an email from a man in Queensland, Australia, who had formed a close
friendship many years ago with a Tawa local while working together in New Zealand. Over time,
they lost contact after computer issues resulted in lost details. Despite searching social media
on several occasions, he had been unable to reconnect.

He was therefore very pleased to spot photos in two of our 2025 newsletter editions featuring
his old friend, particularly noting his involvement in a local veterans’ support group —
something he said was entirely in keeping with his caring nature.

After receiving the message, I made a few local enquiries, and before long the two were back in
touch. Not long after the email was sent, a phone call was made, contact details were
exchanged, and a wonderful catch-up followed. They are now back in regular contact and hope
to see each other again in person in the near future.

It’s a small world — and sometimes a local newsletter helps make it even smaller.
Neighbours Day
A BBQ in your street in March?

Neighbours Aotearoa takes place throughout the entire month of March, encouraging New
Zealanders to connect with, celebrate, and strengthen their local communities. This annual
campaign promotes building resilient, friendly neighbourhoods through simple, locally driven
actions like hosting BBQs, shared meals or community catch-ups.

Many Tawa people will remember the years before COVID when former Cr Malcolm Sparrow
encouraged residents to hold a BBQ in their own street. This provided a means to get to better
know one’s neighbours and thus be able to provide a more resilient support network in times of
natural disaster or tragedy affecting Tawa or the wider Wellington region. We are also living in
an aging society and all of us will need help at some point. We got to 50 local street BBQ events
happening across Tawa in March. We can do it again!

However, the key to holding a street bbq is you; i.e. firstly someone who is prepared step up and
help co-ordinate such an event, and secondly the rest who are prepared to take time-out from
your busy days to meet up with neighbours and say hi.

Some further ideas for inspiration and motivation can be found on this WCC page and the
Neighbours Aotearoa website, and some tips from past Tawa events.

Come on Tawa. Help grow a resilient and supportive community together with your
neighbours. If you need any further help or advice or just to let us know when your street event
is planned please contact me.




Richard Herbert (herbert.r@xtra.co.nz)
Chair, Tawa Residents Association
With support from the Tawa Community Board

GOVERNANCE

From the Beehive

News from Hon. Barbara Edmonds MP for Mana
If you haven’t heard already, 2026 is an election year, and there are a couple of key changes you
should know about.

The rules have changed in relation to registering to vote. Unlike the last election, when you
could enrol and vote on the same day during the early voting period or on election day, this year
you must be enrolled by 25 October to vote. You can check whether you're enrolled

at www.vote.nz. If you need help, drop by my office at 12 Hagley Street, Porirua — my team has
enrolment forms on site.

The other key change is the new boundaries. Tawa was previously split between the Mana and
Ohariu electorates, largely falling under the Ohariu electorate. Under the new boundary
changes, much of the Ohariu and Mana electorates will merge to become Kenepuru. If you live
in Titahi Bay, Papakowhai, or anywhere south through to Johnsonville, you will come under
Kenepuru.

Greg O’Connor and I are still the Members of Parliament for Ohariu and Mana until the
election. I have been selected as the Labour Party candidate for the Kenepuru electorate. Greg
has signalled his intention to stand as a list MP in the Wellington region, so he won’t be far
away.

mana@parliament.govt.nz
From the Council

Moa Point

The failure at Moa Point is entirely unacceptable. While residents in Tawa are not connected to
the facility (our outfall goes to Titahi Bay), the environmental and financial consequences will
be felt by all Wellingtonians.

The Mayor and Government have agreed on the need for an independent inquiry to review the
roles and responsibilities of all parties — the Council, Wellington Water and the plant operator,
Veolia. We strongly support this action. At this stage, the cause of the failure remains unknown,
despite significant public speculation. The priority is to get the plant fixed as soon as possible.

Wellington Water is carrying out daily water testing at beaches across the south coast, and as a
Council we are working alongside it and Public Health to determine the next steps for public
access to beaches.

Rates increases and Tiaki Wai




This year you will receive an individual invoice for your water rates from the new regional water
entity, Tiaki Wai. In response, your Wellington City Council (WCC) rates bill will decrease by
approximately 20%. However, there is currently a budgeted 9.5% increase on this overall
reduced rate. The Revenue and Financial Value Working Group, which includes all three
Takapu councillors, has been working to reduce this level of increase.

A formal report will be presented to a Council committee in early March, with
recommendations to go out for public consultation.

Consultation on Spicer Landfill

Porirua City Council has commenced consultation with ratepayers about the future of Spicer
Landfill. The current landfill will close in 2030, and PCC is consulting on four options for future
waste management.

Consultation opens on 24 February and closes on 25 March. For more information, search
“Spicer Landfill consultation — tell us what you think” on the Porirua City Council website.

Petone to Grenada consultation

NZTA will be holding public meetings about the proposed Petone to Grenada Link Road. This is
an opportunity to meet the project team and ask questions. Meeting details are:

Saturday 14 March, 11.00am—-2.00pm
Tuesday 17 March, 4.00pm—7.00pm
Newlands Baptist Church

5 Horokiwi Road West, Newlands

Crs Ben McNulty, Andrea Compton and Tony Randle

Have a look at all the Wellington City Council projects and proposals that you can give feedback
on. Find them all here: https://www.letstalk.wellington.govt.nz

Proposed options for Spicer Landfill from 2030
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From the Regional Council
Flood resilience in Tawa

Tawa is a community that feels the impact of heavy rain quickly. Streams rise fast, catchments
are steep, and when storms arrive the effects can be immediate. As our climate becomes wetter
and more unpredictable, managing flood and hazard risks is becoming one of the most
important responsibilities across local government.

In the Tawa area, responsibilities are shared across councils. Wellington City Council manages
stormwater and most local streams and watercourses, including Takapt Stream and the upper
reaches of Porirua Stream. Porirua City Council takes over stormwater and local stream
responsibilities once Porirua Stream enters the Porirua City boundary. Across the whole
catchment, Greater Wellington Regional Council provides regional-scale hazard planning,
environmental regulation, and flood protection where formal schemes exist. As regional
councillors, we cover the full Porirua Stream system from the headwaters in Takapu Valley
through to the harbour.

When these roles are clear and well coordinated, communities are safer. When they aren’t, the
impacts are felt quickly on the ground.

Greater Wellington recently submitted on the Hazard Management Bill, which sits alongside
the wider Resource Management Act replacement programme. Together, these reforms aim to
clarify responsibilities, strengthen alignment across agencies, and ensure hazards are managed
proactively rather than after the fact. I also made a personal submission, emphasising how
important it is for communities to know who is responsible for what before disasters happen.
Too often, people assume hazards won'’t affect them, yet across New Zealand homes, roads and
infrastructure sit directly in the path of known risks. Recent severe weather events and the
tragic slip in Tauranga bring this sharply into focus.

Both local and central government have a duty to reduce those risks wherever possible. Clear
responsibilities are essential for prevention and preparedness. That’s why I feel strongly about
improving how we manage hazards, and why I've raised these issues directly in my submission.

I recently met with council officers to discuss what more we can do in the Tawa area, which is
particularly vulnerable to flooding. Officers are already considering the future of the 45-year-
old Watercourse Agreement and how it will interact with new legislation and the formation of
Tiaki Wai, the new water services entity that will replace Wellington Water. As these reforms
progress, clarity of responsibilities will be essential for both councils.

This is essential work for local government as we prepare for a future where climate-driven
hazards will only increase.

A 45-year-old agreement certainly needs a review. Much has changed in the intervening years.




Claire Johnstone
From the Tawa Community Board
Tawa Community Board update:

Last Saturday, members of the Tawa Community Board attended the opening and blessing of
the new community garden beds at Coronation Park. A huge thanks to the community garden
volunteers for their work. We look forward to holding a stall this Saturday at the Tawa Expo at
the Plaza. We will be there from 9.30 am to 3.00 pm.

We can report that the Linden public toilets outside the Linden Community Centre are nearly
ready to open to the public. Board member Carla Bates is hosting a climate adaptation
workshop on Saturday 21 March. More information can be found elsewhere in this newsletter.
We are glad to continue sponsoring Rotary’s Concert in the Park and hope to see many of you
there on Sunday 22 March.

Porirua City Council is seeking feedback on the future of Spicer Landfill and waste options, and
we encourage the community to share their views. https://poriruacity.govt.nz/your-council /
news/public-notices/spicer-landfill-consultation-public-notice/

The Tawa Community Board’s first meeting for 2026 fell on the day of the storm, so it was
unfortunately cancelled. Our first meeting will now be on Monday 16 March at 7 pm at the Tawa
Community Centre. All are welcome.

Find the upcoming meetings of the board here: https://wellington.govt.nz/your-council /

Contact the board here: tawacommunityboard @wcc.govt.nz

Please report any Spicer Landfill odour complaints on the Porirua Government website,

here: https://poriruacity.govt.nz/services/rubbish-and-recycling/spicer-landfill /spicer-landfill-
odour/landfill-odour-complaint-form/?fbclid=IwAR3ferg NetcTd31beBJd8Er73Uo4qPrb_B-

If you see a water leak, please check here to find out if it has been reported yet: https://
www.wellingtonwater.co.nz/resources/maps/job-status-map/

If it is not visible on the map, you can report the leak here: https://services.wellington.govt.nz/
report/

COMMUNITY SERVICES

Tawa Business Group

Be Our Guest - Try Tawa

A big thank you to everyone who took part in our Summer Be Our Guest - Try Tawa

survey. Your feedback gives us valuable insight into how our community is shopping locally and
helps shape how we promote and support Tawa businesses throughout the year.

We've shared the key findings in our latest blog, including what drives people to shop locally,
which sectors are seeing the most engagement, and the businesses that received outstanding
service mentions. Take a read here: Be our Guest - Try Tawa: Summer Survey Lessons Learned
The Autumn Survey is Now Live

We’re now running our Autumn edition of the Be Our Guest - Try Tawa survey, with a fresh set
of questions - including a focus on renovation spending and awareness of specialist services.

If you completed the summer survey, we’d still love you to take part again. It only takes around
five minutes, and you’ll go in the draw to win $100 to spend at a Tawa business of your

choice. Have your say here: Be our Guest - Try Tawa (Autumn Edition) | Tawa Business Group

Job Board
Our Job Board is regularly updated with current vacancies across Tawa. If you’re looking for
your next opportunity (or know someone who is) take a look: Job Vacancies in Tawa

Love Local




You can stay up to date with local business news, events and opportunities by following us on
social media:

Facebook: www.facebook.com/tawabusiness/

Instagram: www.instagram.com/tawa_business_group/

LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/in/tawa-business-improvement-district-bid-87a9a0288/

Community Police

Cyber-crime
There is an increasing trend in cybercrime in our community, so here are a few tips to help keep
you safe:

Sharing sensitive information — including passwords, IP (Internet Protocol) addresses or
personal details — is not advised.

If someone calls claiming to be your bank, hang up and call your bank using the number listed
on your statements or on its official website (not the number the caller provides).

Facebook Marketplace

This can be a great place to trade items and pick up a bargain. However, when it comes to
payment, it is best to pay on collection at a mutually convenient location in a public place.

Trade Me is a well-established company with strong internal security, so fraudulent activity is
rare.

In summary, keep your passwords secure and stay safe.
Community Policing
Tawa Community Centre

Free Fabric Swap
The Fabric Swap at the Tawa Community Centre will return on:

Wed March 18 10.30 am-12 pm
Sat June 6 10.30 am-12 pm
Wed 2 Sep 10.30 am-12 pm
Sat 28 Nov 10.30 am-12 pm

Feel free to come along and check out our supply of fabric for your new project. A sewing
machine is available to use at the centre. Accompanied by tea and biscuits.

E-Waste Collection Day
The E-Waste collection is on Wednesday 1 April at the Tawa Community Centre from 10 am-1




pm.

Drop off your unwanted devices and appliances for FREE recycling. These include but not
limited to: computer equipment, power tools, audio equipment, cords and plugs, household
appliances such as toasters, heaters, microwaves, vacuum cleaners etc.

THEY DO NOT ACCEPT whiteware, dehumidifiers and or tv/monitor screens.
Jigsaw Library

Just a reminder that the Jigsaw Library also has a large selection of jigsaws suitable for children
of all ages.

You can access the Jigsaw Library in the Tawa Community Centre during their regular opening
hours.

On Thursday morning a friendly volunteer is also available to help you from 10.00 am until
12.00 pm.

Community Education

Busy start to term 1

We are off to a busy start in Term 1, with just over 400 people attending our weekly classes. We
still have a couple of four-week courses about to begin, as well as some weekend workshops
with places available. You can find course details and enrol by following the links.

Starting on Tuesday 10 March: Fun With Flowers, Future Proofing Your Home, Growing
Healthy Eaters, Italian Cooking 2 and on Thursday 12 March, Vietnamese Cooking.

Weekend workshops are generally one day courses. Classes with places available are: Indian
Cooking, Zentangle, Xero Basics, Art: Learn to Draw, Canva, Landlords
Masterclass, Jewellery and Sew a Skirt

Left: Zentangle is a relaxing and easy to follow step-by-step drawing method where everyone
makes amazing art, even if you think you can't draw!
Right: Manjula Patel tutoring her tasty Indian food class!

Tawa Library
Celebrating Wellington Pride at Waitohi and Mervyn Kemp Tawa Libraries

This March, Waitohi and Mervyn Kemp Tawa Libraries are proudly celebrating rainbow
communities with inclusive and family-friendly programmes. Join us for a vibrant line-up of
events for all ages that spotlight LGBTQIA+ voices and stories from 6—20 March 2026.
There is something for everyone to explore, learn and celebrate diversity. Come along to
connect, create and show your colours — because everyone belongs at the library.

For more information, check our events listing at https://wellingtoncitylibraries.trumba.com/




COMMUNITY ORGANISATIONS
Tawa Historical Society
History Corner - Storm Warning

I think I've commented on this forum before that yesterday (or in this case, last week) is history.
Don't forget to record the ordinary or even the special events as they may not repeat again and
form part of our collective memories of life in Tawa.

Last weekend while out for a walk I recorded some of the storm damage from the previous week
(of which there was plenty to see around the place). The image concerned is in Grasslees Park
and features a potential new bridge across the Porirua stream for the brave or foolhardy created
by the blowing over of one of the gum (?) trees on the western bank in the storm of Monday 16
February.

I expect the evidence will be removed before too long and the scene will return to normal, but in
the meantime here's a reminder of the storm's ferocity.

David Parsons, Chairman Tawa Historical Society

Friends of Tawa Bush Reserves
Make Tawa Kiwi-Ready

Tawa’s conservation group, the Friends of Tawa Bush Reserves (https://tawabush.org.nz/), has
welcomed the appearance of improved dog-control signage at some of our native bush reserves.
The Friends have been asking for this for some time and hope that WCC will also improve
signage at other reserves. The new signs have been spurred by kiwi spreading north as part of
the Capital Kiwi project. (https://www.capitalkiwi.co.nz/). The successful spread of kiwi and
the harm dogs can cause was highlighted last year when a kiwi was found in Titahi Bay —
unfortunately, it had been killed by a dog.

But it’s not just kiwi that need you to keep your dog on a leash. Young children can be terrified
by dogs running free, especially when encountered on narrow bush tracks. Other wildlife is
vulnerable to dogs — we won’t see ground-feeding birds like robins re-establish while they are
prey to dogs and cats, along with lizards and other wildlife.

For the safety of your dog, keep it away from baits placed for rats, possums and stoats to protect
bird life from predation. Bait stations are placed away from tracks and out of reach, but dogs
need to be prevented from scavenging poisoned pest species or baits they have disturbed. See
the poison-warning signs at the entrance to bush reserves.

So please, help make Tawa kiwi-ready and protect wildlife and other bush users — especially




children — by keeping your dog on a leash in our bush reserves.
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Willowbank Reserve Care Group
Storm Damage in Willowbank Reserve

There was extensive damage to Willowbank Reserve after the big southerly storm of 15/16
February 2026. Gusts of 193 km/h were recorded on Mt Kaukau. This was the most damaging
storm in Wellington since the major storm in 2013. In that storm, large pine trees came down
in the reserve between Takapu Road and Takapu Stream, and across to Taylor Terrace.

In the recent storm, a large poplar (cottonwood) tree came down across the path towards
Takapu Station and brought down other trees and branches with it. Fortunately, the new
playground was not damaged. Several large trees have also come down below the toilet block
and across Porirua Stream. Branches were strewn throughout the park. A large old willow tree
has fallen by Takapu Stream at the far end of the reserve.

Our group reported all this damage to Wellington City Council (WCC) and Greater Wellington
Regional Council (GWRC). WCC has now cleared the trees from the path and removed and
mulched the branches, and GWRC has removed the trees from across the stream. Thanks to
WCC and GWRC for clearing these promptly. It was a big clean-up job, with damage in many
parks and reserves across Wellington, and the work had to be prioritised accordingly. Our
group is now making use of the large pile of mulch that was left for us in the reserve at our
regular Thursday morning working bees.

Storm damage photos - Branches strewn across reserve after storm, poplar tree blocking path
in reserve, 17 February 2026.

Trees fallen across Porirua Stream, 17 February 2026; Path cleared of fallen trees, 27
February 2026.

Eels at Willowbank Reserve

People love to see the eels/tuna at Willowbank Reserve. There are often people watching these
amazing creatures in the Porirua Stream by the main picnic area. As the sign says, “Do not
harm or feed the eels.” They are protected in all WCC parks and reserves. Eels find their own
food in the stream, e.g. insect larvae, worms, snails and fish, and do not need feeding.

We also need to look after our waterways and prevent pollution from entering our streams.

Longfin eels are a taonga species and are very long-lived. They spend most of their lives in
freshwater and grow slowly over many decades. They then migrate to the ocean to spawn
somewhere around Tonga.

Sadly, there are occasionally reports of people harming eels, the most recent being in December
2025. Please respect the eels and report anything suspicious to WCC, either by phone on 499
4444 or via the FixIt app.

Eels in Porirua Stream, Tuna (eel) sign by Porirua Stream, 2 February 2026.




Pollution in Our Waterways

If you see any evidence of water pollution in our local streams or waterways, please report it
immediately on 0800 496 734 — the Greater Wellington Regional Council environment hotline.
It’s also helpful to take a photo or video and email it to info@gw.govt.nz. We suggest saving the
phone number and email address in your phone so they're there if you need them.

Please help protect our waterways by not allowing any pollutants to enter stormwater drains or
streams. Water is a precious resource.

Climate Adaptation Group

Climate Adaptation Community Workshop

Are you worried about more frequent and severe weather events? Experienced slips or flooding
you are worried will repeat? Here is your chance to be more prepared and connect with others
in the community.

Held at the Tawa Community Centre on Saturday 215t March, 3 till 4.30pm.

Come along for an interactive workshop with lots of discussion, some light refreshments and a
few small spot prizes for participants.

We also welcome rangatahi to join us.

Register here for your spot.
Community garden
New garden beds

New garden beds have been built at the Tawa Community Gardens in Coronation Park, Tawa,
thanks to a collaborative effort from TOA ITM, who donated the timber and bolt hardware.

Community Garden members, Tawa Scouts, and Tawa Rotary—supported by Tawa MenzShed,
whose tools helped complete the project—came together to form the assembly team.

A grant from the Tawa Community Board will help the gardens purchase mulch for the paths
between the beds. Wellington City Council has a Community Garden fund called Stone Soup,
which has provided money to buy hay and compost to set up the beds.

This shows what a community can do when it joins together to help with a project, as seen with
the community gardens.

The new gardens were officially opened by Jill Day, Chair of the Tawa Community Board, on
Saturday 28 February. The gardens will begin producing vegetables for the Tawa community.

Tawa Community Gardens would welcome volunteers to work in the garden. Their Facebook
page (https://www.facebook.com/tawacommunitygarden) lists the times of their weekly work.

You can find the garden at Coronation Park, Oxford Street. Follow them on Facebook for
updates on the working bees: https: //www.facebook.com/tawacommunitygarden
Kete Update

Tawa College Students Support Local Environmental Work

Recently, Year 10 students from Tawa College joined us for their community service, making a
valuable contribution to local environmental projects.

One group worked at our community planting site in Takapu Valley, helping with releasing and
matting young plants to give them the best chance to thrive. They also enjoyed foraging for
blackberries, of which there were plenty! Another group worked alongside the Friends of Tawa
Bush Reserves nursery, clearing a significant amount of fennel and blackberry that was
threatening to overtake the stream bank. They also updated trap boxes with replacement wire
mesh and cut wool mats ready for use during this year’s planting season. We are grateful for
their hard work and extend special thanks to Richard Herbert for his support.

Interest in our Student Leaders' Programme remains strong, with 43 applications received this




year. We look forward to working with these students as they lead our KETE kaupapa in local
schools.

Our mabhi focuses on five key strands: stream monitoring at four sites throughout the year,
planting in Takapu Valley, litter management, pest control and enhancing school backyards
through composting, recycling, planting and increasing biodiversity.

As part of the Porirua Harbour Accord, the KETE programme supports and cares for our Te
Kenepuru Awa (Porirua Stream) through this mahi.

Tawa Lions

Tawa Lions market stall to close

The Tawa Lions Club regrets to advise that, due to declining membership, its eggs, honey and
recycling stall at the Outlet City Saturday Market will close at the end of March. However, the
fresh fruit and vegetable stall will continue to operate from the same site in the Outlet City car
park from 8 am to 2 pm.

Club president Ray Lindsay said, “Our Lions stall has been operating on the Outlet City
property for the past 20 years and we are most grateful to Outlet City management for allowing
this. We would also like to thank the residents of Tawa and surrounding areas for supporting
our stall over this time.”

The almost $270,000 raised has been directed back into the community to non-profit
organisations such as sports clubs, schools, youth groups, church groups and various
community projects. The now-defunct Tawa Lions annual Christmas parade was the most
prominent project, receiving over $45,000 in funding over the 20 years. Other major recipients
have been Ronald McDonald House ($40,000), Kiwi Community Assistance ($16,000),
Wellington Free Ambulance ($13,800), Tawa Intermediate School ($13,500), Wellington
Children’s Hospital Playscape Project ($10,700) and the Tawa War Memorial ($10,000).

Any queries can be sent to tawalions@lionsclubs.org.nz.
Tawa Rotary

Concert in the Park 22 March
Free event

Concert in the Park 2026 promises an afternoon of music, culture and connection on Sunday 22
March, from 2.30 pm to 5.30 pm.

The reserve will come alive with performances reflecting the diversity and talent of Tawa. The
Royal New Zealand Air Force Band’s Jive Bombers will bring their unmistakable energy, while
Te Ropu Ngahau — Tawa School Kapa Haka showcases the mana of our tamariki.

Local talent features strongly, with performances from the Tawa College Barbershop Quartet,
the Tawa Learners’ Band and the Tawa College Jazz Band. Foxtail adds further colour and




variety to the programme.

With children’s activities and the classic sausage sizzle, it’s an afternoon to reconnect, welcome
newcomers and celebrate what makes Tawa special.

We look forward to seeing you there.

Tawa Rota ry 55 @RRESETm
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St Patrick's Day Celebration
Friday 20th March, from 4.30 pm, at the clubrooms, 89 Oxford St,

Come and join us for an Irish themed evening. $25 per person, children half price. Dancers
from the Gregan Irish Country Dancers will perform at 5.30. Dinner served after the Ode at
6pm. Spot prizes and prize for best dressed.

Book tickets at the bar or by emailing tawa.rsa@xtra.co.nz with your name and the number in
your party.

Look forward to seeing you.

PATRICK'S DAY
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Tawa U3A
How the EU Works ... and Sometimes Doesn’t

Winston Churchill urged continental Europeans to work cooperatively after three highly
damaging wars in 70 years. They responded by establishing a large socio-economic structure in
Brussels that proved highly successful across 28 states.

It’s Election Year!

The various parties’ election policies on energy, health, housing, climate change and education
will be discussed.

Reducing Your Electricity Consumption

This session will cover ways to save electricity, how to compare electricity companies and the
pros and cons of changing providers.

Music Appreciation

This group is about sharing music you really enjoy with others. For some, this might be
classical; for others, it might be music from a particular country, blues or something else. Come
along and join like-minded people.




Tawa U3A provides over 40 different activities and courses each year and has a current
membership of more than 200 people. It is intended for people who are no longer working full-
time to stay active, learn and have fun. Membership is only $15 per annum, so come along and
see what you think. The website is www.u3atawa.org.nz.

INTERESTS
Book Corner
We hope your raumati/summer has been filled with reading joy.

We're beginning the year with a few great dates to circle, and a reminder to keep an ear to the
ground and an eye on our corner of this newsletter, in store, and on social media.
March brings the shortlist announcement for the Ockham New Zealand Book Awards on 4
March, followed by the winners of the NZ Booklovers' Awards on 19 March.
In April, we’ll participate in Global Book Crawl, whose message resonates deeply with us:
“Reading is also about encounter and community.”
From June to August, the New Zealand Book Awards for Children and Young Adults celebrate
our writers and illustrators. During this time, Read NZ Te Pou Muramura will host Aotearoa
Children’s Book Week (15—21 August), closely followed by the National Poetry Day.

My personal raumati reading joy was Carved in Blood, the third in Michael Bennett’s Hana
Westerman series — a brilliant addition. While each book stands alone, the character
development across the series is superb.

In the kari/garden, we planted vegetables in pots to see what might grow and were pleasantly
surprised by what grew. Inspired by this, I gather up a notebook and two books - The Edible
Backyard by Kath Irvine and Down-to-Earth Gardening by Philip Thomsen - the beginning has
begun.

Ka kite, see you again,
Rowena, Paul & Team

https: //www.tawabooksandpost.co.nz/collections/book-corner
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Spring into Tawa
Planning is underway for our annual street festival
Save the Date: Saturday 17th October 2026

Costs are rising and grants are less available, so if you are in a position to offer any kind of
sponsorship for our amazing festival then please contact us sitnz.info@gmail.com to request
our sponsorship package documentation or to express interest to begin a conversation.
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Kowhai Therapeutic Services

A Kowhai Moment

Every month in the Tawa News, counsellors from Kowhai Therapeutic Services share simple
tips for mental wellbeing. This month, we’re sharing ideas for looking after your mental health
when events around the country and the world feel overwhelming.

If you're feeling that the world is a lot right now, you're not alone. The start of a new year is
often when we feel most optimistic and motivated, but relentless news about political turmoil
and natural disasters can see positivity replaced with despair and overwhelm. As the mental
wellbeing website allright.org.nz says, feeling on edge, overwhelmed or scattered are completely
normal reactions to challenging situations. However, we also need to find ways to carry on with
life and look after ourselves and our whanau. So, what are some ideas for how to do that?

Digital boundaries:
Take a break from news and social media.
Turn off app notifications.

Pick one reputable place to get your news from and only engage with that (i.e. don’t
doomscroll).

Avoid the stress that comes from getting into arguments online in forums or comment sections.
Get outside:
Walk, bike, run, surf, garden or give the dog a bath — exercise is so good for us.

Sit, swing, lie back and watch the clouds. Just being in nature helps us be present in the here
and now, which can be calming.

Connect:
Reach out to whanau, friends and neighbours.

Find local groups you could join for social connection (e.g. community centres and churches
often have drop-in times).

Consider volunteering (if you have the capacity) for a cause you're passionate about.
Do something kind for someone and share some happiness together.

The Mental Health Foundation (www.mentalhealth.org.nz) and All Right?
(www.allright.org.nz) have some great resources for getting through tough times, and Sparklers
(www.sparklers.org.nz) has resources for talking with children. At Kowhai Therapeutic Services
on Main Road in Tawa, you’ll find professional, caring counsellors who can help you
understand and navigate overwhelm. You can read more at kowhaitherapeuticservices.com and
book a free initial chat about how we might be able to help.

Carolyn's Garden Corner
It seems very late in the year to be saying this, but Happy New Year.

I would love to start the column by waxing lyrical about the fantastic summer weather we’ve
enjoyed, along with bountiful crops, but alas that is not the case. Having said that, I have really
made the effort to go to the beach at every possible opportunity, so I have had far more swims
than usual.

After a slow start, tomatoes took off and I thought we were going to be back to the harvests of
old, with fruit dripping from the vines. Then they just stopped. They have limped along since,




and we are picking some fruit, but certainly not overflowing with it.

The extremely unpredictable and variable temperatures and moisture levels we have dealt with
this summer have meant a lot of our crops have gone to seed prematurely. Salad greens in
particular are prone to this type of behaviour, but it is not too late to try again and sow or plant
some leafy late-autumn crops.

If, like my garden, yours suffered badly from the weekend’s storm, don’t rush to remove things.
Certainly take care to have trees and any dangling branches attended to, but with smaller plants
give them a chance to recover.

Photos: How it should look. How it does look after the storm. If your garden looks like this
you're not alone.

Flowering perennials have sadly probably had their time — albeit very short — and can be cut
back to their crowns. They will recover and flower again for you next year.

Plants in bud for autumn can probably be carefully gathered and loosely tied up or placed in a
hoop. If we get some good weather between now and when they flower, you may not even be
able to tell what they have suffered through (fingers crossed).

Woody plants that are broken or torn should have branches or stems cut back to clean wood
below the damaged part. This should be carried out as soon as possible. Flowering may be
affected next season, but it is far better than having disease set in through damaged tissue.

Looking ahead, now is the time to sow many seeds that will bring joy and colour to your lives in
spring.

Calendula, pansies, violas, erysimum, scabiosa, cornflowers, poppies, larkspur and primulas are
just some of the things I will be sowing in the next couple of weeks. Plants of these can also be
set out now to take advantage of the late-summer warmth, but be sure they do not dry out.

In the vegetable garden, I will be planting cos lettuce and Asian greens and sowing peas. In my
experience, it is on the verge of being too late to sow carrots, but it depends on the winter ahead
of us.

Cruciferous vegetables can also be planted now but, as white cabbage butterflies are still about,
be sure to net your crops. Some of the more common brassicas include broccoli, cauliflower,
cabbage, Brussels sprouts, bok choy, kale and rocket.

Wild rocket is stronger tasting and has more serrated foliage than salad rocket, but it is also
perennial, meaning it is a cut-and-come-again crop you only need to plant once. Salad rocket is
very quick to produce; I was told commercial growers can take it from seed to plant punnets in
garden centres in three days. Unfortunately, that also means it tends to go to seed incredibly
fast.

Good luck with the clean-up. If you need some new plants to cheer you up, you know where to
find me.

We have cancelled our summer open day but hope to still have some autumn days to share our
garden with you.

Happy gardening.

Find Carolyn's garden on Facebook here: https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?
id=100067872369384
Citizens Advice Bureau

How old is old enough?

Many activities have legal ages (the minimum age you can legally do something).
Below is a guide describing what you are allowed to do as you reach different ages.

At the age of five
You can enrol your child in a state school when they turn five.




In some cases families may be able to enrol their child to start school at the beginning of the
term closest to their fifth birthday, so the child could be as young as four years old when they
start school.

At the age of six
You must have started school. If your parents want to teach you at home they must get an
exemption from the Ministry of Education.

At the age of 10

You can be charged with murder or manslaughter. While the general age of criminal
responsibility is 14, there is an exception for these specific serious offences.

A child aged 10 would be subject to the youth justice system rather than the adult criminal
court.

At the age of 12
You can be charged with certain other very serious criminal offences. You would be subject to
the youth justice system rather than the adult criminal court.

At the age of 14

You can:

« be left at home alone by your parents or guardians

« babysit children if you are capable of providing reasonable supervision and care to those
children

« be prosecuted for any criminal offence and you would be subject to the youth justice system
rather than the adult criminal court

At the age of 15
You can leave school if you have approval from the Ministry of Education.

At the age of 16
At 16 you can do many things, however you will still need your parents’ or guardians’ consent
for some of them.

At 16 you can:

« sit a driving test and get your learner licence

« leave home without your parents’ agreement (there are exceptions, eg if there are serious
concerns about your welfare then you may be placed under the guardianship of the court and
the court may decide where you should live)

- get married or enter a civil union with your parents’ consent — your parents will no longer be
your guardians once you do

« decide which parent you want to live with if your parents split up

« agree to, or refuse, medical treatment (including treatment for mental disorders, unless you
are under a compulsory treatment order)

« leave school

« work full-time if you have left school

« apply for certain benefits and payments at Work and Income

« apply for a firearms licence

« legally consent to have sex

« get the adult minimum wage, unless you are starting out or training, in which case you will get
the starting-out wage which is 80% of the adult minimum wage

« apply for an adult passport

At the age of 17

At 17, if you are charged with a “less serious” offence, you will go through the youth justice
system. If you are charged with a “more serious” offence at 17, you will be treated as an adult in
the criminal justice system.

At 17 you can:
« join the Navy, the Army, or the Air Force if you have your parents’ consent
« apply to join the Police (but you won’t be able to start Police College until you are 18).




At the age of 18

At 18 many actions and rights become available to you.

Your parents or legal guardians are no longer responsible for you.

You can legally drink in a bar and purchase alcohol once you turn 18, as long as you can provide
evidence of your age such as a driver licence or Kiwi Access card.

You will be treated as an adult by the criminal justice system when you are 18. This means that
if you are charged with a criminal offence you will appear in the District Court or High Court,
not the Youth Court.

At the age of 19
If you are adopted you can place a veto on information about you so that your birth parents
can’t contact you (it will last for ten years but can be removed or renewed).

At the age of 20

This is the age of majority in New Zealand, meaning a person is legally an adult for all purposes
under the law.

This includes assuming full legal responsibility for oneself and one’s actions.

If you need advice on any of this please call Citizens' Advice Wellington on 04 370 2500.
Adoption
Meet Jojo — 6-Year-Old Terrier-Kelpie X Looking for a Forever Home

Jojo is a gentle, calm, and affectionate 6-year-old dog (about 20 kg) who’s had a rocky start in
life. She loves routine, human companionship, and learning new tricks. At home, she’s patient,
obedient, and well-behaved, but outdoors she can be reactive with other dogs.

Jojo is best suited to an experienced family who can offer stability, kindness, and patience. She
loves children, but no cats, and needs a solid 1.5 m fence.

If you can provide a peaceful, loving home, Jojo is ready to give her heart to you.

listing /5778669883

SPORTS GROUPS

Tawa Bowling




The photo shows the opening of the Community/Twilight Bowls event, run as a league, on 28
January 2026 and hosted by Tawa Bowling Club.

This event runs from 6.00 pm on Wednesdays and will finish on 11 March.

We have been helped by some wonderful weather and a near-capacity green. Our all-weather
green has also proved to be an excellent venue.

There is little doubt that we will host a similar event next season, judging by the strong support
the Bowling Club has received.

In the meantime, let’s hope the good weather holds out for at least the next two weeks.

Graham Allnutt
on behalf of Tawa Bowling Club

North City Cricket Club

North City is proud to be the home of the Men’s Hazlett One-Day Trophy and the Women’s
Maureen Peters T20 Shield. It is the first time North City has won the Hazlett in 25 years, while
the women’s triumph marks the third competition win in two years.

The men are currently top of the table and in the race to win the overall Division 2 league title,
while the women are also top of the table and looking to secure back-to-back wins in both the
T20 competition and the 40-over competition.

With games at Linden Park every Saturday and the bar open from 4 pm, we encourage all
members of the Tawa community to get involved and support their team in their mission to
bring more success to the area.

https://www.northcitycricketclub.co.nz
Squash Club

Youth and Vitality Shine at the 9gth Tawa Women’s Squash Open

The courts at Tawa Squash Club were buzzing from 19—21 February as the club hosted the 9th
annual Tawa Women’s Open. For many players, the Open serves as the perfect “season starter”,
offering a friendly yet competitive environment to shake off the summer break and find their
rhythm on the court.

A Masterclass in Organisation

The tournament was split into six divisions, ensuring balanced and close match-ups across the
board. However, it wasn’t just the quality of play that drew praise; it was the famous Tawa
hospitality. Participants noted the seamless organisation and inclusive atmosphere, with one
player commenting;:

“Such a warm welcome across all three days from you and all the Tawa ladies. Really well
organised and good fun. Thank you!”

The Future Is Bright

Four of the six division winners were juniors, proving that the future of local squash is in
exceptionally capable hands.




Coming Up
Club Open Day — Give It a Go!

An open day is planned for Saturday 21 March and Sunday 22 March from 1 pm — 4 pm for
anyone keen to come and try squash, described by Forbes magazine as the healthiest sport in
the world. There is no cost, and all gear is provided.

Juniors
This part of the club is going from strength to strength, with a variety of popular programmes:

Mondays — Afternoon coaching: 4.00 pm and 4.45 pm
Thursdays — Squash Stars: young school children new to squash
Fridays — Junior Club Night: 5.00 pm (beginners), 5.45 pm (experienced)

For more information contact Peter at peter@tawasquash.co.nz or call the club on 04 232
8200. www.tawasquash.co.nz

|

Tawa Women's Open Division winners:

L-R Paige Sinclair (Tawa) Div 3, Annabelle deGroot Div 4, Sophia Korban-Solomon (Tawa)
Div 5, Charlotte Milne (Tawa) Div 2, Nicki Gibbs (Open Division winner with Cup), Millie
Christie Div 1.

DID YOU KNOW

Did you know there is a liaison meeting every six weeks in the Tawa Community Centre where
representatives from many of our local groups and organisations get together to share
information and support each other where possible. The next meeting is Monday 23 March,
12pm, in the Tawa CC boardroom. Email vibranttawa@gmail.com if you would like to know
more about this.

GOOD PEOPLE, GREAT SERVICE

Great Service Spotlight: Golden Rose Nails

If you're looking for beautiful nails and a warm welcome, Golden Rose Nails is a local favourite
for good reason.

We heard a lot of good things about this salon!

“The staff are great and very friendly. They also took great care with my manicure, which looks
fantastic.”

“Always friendly and helpful.”
You can find Golden Rose Nails at 172 Main Road

Opening hours

Monday, Wednesday and Saturday: 9 am to 6 pm
Thursday and Friday: 9 am to 8 pm

Sunday: 10 am to 5 pm




Tuesday: Closed

SHORT NEWS AND EVENTS
Are you a migrant woman looking to connect and make new friends?

The Migrant Women’s Social Group brings women together to connect, support one another,
and feel at home here in Aotearoa.

Meet women who understand what it’s like to start fresh in a new place.
Share stories, cultures, laughter and learning.
Build confidence and lasting friendships.

We meet monthly on the first Saturday at the Tawa Community Centre. We also organise
additional activities on selected Saturdays throughout the year.

We celebrate and honour different cultures — your presence would be a beautiful addition to
our community.

For more details, follow us on Instagram @migrantwomennz or on Facebook at Migrant
Women’s Social Group. You can also contact us on 022 365 6968. From Pavithra

Tawa Bowling Quiz Night coming up! Contact Kris to join.

SATURDAY
MARCH 28

13 DAVIES STREET, TAWA

7pm start - 10pmMm finish
Teams of 4 - S40 per team [ S10pp

Prizes to 3" place & spot prizes

Contact Kris - 0272107929
tawabowlingclub@outlook.com




Steady As You Go exercise classes are available around the Wellington region. These
classes are designed to improve strength and balance and help prevent a fall. Steady as You Go
classes improve:

Balance and leg strength
Flexibility
General fitness and wellbeing

Tawa Community Centre, Thursday 1pm

Ukraine Event at Tawa Union Church

Tenby Powell of Kiwi K.A.R.E. is coming to speak at Tawa Union Church. Kiwi K.A.R.E. is an
organisation bringing aid and support to hospitals and communities on the frontlines in
Ukraine.

Please join us on Wednesday 4 March at 7.30pm at Tawa Union Church. Entry by koha (for
Kiwi K.A.R.E.) Light supper provided.

Support Big Brothers, Big Sisters
For the third year running, we're heading to Te Aro Taproom &
Restaurant at Brewtown for a brilliant Sunday afternoon of trivia and laughs.

Sunday 29 March, 4.30pm start

Teams of 4—6 (no team? We'll find you one!), $20 per person

Evening hosted by the legendary Gee Quiz with loads of raffles up for grabs!

Tickets : https://events.humanitix.com/2026-quiz-for-big-brothers-big-sisters-of-wellington
Grab your smartest (or funniest!) friends and lock it in — this is always a sell-out and such a fun
way to support tamariki and rangatahi across Wellington.

Regional Shakespeare Festival SGCNZ is celebrating its 35" year!
Our Wellington Regional Festival is on 30 March, 31 March and 1 April and will take place at
Wellington East Girls’ College Hall.

Our Festival is the ideal event for your members. Each evening will comprise of 5 and 15
minuet scenes of a wide variety of Shakespeare’s plays, interpreted in ways which you can never
even imagine! The venue is fully accessible, and audience members are free to come and go as
they please in between the scenes.

The concession ticket price is $13. Tickets here: https://www.eventfinda.co.nz/2026/sgenz-
vuw-wellington-regional-shakespeare-festival /wellington-region/tickets

5 MINUTES WITH

Five Minutes with Elizabeth Sutton

Elizabeth Sutton was born in Wellington and has grown up in Tawa all her life — she did not say
how long that was, for fear of giving away her age!




Her parents, Nancy and Mervyn Kemp, moved to Tawa immediately after Mervyn returned
from Italy, where he served during World War 2. Elizabeth’s father, Mervyn Kemp, served as
Mayor of Tawa from 1955—1983. The library in Tawa is named after him, as is a street off
Woodman Drive.

Elizabeth has one brother, Jeffrey, who now lives in Scotland. He is married and has children
and grandchildren.

Elizabeth attended Tawa Central Kindergarten, although according to her mother she had some
reluctance about being a full-timer there. She attended Tawa School and went to Queen
Margaret College for her secondary education.

On leaving college she went to secretarial school and her first secretarial job was at AWA, then
the NZ Racing Conference, where ironically her mother, Nancy Kemp, née Bishop, had worked
as the Keeper of the Stud Book during her working life. After getting married she worked at the
Johnsonville Shopping Mall as secretary to the mall manager, a job she held until Matthew, her
first son, was born.

Elizabeth has very fond memories of growing up in Tawa. She played tennis at the Lyndhurst
Tennis Club, managing to win the club championships one year. She was a member of the Tawa
Squash Club and played Tuesday night interclub.

Elizabeth flew the nest at age 21 and married Graeme Sutton, who ran a successful building
company and joinery firm. Graeme also found the time and energy to follow in his father-in-
law’s footsteps and was elected to the Tawa Borough Council, which later became the Tawa
Community Board. Graeme and Elizabeth had three children: Matthew, Alistair and Victoria.

Matthew lives in England and has two sons, Arlo and Tobias, who attend a public school in
Frinton-on-Sea, where they live. Alistair is married to Leanne and they have three girls: Jayda,
Carly and Arlia. Jayda attends Tawa College, Carly attends Tawa Intermediate and Arlia attends
Greenacres School.

Graeme and Elizabeth were active Rotaract members and Elizabeth was very involved with
Tawa Plunket, becoming President of the Tawa Plunket Society and later President at national
level. Plunket worked hard fundraising in those days, and she has many memories of catering
for functions — a lot of hard work, but fun and a very good fundraiser for Plunket. Lifetime
friendships were made with quite a number of those Plunket ladies.

Once Elizabeth’s children were all at school she ventured back into the workforce, starting as
the promotions manager of the Tawa Shopping Mall. She later got a job at Wellington Girls’
College, where she worked until retiring at the age of 67, completing 21 years there.

During this time Graeme and Elizabeth sold their first home in Tui Terrace. The cottage had
been purchased in 1970 soon after they were married, and together they transformed it into a
family home where their three children happily grew up.

One Saturday morning in 1987 Elizabeth and Graeme were heading to Tawa village when
Elizabeth spotted a “for sale” advertisement for the Bartlett Homestead in Oxford Street, which
was up for auction. Immediate contact was made with the agent. An hour later they met with
the agent at the homestead, and two hours later a purchase agreement had been signed. Not
what was planned for a quick visit to the village on a quiet Saturday morning!

The house was in great need of repair, and when Matthew, Alistair and Victoria first viewed it
they were horrified that their parents were even contemplating a move. However, after a year of
hard work, mainly by their father, the house had been repaired, transformed and extended.
They moved into the house in 1988.

It was a very difficult year, however, as Elizabeth’s husband Graeme battled a return of cancer,
so building work was mixed with oncology appointments and chemotherapy treatments. Their
perseverance did pay off, as Graeme and Elizabeth were able to share many years in their newly
renovated home, and the children also got to enjoy their new environment.




Elizabeth and Graeme’s favourite holiday spot would have to be Kuratau. Initially they enjoyed
a holiday bach purchased there in conjunction with her parents in 1977, later having their own
holiday home. More than 30 years were enjoyed at Kuratau, situated on the western side of
Lake Taupo. Wonderful memories were made of snow skiing, water skiing, swimming and
bushwalking. For many years every holiday moment was spent at Kuratau.

Sadly Elizabeth’s husband died in 2009, just before their first granddaughter, Jayda, was born.

Elizabeth enjoys following the Hurricanes and the All Blacks. She has fond memories of
watching World Cup matches live in both Wales and England in 2015.

Elizabeth says her greatest satisfaction has been seeing her children grow up and do well in
their lives, and watching her grandchildren grow and develop their own personalities.

She enjoys playing bridge, volunteering at Tawa College as a reader/writer, and assisting with
reading for eight-year-olds at Linden School. She is a member of Tawa Rotary and has received
a Paul Harris Fellowship award. In 2011 Elizabeth and her daughter Victoria went to India
under the Rotary umbrella to administer polio drops in villages — a very humbling and
rewarding experience.

She recently received a Tawa Community Civic Award and has been awarded honorary
membership of the Tawa Historical Society. Another project she is passionate about is
collecting summer and winter pyjamas for Foster Hope, a project the whole Tawa community
supports. Last winter the community donated over 200 pairs of winter pyjamas.

She finds pleasure in pottering in her garden, still managing to maintain the rather extensive
garden and lawns. She enjoys spending time with her Wellington-based family and her
grandchildren.

Elizabeth continues to enjoy trips to England to visit her son Matthew. On a recent visit she
completed an eight-day walk in the Yorkshire Moors with her partner John, met up with her
brother, and survived a week-long self-navigated boat trip on the Norfolk Broads.

Future travel dreams include walking parts of the Camino pilgrimage routes, canal boating in
France and continuing to visit family overseas.

Elizabeth is currently busy organising the next Tawa Rotary Concert in the Park at Grasslees
Reserve, planned for 22 March 2026 in conjunction with the Royal New Zealand Air Force
Band.

Save the date!
NEXT TRA MEETING

The Tawa Residents’ Association's monthly meetings are open to the public. Feel free to come
along. We are always open to new people joining the committee, helping out, or sharing ideas.
We meet upstairs at the Tawa Squash Club on the second Monday every other month, at 7.30

p.m. The next meeting is Monday 13th April. All welcome!

We look forward to meeting you.
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Monique
The Tawa Residents' Association




