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Kia ora,

the cover picture for this newsletter is from Richard Herbert. Spring is

evidenced by the many kowhai trees in Tawa.

Find the latest news from our council and local community groups,

and information on the upcoming Spring into Tawa event.

We also have the regular book, history, and garden corners.

The 5 minutes with ...  this month is with Tracey Morton.

Please keep sending all your news, events, and pictures to

newsletter@tawa.org.nz. We love seeing your stories, especially those

that celebrate our local residents.

We hope you will enjoy reading about all the good stuff that is

happening in our vibrant community. 

Have a good weekend from us all at the Tawa Residents' Association.

Our next meeting, the AGM, will be on Monday October 14, at 7.30

pm at Tawa Squash Club. All welcome.

Big thank you to WCC for their continuous financial support for the

TRA administration costs.



Share Tweet Forward

See www.tawalink.com/newsletters.html for issues before 2022.

 See https://tawa.org.nz for recent issues.

TAWA GOES TO TOWN

“Dy-na-na-na-na-na-na-na, ay… Light it up with Dynamite!” Monday (“is a

Monday”) 23 September 2026 became the night that Tawa Goes to

Town became a dynamic reality again - full noise, full colour (torches

included!), full of movement and energy. After a six year, COVID-induced

hiatus, for some people it felt like it was “for the first time in forever”. Many of

those present at the Michael Fowler Centre on Monday had been involved in

the event in one or more of the previous 25 iterations This included the

exceptional compere, Jason Pine, who recalled being in the very first show in

1979! It was privilege to have Shona Murray (the original instigator of the

show), and Martin Burdan (the pianist for most previous shows), in the

audience to witness the ongoing fruit of their “head full of dreams”, bringing to

life the reminder to not “forget your roots/ kia mau ki tō ūkaipō”.The “circle of

life” was also evident as some families had three generations onstage together

in different roles.

For others, though, it was “a whole new world” of “high adventure” as they sang

or danced perhaps for the first time. Following months of practices, 416

primary/ intermediate school students and 136 College students were joined by

97 adults (post-school to retirement-aged) to form a huge choir which spread

well into the audience seating pods. The venue was filled with whānau in the

biggest-ever audience for the live event all joining together to “celebrate and

have a good time - yahoo!”. Whilst 1604 tickets were sold, others were donated

and many more people watched from home via a livestream and - for the first

time ever - on freeview television. On the night, nearly 5000 people tuned in

from 30 different countries, truly putting Tawa on a world stage! The show has

since been made publicly available for free in a high quality recording thanks to

the skilful work of Richard Naylor. 

The stage was crammed with 17 musicians all closely connected with Tawa -

students, ex-students, teachers, residents, family members - to create a



professional-level band. They were joined by 24 students from multiple schools

led by Sarah Holswich who put on their “boogie shoes”, collaborating with staff

and ex-pupils to choreograph dance numbers with colourful costuming.

Outstanding soloists took the stage throughout the night. Tawa College’s

astonishing ‘Blue Notes’ choir wowed the audience with their passion and

excellence. A brilliant jazz band of locals created a welcome opportunity for the

singers to rest a little whilst bringing a very high level of skill and musicality to

us all from a different genre.

Songs were sung in multiple languages, in many parts of harmony, by people of

a wide variety of skills and experience all to create something truly

extraordinary. Whilst many of the songs were familiar, learning a brand new

waiata composed by Tawa College student Elisabeth Te Puni, Tōuarangi. At

every step of the way, Musical Director Murray Cameron and Producer Jean

Hollier were “one jump ahead” of everyone else- leading not only the musical

output, but showcasing their exceptional community leadership skills to bring

together this truly outstanding event. There were too many people involved to

name, but check out the videos available on the Tawa Community Noticeboard

Facebook page for both a highlights package and the full show, complete with

credits. 

In a time when there are many pressures on people, Tawa Goes To Town was

an important reminder that “this old world needs love some way, somehow”.

With the support of various sponsors, this production provided a way to create

community and also to build life-long skills (did anyone else notice that we had

hundreds of young people who had memorised over 90 minutes of lyrics and

songs off by heart and had the stamina to sing them all three times over within

two days?!). People began as ‘strangers in the night’ and came away thinking

perhaps ‘there are miracles at work’ and ‘you can see the change you wanted’

when you choose to come together and commit to creating something beautiful

together. As Te Puoho Katene’s waiata invited us to consider: “he aha te mea

nui?” (what is the most important thing), the answer is “te aroha” (love). There

was truly much love in the air on Monday night as Tawa Went to Town. Even

though, as we sang, “I can take myself dancing”, it was definitely so much more

fun to “dance the night away” together. So, as Jean Hollier reminded

participants after the show was over, “Don’t stop believing!” in the value of the

arts!

Liz Langham



Picture credits: Greg O'Connor

Watch the highlights of the show on Youtube here: https://

youtu.be/9zog4V0JRjw?si=E3G28Rp4ZUaza93x

Watch the show on Youtube here: https://youtu.be/4_trtI4t7zM?si=6dP-

fxERa3na1sM_

SPRING INTO TAWA

Mexted Motors Spring into Tawa - Saturday 19 October

It’s now less than a month until Tawa’s biggest day on the annual calendar -

and excitement is building!

We’ve got over 150 stalls, food vendors, and food trucks - our biggest event

ever, including so many of the local groups and organisations that you know

and love. We have entertainment across three stages throughout the whole

day, including world-famous in Wellington, The Beat Girls!

We have a huge range of activities for children (and the young at heart) all free

of charge, including bubble shows, face painting, rides, balloon twisting, cookie

decorating, and much more. These will all be located in our children’s zone, in

Essex Street and the Pharmacy car park. The Tawa Volunteer Fire Brigade will

be there with some vehicles, and we’ll have some dog obedience



demonstrations throughout the morning.

Mexted Motors Spring into Tawa is on a zero waste journey - aiming to reduce

the impact of our event on the environment. Last year, we were able to divert

over 93% of event waste away from landfill; we’re hoping to increase that

percentage this year. We’re also partnering with FillGood to pilot some of our

food trucks and vendors using reusable serveware, which will be washed on

site, therefore reducing the amount of waste we generate. Some of the food

vendors at the Northern (Surrey St.) end of the event will be part of this pilot.

Remember, you can help us out with this! Bring your keep cup or water bottle,

bring a container from home for our food vendors to serve your food into, and

bring your reusable bags to carry all the goodies you buy on the day.

We’re in need of volunteers - even if you can only give an hour or if you can

help out for longer. We particularly need people from 6 -9.30am to help with set

up, and between 3-6pm for packing down. Please reach out to us

at sitnz.volunteers@gmail.com if you can help.

Keep an eye on our Facebook and Instagram for updates, profiles of our

stallholders, news of our entertainment, and giveaways as we get closer to

what is always an amazing day!

If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to get in touch with us. And we

remind you to keep an eye on our website (www.springintotawa.nz) and our

socials for more updates: Facebook (www.facebook.com/springintotawa) and

Instagram (spring_into_tawa). 

Nga mihi nui

The Team behind Mexted Motors Spring into Tawa



TAWA VOLUNTEER FIRE BRIGADE

Fire appliance 331

The Tawa Volunteer Fire Brigade regularly conducts training exercises featuring

different scenarios to keep its members operationally ready for any real

emergency that may arise. On the evening of Wednesday 28 August the

training scenario was that an injured person was trapped inside a garage in a

residential property in Balliol Drive. The brigade’s crew-carrying van and

appliance, along with a group of firefighters, can be seen during the training

event. The injured person was safely rescued, and life returned to normal on

Balliol Drive.

Picture credits: David Parsons

DRIVE CAREFULLY



It is spring at last. Though the weather is still a bit inconsistent, the ducklings

are out and about in our neighbourhood.

Please drive carefully and look out for these little ones.

Picture credits: Tracy Wood.

ART OF BABY BUMP PAINTING

We are proud of Tawa local Tina Elsdon and her business Making Faces NZ.

One of the things they offer, Baby Bump Painting, got featured in the Post

recently.

Making Faces NZ offers children’s entertainment and professional body and

face painting. It’s one of only a handful of Kiwi companies reaching out to

pregnant women, offering the bump painting service.

Christina Segetin makes the beautiful baby bump art.

You can read the article here: https://www.thepost.co.nz/culture/350389865/art-

baby-bump-painting



Picture credits: https://makingfacesnz.art/baby-bump-art/

FROM THE COUNCIL

There's no shortage of things happening at Council currently. Massive



decisions about what the future of our water looks like under the government's

Local Water Done Well reforms are coming (more on this next month) as well

as an effort supported by both of us to stop the sale of the council's shares in

Wellington Airport.

On the local front, at a constituents' meeting outside Tawa New World last year,

it was suggested to us that the parking at Willowbank be time limited to stop

park and ride commuters parking there. This idea has now become a traffic

resolution and will shortly be coming out for consultation with a suggestion of all

spaces being P120. 

Make sure to check out the Let's Talk site to have your say on these changes.

The Tawa roundabout is also being reviewed in light of government funding

decisions. Officers have said they now intend replacing the raised platforms for

the two new pedestrian crossings with speed pillows to slow the cars before the

crossings.

Ben McNulty 

ben.mcnulty@wcc.govt.nz

Tony Randle

tony.randle@wcc.govt.nz

TAWA COMMUNITY BOARD

It has been a busy month for the Community Board.



Recently, we attended the Spicer Landfill community group meeting. Their

application for a new consent remains on hold while they seek to address the

ongoing odour issues. Porirua City Council is investing significantly in air quality

control and monitoring. If you experience odour issues, it is important to log

complaints by calling 0800 237 1500 or 04 237 5089 at the time to help provide

the most accurate data. The next meeting will be held in December. 

Members attended Tawa Goes to Town and were blown away with the local

talent. We are proud to sponsor such an amazing community event. Well done

to all involved!

The Board will be holding a stall along with Tawa Business Group and the

Residents’ Association at Spring into Tawa. Come along and visit us if you’d

like to talk to us about how we can best serve the community.

Next week we are looking forward to attending the 50th birthday celebrations

for Te Takapū o Patukawenga Mervyn Kemp Library; events will be taking place

at the library from 10am.

The Board’s next meeting is on Monday 21st of October at 7pm in the Tawa

Community Centre.

Find the upcoming meetings of the board here: https://wellington.govt.nz/your-

council/meetings/committees/tawa-community-board

Contact the board here: tawacommunityboard@wcc.govt.nz

Please report any Spicer Landfill odour complaints on the Porirua Government

website, here: https://poriruacity.govt.nz/services/rubbish-and-recycling/spicer-

landfill/spicer-landfill-odour/landfill-odour-complaint-form/?

fbclid=IwAR3ferg_NetcTd31beBJd8Er73Uo4qPrb_B-BGlt-O83-QAcjiL0Hdy-

Imo

If you see a water leak, please check here to find out if it has been reported

yet: https://www.wellingtonwater.co.nz/resources/maps/job-status-map/

If it is not visible on the map, you can report the leak here: https://

services.wellington.govt.nz/report/

SPICER LANDFILL

Rachel Allan recently attended a meeting about the Spicer Landfill and madE a

summary:



The application for a new resource consent (extending the landfill's life to 2060)

remains on hold, mainly due to ongoing odour issues.

The alternatives assessment report is still being finalised and is expected to be

available by early December.

Porirua City Council is extending the landfill under the current consent to

ensure capacity until 2030. The current cell (2.1) will reach capacity by 2027.

Construction of a new cell, 3A, will begin in November and construction is

scheduled to continue until around June 2026. This construction will require

moving staff facilities and the green waste drop-off area.

This year, there were two instances where the Greater Wellington Regional

Council (GWRC) determined the odour from the landfill was offensive and

objectionable. The first occurred in February during a police search at the

landfill, and GWRC opted not to take compliance action at the time. The second

incident was in March, resulting in an infringement notice and a $1,000 fine.

Since then, no offensive odour has been detected by GWRC, though this

means diddly squat, as they don’t always respond to complaints. GWRC has

only one officer on call after hours, and other events may take priority.

Porirua City Council is investing significantly in air quality monitoring, with a

new app that offers a public interface. This will allow community members to

view real-time data on wind direction, air quality, and more at monitoring

stations. The system also has the ability to predict potential issues based on

weather forecasts, which will help landfill management with planning.

Additionally, PCC has purchased a large "blower" designed to break up odour

particles and prevent them from clumping and settling like a blanket over Tawa.

This technology, typically used in orchards to prevent frost, has never been

trialed on a landfill in New Zealand before, so it will be interesting to see its

impact.

While PCC is no longer building an organics facility, they remain committed to

implementing a separate organics waste collection, provided a facility in the

region becomes available to process the waste.

Another community meeting will be scheduled for December, where the

Alternatives Assessment report will be presented alongside the new Omnis

monitoring public interface system. Before that, there will be an opportunity to

provide feedback on proposed changes to the landfill operations plan.

Thanks to everyone who did attend.



FROM THE BEEHIVE

Parliament was very much dominated by the death of King Tūheitia this month,

including a Sitting Day dedicated to his reign.

This was significant given the considerable amount of legislation being passed,

which largely winds back laws that recognise the Māori position as our

indigenous people.

From a Tawa perspective, Government cuts to the National Land Transport

Programme means our Regional Council, which runs our trains and buses, will

have $135 million less and will have to cut services.  The successful Tawa on-

demand bus service is under review, as are the upgrades of park and ride

facilities.   

Here's hoping locals won't be too impacted by these cuts. 

Parliament watchers will also be closely following to see whether the Green

Party will invoke the Waka-jumping Bill against their ex-member Darlene Tana

who is currently sitting as an independent MP. 

Greg O'Connor MP for Ōhāriu

greg.oconnor@parliament.govt.nz

HOLIDAY PROGRAMMES

Tawa Recreation Centre

Ideal for Tamariki aged 5-12. A bilingual English and Te Reo Māori holiday

programme where Te Reo and te ao Māori concepts are incorporated into trip

days, activities and more.This programme offers a full day of planned activities

including aftercare.

Link: Enrolmy | Wellington City Council Holiday Programmes - Booking

Calendar for Te Hōtaka Hararei Reo Rua o Tawa Recreation Centre October

2024 - Bilingual Holiday Programme



The Holiday Playgroup for Pre-schoolers (= HOP IN )

is on again on Thursdays 3rd  and 10th of October 2024 from 10am-12 noon at

Tawa Union Church, 6 Elena Place.

Families and caregivers who wish to have a chat and a cuppa are welcome.

We offer play and activities in our big hall and an extended morning tea and

quiet activities in an extra room.

This is your opportunity to meet other parents and let your children play in a

safe environment! 

Any enquiries to the church office 232 8844.

Let's go LEGO and Crafts at the Tawa Community Centre

Let your inner artist loose and combine LEGO with some of our creative crafts

Tuesday 1 October       Create a masterpiece with Lego or our craft

2pm-4pm                       supplies

Tuesday 8 October        For tamariki aged 5+ with their caregivers

2pm-4pm

                                       Na mai ra tatou katoa / Everybody is welcome

Movie

Enjoy a family friendly movie at your local community centre

Thursday 3 October      Please arrive at 2pm for a 2.15pm start. Pop in 

2pm-4pm                       or give us a call on 04 232 1682 the day 



                                      before if you would like to hear what the movie

                                      will be. Some popcorn will be provided. You

                                      are welcome to bring more snacks.

Thursday 10 October    For tamariki aged 5+ with their caregivers

2pm-4pm

                                      Na mai ra tatou katoa / Everybody is welcome

HISTORY CORNER

Linden Shops, January 1984

The Linden Shops was once a bustling little commercial area based around the

railway level crossing.

In this picture, taken from the bridge over the Porirua stream and looking east,

the businesses to the left feature a fish and chip shop, a butcher, a fruit and

vegetable shop, a dairy, and Lovedays book shop. Over the railway line, the

brick building with a green roof was the post office. A little further on was the

Porirua Licensing Trust bottle store, the only liquor outlet in ‘dry’ Tawa in those

days.

To the right can be seen another dairy. Out of sight to the right in the foreground

was a petrol station and garage. Behind the train, another group of shops

included a chemist and Scott’s Hardware. As a new homeowner at the time, I

remember being told that Scott’s Hardware would be able to sell me anything

that I might need for the garden or maintenance around the home. I still have

several of the tools that I bought on Saturday morning visits to Scott’s.

Apart from the bottle store, all the buildings mentioned above remain today, but

either empty or in different hands. My observation is that a couple of dairies

remain along with a range of food outlets. New homeowners in the area

needing to do a bit of maintenance have to travel a bit further to get their

supplies.

David Parsons

Chairman, Tawa Historical Society



KETE UPDATE

KETE Student Leaders Visit to Redwood Bush

Last month, the Wellington Botanic Gardens Educators took the KETE student

leaders on a hikoi through Redwood Bush. Whilst there they learnt some plant

identification skills, took leaf rubbings and drew examples of the huge variety of

plant species present. The Botanic Garden Educators reckoned that Redwood

Bush was at least as good as Otari – Wilton’s Bush. A lot of fun was had

examining leaf litter with the digital microscopes, finding creatures not easily

seen with the naked eye. The walk was not complete without a visit to the

impressive Mātai grove found at Larsen’s Crescent and learning about the

impact that a united community had in saving these magnificent specimens.



KETE Students learn about Aotearoa New Zealand’s Unique Endemic

Species



BOOK CORNER

I recently rediscovered short stories with Lee Child’s short story collection, Safe

Enough. So good if you only have time for a quick read or if you are

commitment challenged when it comes to novels! 

Chris Reed from nzbooklovers.co.nz wrote: “Lee Child’s Safe Enough is a

compelling collection of short stories that jumps into humanity's multifaceted

nature with both feet, showcasing both its virtuous and darker sides.” 

Here's the full review: https://www.nzbooklovers.co.nz/post/safe-enough-by-lee-

child.

A cool collection along similar lines, but for the younger generation, is Jack

Heath’s Danger Series. Personally, they took me back to my early reading

years and my grandparents' collection of Reader’s Digest – I loved the

adventure short stories. 

Wandering and browsing the store, a few more collections jump out.

- In 2023, publisher Penguin NZ celebrated their 50 years in publishing with the

release of The Penguin New Zealand Anthology, 50 years with 50 NZ writers. 

- A non-fiction collection called The Psychology of Money, where award-winning

author Morgan Housel shares nineteen short stories exploring the strange way

people think about money and teaches you how to make better sense of one of

life's most important topics. 

- A wonderful classic children’s collection of short stories by Enid Blyton. A real



treasure trove. 

Looking forward to seeing you soon.

Happy reading and writing 

Rowena 

https://www.tawabooksandpost.co.nz/collections/book-corner

TAWA RSA

RNZRSA

“Our mission is to improve the wellbeing of New Zealand’s veterans of military

service and their whanau.”

The RSA's Veteran Employment Advisors provide access to a wide range of

career and transition support.

Are you, or do you know anyone who is a veteran? Our support officers can

meet with veterans to discuss how they can help them. They do not need to be

member of an RSA.

Contact us

Address: 89 Oxford St, Tawa, Wellington

Phone: 04 232 5788  

Email: tawa.rsa@xtra.co.nz

CAROLYN'S GARDEN CORNER



Prior to writing this, I was looking over my article for September last year. How

different it reads to this season! Last year I spoke of preparing for our tulip open

days, which were due to begin on 30th September. This year it is almost certain

that there will not be a tulip left in our garden at that date. 

Plant-wise, spring arrived about 5 weeks early in our garden. I have heard the

same from many other gardeners as well. I am putting it down to a very cold

May followed by the mild autumn and start to winter. The bulbs experienced

winter temperatures as soon as they were in the ground, and when the warmer

weather began, they started into growth as if spring had arrived. Unfortunately,

this led to flowers blooming when the worst of the weather hit. The poor flowers

have had to survive hail, torrential downpours, and gales. Survive they did

though. They may not have had that oh so perfect bloom at the start, but they

have held on and allowed us to have two glorious open weekends when we

shared the beauty of our spring garden with you all. 

Yesterday I delighted in the perfectness of the later blooming tulips just

beginning to colour up. I was optimistically thinking these ones would have a

better life, but alas, no. This morning another bout of hail, rain, and gusts took

their fury out on my garden. 

One day, hopefully very soon, fine weather and warm temperatures will come

again, but every year I do wonder why our most fragile blooms have to flower

when our weather is at its most tempestuous. 



Until the temperatures do rise, I am making use of a heated propagator to

germinate tomato seeds. In the past, I used to sow the seeds indoors in mid-

August, which meant I had plants ready to go into the ground at the end of

October. The last three years I have found that it has been too cold at that time,

and the large seedlings have had to line the windowsills in our house waiting for

outside to warm up. 

This year I sowed a month later in the hope I won’t have to baby the plants

along for too long inside.

There are so many seeds that can be sown now, especially if you invest in a

mini greenhouse like I have. They are cheap and protect your seed trays from

the downpours and provide some protection from the cold. Already I have sown

trays of cosmos, which should give a gorgeous display in the summer.  Some

other flowers that can be sown or planted now are cornflowers, poppies,

larkspur, nigella, foxgloves, and hollyhocks. 

For the vegetable garden, just about any salad can be sown now. Wait until the

soil temperature warms to 10 °C before sowing beans directly. Heat-loving

plants such as chillies, tomatoes, zucchinis, and cucumbers can be sown

indoors now, but be prepared to keep them indoors until it is warm outside. Set

out too soon, and the cold will retard their growth. Later planted ones will soon

overtake them, voiding any head start you may have thought you were getting. 

Thank you to everyone who came along to our open days and enjoyed our

garden. It is always lovely to share the beauty of the flowers. 



This year I have set up a mini nursery to sell plants from our garden so you too

can have some more unusual blooms at your place. I am not sure what will be

left at the time of publishing this article, but please check in to FB Carolyn

Campbell Garden Design, where I will update our stock regularly. 

Happy gardening. Warmer weather will come! 

Carolyn

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100067872369384

Normally the tuis are very boisterous and chase others off when they are

feeding. This afternoon there were 14 birds all happily enjoying their lunch

together. Quite a sight ...and sound.

TAWA COMMUNITY GARDEN

This month we have been pruning the fruit trees using vase shape or central

leader method.

All the trees suffer broken branches at times - not too bad considering the park

is public space. The two pear trees near the ground level maze are growing

well.

On Saturday we had a visit from the local girl guide group as they were doing a

look around their area.

A heap of plant pots, old sprayers, even shoes, had been dumped at the

garden. Using the Fixit page of Wellington City Council plus an email to the

local councillors Ben McNulty and Tony Randle have helped. Many thanks to

the Fixit people of the Wellington City Council who cleared away this unwanted



stuff from the Tawa Community Garden.

Spring in the garden on Oxford Street.

HAVE YOUR SAY

Have a look at all the Wellington City Council projects and proposals that you

can give feedback on. Find them all here: https://

www.letstalk.wellington.govt.nz



One of them is on our Willowbank Park: https://www.letstalk.wellington.govt.nz/

willowbank-reserve-play

TAWA COMMUNITY EDUCATION

We have some Christmas themed courses available in term 4.

Whether you want some new decorations, some face paint for a party, or want

to make your own Christmas cake, there is something for you: Sewing

Christmas projects for beginners, Crochet for Christmas, Face Painting for

Christmas, Fabulous Festive flowers, and Papermaking for Christmas. We have

a Saturday workshop where you can make your Christmas Cake and

decorations to go on top.

You might like to make a gift for someone in one of our Woodwork, Sewing, or

Art classes, or take some family photos over the holiday season. Check out

our Art & Craft page. You could learn some music and play some festive tunes! 

For all courses, please check out our website: www.tawacomed.co.nz



TAWA BUSINESS GROUP

The Tawa Business Group provides projects, services and positive advocacy

that help promote the business community. 

You can follow us on our social media channels for all the latest updates on

new business ventures in the Tawa business improvement district boundary,

special events and useful Tawa-based information.

Facebook: www.facebook.com/tawabusiness/

Instagram: www.instagram.com/tawabid/?next=%2F

LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/in/tawa-business-improvement-district-

bid-87a9a0288/

Our Job Board is picking up again as businesses are starting to look for

Christmas staff and summer workers.  Check out the latest jobs in Tawa

here:  Job Vacancies in Tawa (tawabusiness.co.nz)

TAWA INTERMEDIATE



Tawa Intermediate School turns 50!

We’re looking forward to celebrating this milestone with the community next

year! Tawa Intermediate has been an important part of Tawa life for so many

individuals.  We are looking for members of our community to form a committee

alongside some student, staff and BoT members, to plan some events next

year to celebrate the school. If you are interested, please

email: office@tawaint.school.nz

Feuerstein Standard 1 Facilitator Training

This amazing brain training programme is taught in over 35 countries around

the world and has been offered to selected students at Tawa Intermediate for 9

years. 

The programme is beneficial for anybody who wants to approve their approach

to learning. 

Upon successful completion of this standard, you will be qualified to teach at

this standard.

Cost: $750.  Covers, manuals, worksheets and certification

For more information or to register, contact Dorothy Howie, authorised Senior

Trainer on 022 171 8758, D.howie@auckland.ac.nz

TAWA COMMUNITY CENTRE

Electronic Waste Drop off day

Tuesday 22nd October  9am-1pm

Drop off your unwanted electronic products and unwanted tech at th e-waste

event.

Important: Dropping off e-waste is allowed only on the event day. You cannot

drop off e-waste prior to, or after, the event day for this site. 



Beyond the page Miniature Masterpieces

Tuesday 8 October  2-3pm

Come along to the community centre and create a masterpiece in miniature.

Paint, collage or create your work on one of our tiny canvases then give your

masterpiece a title. Afterwards your work will be displayed at the centre in our

"itty-bitty' exhibition.

This beyond the page event is for tamariki 5+ and their caregivers

Tawa Community Centre

5 Cambridge Street, Tawa

TAWA LIBRARY

Tawa library is celebrating 50 years

We are celebrating 50 years of being in this building on Friday 4 October 2024



from 10.30 till 3 pm.

There will be activities throughout the day, including the annual Beyond the

Page event for children. Please rsvp tawa.library@wcc.govt.nz

This significant milestone will see the library staff transformed as they wear

clothing from 1974!

Pop in to view books and newspaper clippings from 1974.

Our new signage was installed over the past fortnight and is looking very fresh

and bright.  

TAWA ROTARY

End of successful Winter PJ Drive marks start of summer drive

Tawa Rotary and Foster Hope would like to thank the Tawa community for their

support of the 2024 Winter Pyjama Drive. Around 150 donated pyjamas helped

Foster Hope keep children put into foster care warm this winter.

Now that we’re well into spring the focus turns to summer pyjamas for all ages

up to 16 years old. 

Organiser Elizabeth Sutton says that Rotary is appreciative of New World

Tawa’s ongoing support of the PJ Drive Foster and donations of new summer

pyjamas can be left in the donation box near New World Tawa’s checkout.

PS: Foster Hope is still happy to receive winter nightwear for distribution in

2025.



Elizabeth Sutton and June Matthews, Wellington Co-ordinator for Foster Hope.

Tawa's gigantic book fair is back

After a two-year break, Tawa Rotary’s book fair is set to open on Saturday 5

October in the Tawa Scout Hall, Coronation Park, Oxford St.

Book fair coordinator, Pat Waite, said that it will be a welcome return after two

years of unforeseen circumstances have deprived the Tawa community of a

supply of quality used books at low prices. The funds raised from the Book Fair

allow Rotary to undertake community projects and assist local charities.

Pat would also like to thank people for their generous book donations over the

past two weeks, which have significantly refreshed the stock on hand.

The book fair will run until Sunday 13 October with weekend hours 8am-5pm

and week-day hours 10am-2pm.



Concert in the park 2025

Summer will be back soon - promise - and the Rotary-sponsored Concert in the

Park will also be back at Grasslees Reserve in late summer. Save the date -

Sunday 16 February 2025.

SPORT

Wellington North Badminton

Wellington North Badminton is holding our annual BCD tournament Fri 11-Sun

13 October 2024.

This event is open to all players of all abilities.

If you want to see some great badminton, then come along and watch some

fun games.

Tawa Squash tournament

Tawa Squash is gearing up to host the biggest tournament in their history, the

New Zealand Masters (over 35 years). 

Since their additional court was built in 2022, Tawa Squash has successfully

hosted regional and national tournaments that previously would have been too

big for the club to facilitate. 

This year Squash NZ have kindly allocated Tawa the rights to host the NZ

Masters tournament, which will run over five days from Friday October 18th to



Tuesday October 22nd. 

Upward of 200 participants are expected, with 60% coming from out of

Wellington (from Northland to Southland), providing a welcome boost to the

local economy. 

The first part of the event (Fri - Sun) is an individual's event, which will

culminate in the crowning of 12 new national champions, men and women, over

6 different master's age brackets. This is followed by a team's event (Mon-Tue)

where the 11 squash regions are invited to send a team of 12 players, one man

and one woman from each of the age brackets, to play off to find the National

Master's Champion team. 

Mana Squash Club has kindly agreed to act as an overflow as even 200

players can't be accommodated by one club. All major finals, however, will be

played in Tawa due to the club having 4 courts, 2 of them live streamed, and

with fantastic Court 4 viewing capability. 

For those players who don't feel they have the ability to challenge for a national

title, there will be social divisions for them to participate in and still be able to

contribute to the atmosphere of the tournament. 

Tawa has been busy bringing all courts up to the standard deserved by such a

prestigious tournament. But it is their new premier court, which allows

uninterrupted viewing for all spectators, that has been the catalyst to host

tournaments of this magnitude. 

Sponsorship options are available for any business that may wish to get their

name out to this captive market and is committed to the area for 5 days. 

Interest should be directed to info@tawasquash.co.nz or by calling Peter

Bowers, the club manager, on 0276 SQUASH (027 677 8274) 



Pictured is Tawa's Matt Green (right) playing Khandallah's Shane Johnston on

Tawa's new glassback court at the recent Tawa Master’s Club Tournament.

Come and join North City Cricket Club this summer.

Calling all women and girls! Cricket to suit all ages and abilities.

Div 1 and 2 Women's Cricket

Premier Girls - School Years 7 - 11 (hardball cricket)

Softball Girls - School Years 5 - 8 (softball cricket)

Softball Girls - School Years 2 - 4 (softball cricket)

Register now: https://www.playhq.com/new-zealand-cricket/register/fd1ba3

2024 Wellington Mountain Running Championships. 

Olympic Harriers and Athletics Wellington proudly present the inaugural

Kaukau Skyline Traverse, incorporating the 2024 Wellington Mountain Running

Championships. 

The races will take place 6 October on the western hills of Johnsonville along

the Skyline Track over Mt Kaukau. 

Races start and finish at the northern end of the Skyline Track, heading south

along the ridgeline to Mt Kaukau and beyond. All races are ‘out and back,’ each

with a turn-around point. The long course includes an additional challenging

loop before turning around. 

Find all the details on the website here: https://www.olympicharriers.nz/

listcalendar/



Tawa Swimming Club fundraiser

Watch the new Beetlejuice movie and help raise funds for our local swimming

club.

Looking for a summer sport for your child/children?

Registrations are now open for the 2024/25 season at Olympic Junior Athletics.

We cater for ages 3-14 years old.

Whether you’re looking for a relaxed fun way to have a run around and learn

new skills or are after a more competitive experience we have something for

everyone. From Club nights to Interclubs to the Colgate Games you’ll be well

taken care of.

Head over to our website for more info and to register:

http://www.olympicjuniors.nz

DID YOU KNOW

Did you know there is a New Zealand Jigsaw Puzzle Association?

The NZJPA is a group of Kiwi puzzle lovers who want to connect Aotearoa to

do what they love together, and sometimes the fastest! 

Through a love of puzzles they were connected and started some plans to run

community events and competitions, both virtually and in person.

You can read more about it, and find all their events, including the Wellington

Regionals in November, on the website here: https://nzjpa.org and on the

Facebook page here: https://www.facebook.com/NZJPA/events



SHORT NEWS AND EVENTS 

Linden Craft Market

There is a wonderful craft market at the Linden Community Centre on Saturday

October 5, from 11am till 2pm. So many great things are available!

Weekly Tuesday playgroup

Come to this inclusive playgroup, they have a range of toys from under one

year old to 3-year-olds. A lovely secure space to let them run off a bit of energy,

and tea coffee/biscuits for parents and caregivers.  9.30 - 11.30 am, in the main

hall at tawa community centre.

Ōhāriu electorate Tawa Branch Quiz night



The Tawa Branch of the  Ōhāriu Electorate is hosting an enjoyable quiz night

and auction on Friday 11 October 2024 at the Tawa Bowling Club commencing

at 6pm.

Wellington Metro SuperBlues will be doing the catering, and there will be a

licensed bar. The quiz master will be Alistair Boyce. This is a fundraising event,

with proceeds, after costs, being a donation to the New Zealand National Party.

Join for a great night of fun and support for the Deputy Leader, Hon. Nicola

Willis, who will also be present.

To book a table for 10 people for $25 per person. Please RSVP to James

Austin by email to jameswaustin51@gmail.com

Ti Wiki Kaumātua/Seniors Week 

Ti Wiki Kaumātua/Seniors Week is being celebrated in Wellington from 25

September to 2 October. The theme this year is “Tō tātou wāhi” or “Our

Place”.

A brochure detailing the many and varied events and activities taking place

during the week is available at local community centres and libraries, as well as

through Age Concern Wellington Region.

The activities and events are designed for seniors and include arts and crafts,

exercise classes, movies, guided tours, morning or afternoon teas at various

community centres, and a variety of board and card games.

The brochure also details the activities being provided at the Age Concern

Wellington Region’s Making Connections day being held at the St James

Theatre on Wednesday 2 October.



Click here to see Wellington City Council's Seniors' Week webpage and 

Click here to view the online brochure...

Free coffee

You get a free coffee with every purchase made at Little Spoon Sourdough

Crumpets in Linden!



Renovations finished

English Dhaba in Linden, recently finished renovating the restaurant. Check out

the menu here: https://englishdhaba.co.nz and/or dine in the restaurant at 6

Collins Avenue.

Please consider dropping off any unused Tawa Intermediate or Tawa College

uniform to either Tawa or Linden Community Centres for others in the

community.

Pukekos by the stream, pictures from Tracy Wood.



Another great picture from Matthew Whyte. 

5 MINUTES WITH ... 

5 minutes with Tracey Morton

Can you tell us something about your life growing up? 

I was born in Wellington, grew up in Titahi Bay and Elsdon. I moved to

Auckland for work and then relocated to Tawa after I returned from a year long

world travel. 



I attended Titahi Bay school, St Mark’s Church School, Titahi Bay Intermediate

and Wellington Girl’s College.

I’m now a single mother with two adult children, two dogs and one cat. 

Can you tell us something about your life after finishing  school? 

I have had a varied life. I wanted to be a vet but did not appreciate how the

selection process worked so was not successful. I then worked as a gardener

for the Porirua City Council, did a Diploma in Horticulture and joined the Army

as a Territorial Soldier.

I travelled to the US and lived there for two years. When I returned I joined

Countrywide Bank and worked there for twelve years, whilst also completing a

Diploma in Outdoor Recreation Leadership which led me to running residential

holiday camps at the YMCA. When I was made redundant I decided to travel

for one year and went to 48 countries.

When I returned I came to Tawa and to work in a software development

company, then after the birth of my first child I worked in the IT Department of

the Ministry of Education for 21 years. 

What can you tell us about your current daily life? 

I was made redundant in April 2023 and I thought that I would get another job

but I haven't, and it seems that it was meant to be, as there have been many

situations in our family over these last 18 months where people needed

support, and I have been able to be there for them.

I’ve also been creating a new garden area at my house and I volunteer for a

few different organisations, such as this newsletter. 

How long have you lived in Tawa?

For 22 years

What do you like about Tawa? 

I love the location, the community spirit and generosity of the residents, life-long

friends I have made here.

 What is your favourite holiday destination in New Zealand?

Rotorua as there are so many different types of things to do including cultural,

historic, art, nature and adventure.

What accomplishments in your life are you the most proud  of? 

Service in the Military

My volunteering on various committees



Having raised two young men and being mortgage free, even though I

was always the sole income earner for my family 

What are two or three interesting things about you that local  people may not know? 

I completed a triathlon in the Masters Games in Wanganui when I was 35

years old

I lived in Egypt for almost a year with my young family

I dress my outside Norfolk Pine tree with Christmas decorations

What are three things you would like to do in the next 10  years? 

Buy a campervan and travel around New Zealand

Create a kid’s play area at my house

Put pressure on the Government to create a parenting course for parents

of neuro-diverse children

Anything else you would like to add?  Volunteering has many benefits such as:

Meeting people, helping people, feeling good about yourself. Learning new

skills, being part of a particular group or community, making useful contacts and

visibility 

Lots of organisations need volunteers and it is getting harder to find people that

want to contribute so please consider volunteering, you might love it!

NEXT TRA MEETING

The Tawa Residents’ Association's monthly meetings are open to the public.

Feel free to come along. We are always open to new people joining the

committee, helping out, or sharing ideas. 

We meet upstairs at the Tawa Squash Club on the second Monday every other

month, at 7.30 p.m. The next meeting is October 7

You can find the agenda on our website here: https://tawa.org.nz/tra-meetings/.

We look forward to meeting you!

Fiona, Mike, Miriam, Monique, Peter, Richard, Susan, Sheryl and Tim.



Monique
The Tawa Residents' Association
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