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Kia ora,

The cover photo features memorial poppies and a wreath at the Tawa War Memorial. The wreath was

made by children from Millie’s House Early Learning Centre, using recycled filament spools from 3D

Fantasy. Picture from the Tawa Returned Services Association.

In this edition of Tawa News we bring you the latest updates from our council, the Tawa Community Board,

local MP, and various community groups. As always, we have our regular History, Garden, and Book

Corner sections.

Our "5 Minutes With..." segment this month features Sheryl Rule

Keep sending your news, events, and photos to newsletter@tawa.org.nz. We love sharing your stories,

especially those that highlight our amazing local residents.

We hope you enjoy reading about all the wonderful things happening in our vibrant community. We would

love to have someone to write a monthly sports section, please get in touch if you are keen by

emailing newsletter@tawa.org.nz.

Have a good weekend from us all at the Tawa Residents' Association. Our next

meeting will be on Monday June 9th, which is the AGM, at 7.30 pm at Tawa

Squash Club. All welcome. The meetings are bi-monthly.

Monique

Big thanks to WCC for their continuous financial support with the Tawa

Residents' Association administration costs!

Sign up for the newsletter here: http://eepurl.com/hSPyoj



Share Tweet Forward

See www.tawalink.com/newsletters.html for issues before 2022.

 See https://tawa.org.nz for recent issues.

ANZAC DAY 2025

The Tawa community held an Anzac Day service at the Tawa War Memorial.

The service was hosted by the RSA, with around 300 members of the

community attending. John Plunkett was honoured to give the Welcome

Speech at the Tawa Civic Service today. The Ode was recited by Bella

Sheridan of Tawa College, with the Address presented by Brigadier Howie

Duffy.

Picture credits: John Plunkett and Ben McNulty

SUPPORT THE TRA



Tawa Residents Association

The Tawa Residents' Association acts as an umbrella organisation for

fundraising for a number of activities that occur in Tawa, including; Spring into

Tawa, the Tawa Community Garden, the Tawa hanging baskets as well as other

resident focused activities. We liaise closely with the Tawa Community Board

and Tawa Business Group, and also our local and central government

politicians. There is a small group that acts as a committee and meet two-

monthly at the Tawa Squash Club, normally on the second Monday evening. In

the past membership has been rather loose and there have been no

subscription fees to belong or attend meetings.

Like all other incorporated societies we need to renew our constitution under

the new Incorporated Societies Act if we are going to be able to continue as a

legal entity. And as part of this process we need to have actual signed up

members. If this is something you’d like to support then it would be appreciated

if you could complete the membership application form after which we will be in

touch with you: 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/

e/1FAIpQLSe5rapTnqtQ2VI7RLUkV7W2oH6_nkfJKYCF8NQZSXYylWIq_A/

viewform?usp=sharing

WILLOWBANK PLAYAREA

Play area is open!

We are happy to announce that the new play area at Willowbank looks amazing

and is ready for playtime!



Picture credits: Sheryl Rule

TAWA SAFETY IMPROVEMENTS

Road Works at the roundabout at Main Rd, Cambridge St & Lyndhurst St

Wellington City Council are making some safety improvements to the

roundabout of Main Road, Cambridge Street, and Lyndhurst Street (near the

library) as part of their Minor Improvement Projects until Friday 30 May (9 am –

4 pm).

They will be:

Installing two new pedestrian crossings

Removing and reshaping traffic islands on Main Rd & Cambridge St

Installing speed cushions

Installing Belisha beacon lights at each crossing

Be mindful of the following:

Parking restrictions – Please move your vehicle if cones are placed in your

area. Vehicles left in coned-off zones may be towed to a nearby location.

Remind your customers and clients that they may need to allow extra time to

park as there will be about 15 fewer parking spaces in the area.

Traffic management – Follow crew directions when moving through work areas.

Bus stop changes – Some stops may be temporarily relocated (no more than

80m away).

Property access – Residents & businesses will have access, though short



delays may occur. Emergency and essential services will have priority.

This work is weather-dependent, so timelines may change if needed.

If you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to contact Scott

Coburn from WCC at 021 193 9873 or Ken Zuo at 021 075 4337.

Credits: Tawa Business Group

FROM THE COUNCIL

Kia ora Tawa,

The big Council decision this month was to commit $438 million to the “HUP2”

upgrade programme for our social housing. Other decisions on charging to park

motorcycles in the CBD and to change the cycleway on Glenmore Street to

enable more parking beside the Botanic Gardens were postponed.

Council and Councillors are gearing up for busy season as consultation on the

amended Long-term Plan, Annual Plan and Local Water Done Well reforms will

have closed by the time this newsletter goes out. Officers have booked 57

hours for us to hear from the public on what projects to cut in our LTP now the

council is not selling our shares in Wellington Airport; about charging AirBNB

owners higher rates; and on whether we should join our neighbouring councils

in the new entity to replace Wellington Water or to “go it alone”.

Locally we want to offer Tawa residents and businesses an apology on behalf

of Council for the lack of forewarning about the Main Rd works. With months of

planning internally, that works were starting should have been properly

communicated.

As always please feel free to get in touch.



Ben McNulty (ben.mcnulty@wcc.govt.nz)

Tony Randle (tony.randle@wcc.govt.nz)

FROM THE BEEHIVE

News from Hon. Greg O'Connor MP for Ōhāriu

Recent proposed changes to the electoral boundaries make considerable

sense, for Tawa in particular.

Previously, the northern boundary of the Ōhāriu electorate was McLellan Street

just north of the Tawa pool, now the whole of Tawa will be incorporated into the

new Kenepuru seat which stretches from the Malvina Major Retirement Village

in Johnsonville through to the Paremata inlet. This means all Tawa issues will

be able to be dealt with by one MP rather than crossing boundaries.

These changes mean that the old Ōhāriu electorate now disappears and the

Wellington Central district will cover the area from Broadmeadows south

including Khandallah and Karori.

It means for me personally I will be the last Ōhāriu MP and my future political

career is uncertain, however I continue to be the Member of Parliament until

the next election, which is likely to be late in 2026.

Tawa certainly has its own unique issues being a defined area and I enjoy the

fact that the same individuals are involved in many different community groups

in the borough. I don’t anticipate that the opposed changes will make a material

difference to local residents.

It is a very satisfying and enjoyable area to represent, especially for someone

like myself who has previously policed and played sport in the area.

greg.oconnor@parliament.govt.nz

Note from editor: 

This is the first time in a long while that all of Tawa would be included in the

same electorate, an opportunity to submit that the new name for the electorate

could be called Tawa. This and all your other submissions can be made here

https://vote.nz/boundary-review/about/2025/

TAWA COMMUNITY BOARD



Tawa Community Board brings you the Tawa Community Civic Awards 

There are so many people who make Tawa an amazing place to live. Tell us

about the ones you know!  We want to hear about all the people who volunteer

their time, skills and resources to make Tawa such a great community. We

would love to show our appreciation for them at the Tawa Civic Awards to be

held on Thursday 12 June at 7pm. 

Nominations are open now and close on 16 May 2025. Please follow this link to

fill out the nomination form: https://shorturl.at/5WOPv

The key details we need are: 

Person's name and contact details (an email or phone number). This is

very important as we need to be able to let them know about the

celebration! 

Awards category you would like to nominate them for. This year we have

six categories: ARTS and CULTURE; EDUCATION AND CHILD/YOUTH

DEVELOPMENT; HEALTH and WELLBEING; HERITAGE and

ENVIRONMENT; SPORT and LEISURE; RANGATAHI/ YOUTH (13-24

years).  If you are unsure, just choose the one you think it most

appropriate.

A short description of what this person (or group) does to contribute to the

life of Tawa through their chosen area of involvement. You might like to

highlight their positive attributes, the skills they bring to their role, and/or

the impact they have had on an aspect of Tawa. 

Nominations can be for individuals, families or groups. You may nominate as

many people as you like. If you have any questions or need any help

completing a nomination form, please contact Tawa Community Board

at TawaCommunityBoard@wcc.govt.nz.

Find the upcoming meetings of the board here: https://wellington.govt.nz/

your-council/meetings/committees/tawa-community-board

Contact the board here: tawacommunityboard@wcc.govt.nz

Please report any Spicer Landfill odour complaints on the Porirua

Government website, here: https://poriruacity.govt.nz/services/rubbish-and-

recycling/spicer-landfill/spicer-landfill-odour/landfill-odour-complaint-form/?

fbclid=IwAR3ferg_NetcTd31beBJd8Er73Uo4qPrb_B-BGlt-O83-QAcjiL0Hdy-

Imo

If you see a water leak, please check here to find out if it has been reported

yet: https://www.wellingtonwater.co.nz/resources/maps/job-status-map/

If it is not visible on the map, you can report the leak here: https://



services.wellington.govt.nz/report/

IN MEMORIAM

Obituaries

It has been a sad month for the Tawa community with the recent passing of

three residents who were active in making the Tawa community a better place

for us all.

Brian Carter (1946 - 2025). A track developer extraordinaire and stalwart for the

Friends of Tawa Bush Reserves.

Brian was active in working bee activities of FOTBR for at least a 15 year

period from when FOTBR commence in 2002. He is most famously known for

the construction of the Redwood Bush track making this beautiful native bush

reserve more available to our local community.   

Prior to this Brian was involved with the clearing and planting of the old Army

track from Brasenose Park to the ridge line, and the formation of the Larsen

Crescent Reserve tracks. Later there was also the development of the Charles

Duncan Reserve loop track (along with the clearance of an overwhelming

number of weed species), after which a seat was placed at the northern end of

the loop in recognition of Brian’s work as he loved to sit in this location and

admire the view across the valley.   

For his work he was nominated by FOTBR and received a Tawa Community

Civic Award in the Environment category in 2006 and 2010, and in 2011

received a Volunteer Service Award Certificate from Peter Dunne as part of the

North Wellington Volunteer Service Awards scheme.

Brian grew up on a dairy farm in south Taranaki and had to leave school early

to manage the farm due to the ill health of his father. He studied for his public

service examinations by correspondence and joined NZ Railways, initially as a

clerk in the Hawera office and later as a train controller in New Plymouth, Te

Kuiti and finally in Wellington, where he lived in Tawa. Through his interests in

gardening, Tawa U3A and Probus, with card games and pétanque, he found



romance late in life and met Harriet whom he married in 2018.  

He was a really nice, quietly spoken guy whose actions and efforts spoke

louder than words.

Peter Turney (1949 - 2025)  Known as the Tawa street rubbish collector.

After a career in the data processing industry Peter started cleaning up leaves

and branches around the street in 2008, but noticed that rubbish was tied up in

it.

So he decided to make collecting litter part of his weekly routine, and walked for

about four hours several times a week to collect litter. This continued for 15

years. He regarded it as a blessing to be able to give something back to the

community he loved.  

In 2008, 2012, 2014 and again in 2018 Peter was honoured with a Tawa

Community Civic Award. A Stuff article in 2018 featured Peter’s work under the

headline of Litter by Little: Wellington's unsung rubbish crusaders.   

In 2021 Keep New Zealand Beautiful nominated Peter as Tidy Kiwi Volunteer of

the Month for December 2021 and he featured in TV One’s Good Sorts.  

Unfortunately ill heath got the better of him and for the past 8 months he had

been resident in the Te Hopai home in Newtown. He died recently.

If you've ever dropped a piece of rubbish in Tawa, chances are he’s picked it

up.



Robert Tredger (1946 - 2025).  Provided community service in Excellence. 

Robert lived in Tawa since his arrival in NZ in 1987 and served the Tawa

community in numerous roles for nearly three decades. 

Initially from the UK, he worked in the printing industry for NCR Systemedia

Division for 33 years including 20 years in Africa and the Middle East before

being transferred to New Zealand.

He was the longest-serving member of the Tawa Community Board having

served 21 years when he stepped down in October 2016, with two terms as

chair.  

Robert joined Tawa Rotary in 2001 and latterly was an honorary member. For

two years he put much effort into organising and monitoring a team of Tawa

Rotary members to undertake liquor management duties at Westpac

Stadium. At the time this was Rotary's biggest ongoing activity to fundraise for

the community.  He also led the hanging basket project for many years. Robert

received Rotary’s Paul Harris Award in 2018. 

Robert had been active in a number of other local organisations including as a

committee member on the Tawa Residents' Association for many years, and as

a foundation trustee on the Tawa Community Patrol, until sadly illness forced

him to step back from these roles.  

As part of the Tawa Community Civic Awards Robert was recognised for his

community service in 2012, and in 2018 received the prestigious Excellence in

Community Service Award with only three such awards having been given in

the many years these awards have been running.  

Robert is survived by his wife Dianne and two sons, David and Matthew. 

HISTORY CORNER

History Corner – Tawa Town Hall

From 1933 until 1958 Tawa (Flat) had its own Town Hall building located 



on the corner of Main Road and Oxford Street. The building was obtained 

from a Public Works Department camp near the Halfway House in Glenside. It

had been

used by workers during the construction of the railway line between Tawa 

Flat and Wellington in the 1930s.

The building was purchased by Tawa Flat residents, Eliza and Stephen 

Mexted, placed on land that they owned and donated to the local people 

as a community hall. During its life the hall hosted such diverse 

activities as movie nights, dancing classes, theatrical presentations, 

political rallies, indoor sports, fundraising balls and dinners hosted 

by local organisations and private parties. After 1958 the building 

ceased to be used as a hall and was demolished in 1963 to make way for a 

supermarket carpark, the Wardell's Supermarket being the building now 

housing the Salvation Army opportunity shop.

The image attached is from the Tawa Historical Society collection and 

shows the Town Hall building looking a bit dilapidated shortly before 

demolition in 1963. An interesting range of mainly British vehicles can 

be seen on the Main Road in front of the building.

For a more complete and illustrated history of the facility, the Tawa 

Historical Society published 'Life and Soul - the Tawa Hall 1933 to 

1958' by Michael Steer in 2016. It and the society's other in-print 

titles are available from the Tawa Library.

David Parsons

Chairman, Tawa Historical Society 

10 YEAR OF QUIZES

10 Years of Quizzes



This year, Hilary Taylor is celebrating 10 years of custom-writing quiz questions

and hosting Quiz Nights. 

"I had written and hosted quizzes in previous lives, and in early 2015, when the

regular quiz host at a Wellington city bar decided to step down, I was asked if I

would like to take over.

In September 2015, I began hosting the regular quiz at the then-Roundabout

here in Tawa. That ran for over four years and, when the venue became the

Sprig + Fern, I ran the quiz there for about 13 months (the night before the

Level 4 lockdown in August 2021 being the last one there).

Looking back over the 10 years (hosting being interrupted due to Covid), I’ve

hosted over 320 quizzes and written questions for many more – the total

number of questions supplied is over 28,000!

My questions have been asked in many towns, cities and regions across New

Zealand – from Invercargill in the South Island, to places in Northland in the

North Island.

I’ve written and/or hosted quizzes for city centre bars in Wellington and

Auckland, an online magazine, fundraisers, staff events, sports clubs,

retirement villages, conferences, birthdays – and even one wedding!

I do love to host the quizzes. I love to watch the audiences as they decide on

an answer, and to see their reactions when the answers are read out – the

‘yeeessss’s when they get the question right, and the ‘awww’s when they get it

wrong.

And for one of my favourite questions, concerning the Village People’s song

‘YMCA’, there is invariably at least one team who do the actions!"

For each hosted quiz, Hilary donates to Duffy Books in Homes. They supply

free books to children to support their literacy skills: https://

booksinhomes.org.nz/

This year, Hilary is branching out into Bingo events – she is developing themed

Bingo games and a Quiz/Bingo cross-over game. Wouldn't it be great to have

Hilary back in Tawa for a regular quiz or bingo night?

You can contact Hilary through her website here:

https://www.tmquizzes.co.nz/



INNER WHEEL TAWA

It’s Back! Inner Wheel Tawa Mighty Quiz

Date: Sunday, 25 May

Venue: The Borough

Time: 6:00 PM for a 6:30 PM start

Don't miss out—book your team today! Last year's event sold out quickly.

Cost: $12.00 per person Teams: Preferably six or eight members

Special Offer: The first three teams to book and pay will receive a $25.00

Borough voucher to use on the night.

Contact:

Email: carolynjcrutch@gmail.com

Phone: 021 359 115

TAWA ROTARY



Chilly nights ahead

Join Tawa Rotary's Winter Pyjama Drive for Foster Hope!

As the nights grow colder, it’s time to spread warmth and kindness in our

community. Tawa Rotary is proud to launch its annual Winter Pyjama Drive in

support of Foster Hope, and we need your help!

How you can help: You can make a difference by donating a new pair of

winter pyjamas for children aged up to 16 years old who have been placed in

foster care. Your generosity will ensure these kids stay warm and cosy during

chilly nights.

Where to donate: Drop off your new pyjama donations at the designated bin

located at New World Tawa.

Why this matters: Every year Tawa Rotary, alongside the generous Tawa

community, supports Foster Hope’s mission. Many kids in foster care have

never owned a brand new pair of pyjamas. By donating you’re sending a

powerful message: they are loved and valued. Your kindness can make a

significant difference in their lives!

Together, let’s make this winter a little warmer for those who need it most. Your

kindness can change lives.

Thank you for your support!

Pic: At the drop-off point at New World Tawa are (from L. to R.) Lyn



Calman (Ray White), Elizabeth Sutton (Tawa Rotary), and Ashleigh

Jackson (New World Tawa)

Photo: Tawa Rotary

BOOK CORNER

Over the month of Āperira (April) we’ve read and chatted about some wonderful

books—always a treat to catch up in the garden, especially with Kimberley

Andrews’ latest, Giraffe the Gardener, perfectly capturing the charm of a

cottage garden—my favourite! 

Her book is a delightful journey through different garden styles, rich with detail

in both the story and illustrations, making it a joy for readers of all ages. 

We then switched gears with an Australian thriller Karen recently read, set in

Barrington Tops National Park. Fast-paced and full of twists, it features a

lyrebird—a fascinating bird known for mimicking sounds. This led us to a

captivating David Attenborough YouTube clip and an interview with author Jane

Caro, who shared how the story began when a lyrebird walked out of the

undergrowth in front of her. “Nature sees what we do and plays it back to us.”

(via Allen & Unwin Blog) 

From there, we turned to a cosy crime—The Bookshop Detectives: Tea and

Cake and Death by Gareth and Louise Ward. Though it’s the second in a

series, it stands well on its own. Their dual perspectives—husband and wife, a

true writing duet—add a great layer. Louise’s walks and Gareth’s love of coffee

reminded us of our own local stroll and brew. 

Rowena

https://www.tawabooksandpost.co.nz/



TAWA CLIMATE ADAPTION

"New" Tawa Climate Adaptation Group     

Are you worried about what more frequent severe weather events will mean for

your home and/or business in Tawa?  Do you want to be better prepared?

If so, Tawa Climate Adaptation Group may be able to help you find the answers

and take action with other members of your community. This is a new group I

am setting up as a resident of Tawa after some study, work in climate

adaptation recently (Cyclone Gabrielle Taskforce) and a professional

background in the environmental industry. I have some really useful networks

and connections, but am keen to tap into the powerhouse of people I know we

have in Tawa and Takapu Valley, as climate adaptation is a multidisciplinary

space.

Group Purpose:

To increase awareness, knowledge and action on the physical impacts of

climate change in Tawa.

Initial focus areas (we hope to develop with the community):

•Connect with other networks, groups and expertise in our community to grow

our collective knowledge on what more frequent severe weather events mean

and what we can do to be prepared.

•Increase awareness in community of info, data, resources and decision

making relevant to our region.

•Understand the role and provisions of emergency preparedness, emissions

reduction etc. and where climate change adaptation action is still required.

What's next? It's early days! The group need more members to coordinate

where we start, what we focus on and who we connect to. If that sounds like

you, or you just want to keep up to date with what we find, you can provide

details in the survey here: 

https://forms.office.com/r/3DneD9P3hv?

fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEwdjEwOHNMUzBHSm9ZWDV1NgEe

Cnd3qqsN2OxSDW5wYpe4uXaRazQxiYiJ5jL1g2DKfChYepMETyKP2vlL6ww_

aem_uAnGbCNehV_kmFi9xBZYPg

Once the survey closes (June), I will seek to bring together those wanting to

help lead the group and we will set our first community-wide event to present

(covering the basics of climate adaptation and our draft priority focus areas

over the next year).

Plus, everyone that completes the survey goes into a random prize draw to win



one of two large jars of honey!

Find us on Facebook here:  Facebook page.

Thanks in advance for your ideas, inputs and help. 

Carla Bates

TAWA COMMUNITY EDUCATION

Tawa community education courses

All of our term 2 classes are now available for enrolment via our website:

We have recently confirmed a Māori Language and Culture course into our

programme, starting on May 7. This is an introductory course aimed at people

who are beginning their reo māori journey.

Check out our food courses which include the return of Traditional Indian

cooking, Vegan / Vegetarian and Vietnamese, and weekend workshops

including Cheesemaking, High Tea, Soups and Stews. Our usual exercise

classes continue with the addition of a Group Fitness course. 

There are many different courses under Art and Craft, including sewing,

knitting, crochet, art, flower arranging and more. There are still places available

in our Woodwork classes in term 2.  

TAWA RSA

It has been a busy month at the RSA this month. A great evening was enjoyed

by club members and the public on April 6th to commemorate the end of

daylight saving. 

The AGM was held on 13 April. The Tawa Services Bowling Club will wind up at

the end of this season. There has been some confusion in the community, so to

clarify, this club is associated with the RSA but is not the RSA itself. 

Planning has gone well for the upcoming ANZAC Day activities. We were

looking forward to seeing many of the community at our service. Lest we forget.



CAROLYN'S GARDEN CORNER

Its time for the great autumn clean up.

Perennials that have been left to provide seedheads for birds to dine on have

generally been well pecked over and can be cut to the ground now.

You can remove the old stems to the compost bin to increase the carbon ratio

alongside fallen leaves or you can chop and drop them as mulch near to the

plant.

In Tawa we are lucky to have a fairly mild climate but if you live in a frost pocket

it is a good idea to let 10cm of stalks remain on the plant to catch any frost and

stop the crown being damaged.



Amongst the decay in our autumn gardens there is plenty of newness and hope

for future blooms to be discovered. A rummage amongst fallen leaves will

uncover the young foliage of spring flowering muscari, anemones and early

narcissus.

If you are lucky enough to have autumn crocus and sternbergia in your garden

they will have opened their beautiful goblets to the sun. Another crocus

lookalike, Zephyranthes, aka rainlily, is still in full bloom in my garden. I find the

white version multiplies easily but have failed to keep the yellow and pink

species alive.

Early violets can be plucked from the undergrowth around trees.

Chrysanthemums, Hesperantha, Helianthus, Salvias and other late flowering

perennials are coming into their season of bloom so there are still flowers to

pick to brighten our homes in the ever shortening days.

Mainly though it is a time of clearing and cleaning. Remove fallen matter from

paths and lawns regularly to prevent them from clumping into rotten messes

that encourage slime and moss to grow and will kill off grass.

Clearing the decks now will give you ample room to pop in some spring bulbs

such as tulips. If you have bulbs such as hyacinths, freesias and daffodils

lurking in the garage work fast to get them in the ground. The longer they have

in the soil before and after blooming the better the bulbs will be for next year.

If you sowed trays of seed last month it is likely they will have formed their first

set of true leaves now and can be pricked out into larger containers to grow on.

Keep the plants sheltered and slowly harden them off to the cold before their

final transplant into the garden.

Rainy days provide a perfect excuse to sit beside the fire with seed catalogues

on your lap and plan for a better brighter garden next summer.

Carolyn

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100067872369384



COMMUNITY GARDEN

Upcoming garden sessions

Please join us at the Oxford Street community garden on the following days:

Saturday 26 April

Sunday 4 May

Saturday 10 May

Sunday 18 May

Saturday 24 May

Sunday 1 June

1:30 - 3pm. All welcome.

Follow the garden on Facebook here: https://www.facebook.com/

tawacommunitygarden

KETE UPDATE

Students and the strategic leadership team have been busy bees!

Even during the holidays, the dedicated student leadership team spent a day

learning at Ōtari-Wilton's Bush. They learnt how to guide bush walks, analyse

leaf litter and measure stream health. We’re excited to see them share these

skills with their classmates back at school and to put them to use as we

continue efforts to restore the mauri of Te Awarua o Porirua. 

Throughout the day the students also developed their iNaturalist skills. This is a

fun and educational platform, we encourage everyone to get involved. The 25 -



28 of April is the iNaturalist City Nature challenge. We hope to see all of Tawa

with their searching hats on! Since it is Takahē awareness month, keep a

special eye out for these incredible birds.

Another highlight of the recent trip was the connection between schools. Many

students who moved from primary to intermediate or college have continued

their commitment to KETE. It was wonderful to see the reunion of old friends

and for younger students to meet potential future classmates.

Looking ahead, we’re excited that the planting season is fast approaching.

Keep your eye on KETE’s social media for the community planting dates -  we’d

love to see you there!



TAWA BUSINESS GROUP

Tawa Business Group

The Tawa Business Group provides projects and services that help promote the

business community.

Two new businesses have recently opened in Tawa.

Kōwhai Therapeutic Services

Welcome to Steph and the team at Kōwhai Therapeutic Services, who are

providing professional counselling from their new offices at level 1, 84 Main

Road.

Liquid Laundromat

We’re excited to welcome Liquid Laundromat to the neighbourhood — now

open at 188a Main Road, Tawa.



24/7 Fitness has moved

Ho'o and the team at 24/7 Fitness have officially moved into a brand new,

upgraded gym space—just across the New World atrium from their previous

location, still at 35 Cambridge Street.

New owner The Bottle-O Tawa 

Rishi is the new owner of The Bottle-O at 80 Main Road, Tawa.

Paisley Gift Store

We love to celebrate remarkable milestones for our cherished local businesses

—Paisley Gift Store has been delighting the Tawa community for 11 years with

unique gifts, home décor, and heartfelt treasures, all wrapped in friendly service

and local charm.

Congratulations to Rebecca and the team at Paisley - here's to many more

years of success and inspiration!

Visit them in-store or follow their latest updates on Facebook: facebook.com/

PaisleyGiftstore

You can follow us on our social media channels for all the latest updates on

new business activity in the Tawa business improvement district boundary,

special events and useful Tawa-specific information.

Facebook: www.facebook.com/tawabusiness/

Instagram: www.instagram.com/tawabid/?next=%2F

LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/in/tawa-business-improvement-district-

bid-87a9a0288/

Looking for work?  Our Job Board has heaps of Tawa-based vacancies.  Find

your perfect job here: Job Vacancies in Tawa

TAWA TABLE TENNIS

Table Tennis – Join the Fun!

Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9:00–11:30am

Redwood Station Hall (in the railway station carpark)

Looking to get back into playing, or keen to try something new and meet people

in the community? Come along to our relaxed mid-week table tennis sessions –

all skill levels welcome!

The cost is very low and includes a cuppa and a chat.



Want to know more? Call John on 029 462 0289 or call Maarten on 021 0238

1184.

Or check out all the details online:  www.tawatabletennis.org.nz/mid_week.html

TAWA MENZSHED

MenzShed not just for men

The Tawa MenzShed operates out of part of the Rural Fire Building south of the

Tawa Swimming pool.  The shed is open 10am – 1pm on Tuesday, Thursday

and Saturday, and 1-4pm on Sunday.  Visitors can undertake their own projects

or contribute to community and shed projects, or just hang out and enjoy the

fellowship of other members. Sheds are not just for retired male experienced

woodworkers.  Women and younger people are very welcome and we cater for

a range of skills and normally there will be someone on hand to provide some

guidance and answer questions. Come along and have a look-see.  

One of the ongoing projects of the Shed as winter looms is to make firewood

available to the community, which is also a fundraiser for shed tool

renewal. Banana boxes of cut up pallets and offcuts from shed activities sell for

$10 each and can be delivered within Tawa. Contact Richard Herbert, email

herbert@xtra.co.nz, or phone 027 445 5942.  



U3A

Tawa U3A

Tawa U3A runs over 40 courses and activities, designed for people no longer

working full time. For example, on Thursday 22  May our “Computer Chatter

Group” is running a Special “Helpdesk” Session. This is at 10.00 am at the

Tawa Union Church for U3A members. This is if you are having any problems

with your computer devices (laptop, tablet, phone etc.). Also, they may be able

to fix your gadget or give you some advice on any computer related matter.

Another example is the Science Group who are hosting a lecture on 23 April on

satellites, including the problems caused by the large number currently

zooming around our planet. The 28 May session will address dealing with

waste from an engineering / technology perspective, including recycling and

waste minimisation.

There is also a lecture on the English Civil Wars on 5 May at 10:00 am. The

events of that turbulent period contain many of the elements that eventually led

to monumental changes for Britain and the world.

Tawa U3A also have a choir and over the years they have regularly entertained

at rest homes and concerts for Tawa residents. The choir has now grown to

over 30 singers.

More information is available on the U3A Website on activities and courses

along with the latest news and updates at www.u3atawa.org.nz



TAWA COMMUNITY CENTRE

Watch this space – we have an ewaste collection coming up at Tawa CC! The

date is tbc but should be locked in within the next couple of weeks – keep an

eye on our social media or get in touch with us at the centre for more info.

We have some new spaces and times for regular bookings available at Tawa

CC – please get in touch with us at tawacc@wcc.govt.nz or on 04 232 1682 if

you are interested in finding out more.

TAWA LIBRARY

We've planned some beautiful community performances at the Tawa Library, on

every Saturday morning in May to help celebrate NZ Music Month. Come and

enjoy!



DID YOU KNOW

Did you know about Pawshake?

Pawshake is an Australian based online platform that connects pet owners with

trusted pet sitters and dog walkers in their local area. It allows pet owners to

find and book services for their pets, such as dog walking, pet sitting, and dog

boarding, with the convenience of doing so through a website or mobile app.



Pawshake also provides features like reviews, profiles, and communication

tools to ensure that pet owners can find reliable and suitable care for their pets.

Find the website here: https://www.pawshake.co.nz

There is a NZ equivalent as well called Mad Paws and you can find it

here: https://www.madpaws.co.nz

SHORT NEWS AND EVENTS 

Mary Potter street appeal

Can you help collect in Tawa?

Thursday 15 May at New World Tawa and Tawa Books & Post

Saturday 17 May at Outlet City

To volunteer, email carolynjcrutch@gmail.com or phone/text 021 369 115.

Age concern

- Age concern has a monthly coffee group for seniors: come by for some tea

and coffee, and snacks, and a great speaker! Linden: Tuesday 13 May, Linden

Community Centre, 1.00 pm Call 027 248 0335 or

email events@acwellington.org.nz for details.

-Steady as you Go runs at the Tawa Community Centre, Thursday 1pm. To find

out more about Steady As You Go click here or call 04 499 6646.



Empty aluminium drink cans and foil trays collection ongoing until end of

2025.

Anthony and his family are collecting empty aluminium drink cans and

aluminium foil trays to recycle, as a fund raiser to get Anthony and his team to

the Special Olympics National Summer Games in Christchurch this December.

It's a huge event with over 1400 athletes, coaches and support crew expected

to attend.

"If you have 1 can or 1,000 cans (coke, sprite, etc) we will take them all."

Drop off bin is on Lane Crescent, opposite BestStart kindy (where we have our

annual Christmas Lights Display). Please squash the cans.

5 MINUTES WITH 



5 minutes with Sheryl Rule 

Can you tell us something about your life growing up? 

Growing up in Paparangi, the youngest of four, I was always on the go. Mum

and Dad were both involved in Scouting - as Cub and Scout leaders - so we

were often outdoors. I now enjoy the same type of activities with

my kids, and love living so close to the many bush areas in Tawa that are easily

accessed and have amazing walking tracks. Tawa is so lucky to have a number

of committed residents who help with the upkeep of these areas, including

Friends of Tawa Bush and Predator Free Tawa, to name a couple. 

Can you tell us something about your life after finishing school? 

After finishing Newlands College, I attended Vic Uni, completing a degree in

Accounting and Commercial Law. I’ve worked in both the public and

private sectors, but my most memorable job was at Xero when it was still a tiny

startup in Wellington. I was the first accountant working in the product team

helping to plan, build and test Xero’s core accounting features to make

accounting easier for small business owners. 

Pre family I travelled a lot, including a big stint in the UK, but Aotearoa always

calls me back. I married another local Wellingtonian and we now have four

amazing kids. Life’s full and fast, but it’s good. I’m looking forward to travelling

more once the kids have grown and flown. 

What can you tell us about your current daily life? 

With three kids at Redwood school, one at Tawa Intermediate and a new puppy

in the mix my hands are full! But with an interest in community and a drive to try

to improve community engagement I joined the Residents' Association last

year. I’ve enjoyed meeting so many new people at different stages of life and

learning about the amazing things volunteers do in Tawa to make life better for

everyone. 



How long have you lived in Tawa? 

I’ve lived in Tawa for the last 15 odd years, starting on Woodman

Drive and then moving over to Redwood when we purchased our first home. 

What do you like about Tawa? 

It’s a community that feels like a big village – friendly, laid-back, and close

enough to everything. The parks, schools, and sense of connection make it a

great place to raise a family. 

What would you like to see improved in Tawa? 

It’d be awesome to see more family-friendly events or community spaces that

bring people together. One thing I loved in my travels was the town plazas so I

would love to see more focus on the Tawa plaza. I hope it becomes a key part

of any new community space/library area, a central meeting spot where people

can come and hang out.

What accomplishments in your life are you the most proud of? 

Travelling solo through Europe - including Turkey and Egypt. It was pretty

nerve-wracking at times, but you learn a lot about yourself and what you are

capable of. I’m also incredibly proud of raising four awesome kids who are kind,

curious, and full of energy. 

What are three things you would like to do in the next 10 years? 

I would love to walk Te Araroa and have more time to explore other great walks

in Aotearoa. 

Anything else you would like to add? 

Just a shoutout to everyone doing their bit to make Tawa a better place —

whether you’re helping out at a school, coaching a sports team, part of one of

Tawa’s many clubs or community groups, involved with churches or

environmental projects, organising Spring into Tawa, or supporting events like

Rotary in the Park or Tawa Goes to Town — you’re all helping make this a great

place to live, and it’s truly appreciated!

NEXT TRA MEETING

The Tawa Residents’ Association's monthly meetings are open to the public.

Feel free to come along. We are always open to new people joining the

committee, helping out or sharing ideas. 

We meet upstairs at the Tawa Squash Club on the second Monday every other

month, at 7.30 p.m. The next meeting is June 9, which is the AGM.



We look forward to meeting you!

Jose, Mike, Miriam, Monique, Peter, Richard, Susan, Sheryl, Steph, Tim, Tony

and Tracey

Monique
The Tawa Residents' Association
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