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Kia ora,

The cover picture for this newsletter was sent to us by Jean Hollier from

Tawacomed, showing "Night School.". 

Find the latest news from our council, community board, and local MP. Read

what is happening in the community, new businesses, news about the

upcoming Tawa Goes to Town and Spring into Tawa, and a lot more.

We also have the regular book, history, and garden corners.

The 5 minutes with...  interview this month is with Pat Waite.

Please keep sending all your news, events, and pictures

to newsletter@tawa.org.nz. We love seeing your stories, especially those that

celebrate our local residents.

We hope you will enjoy reading about all the good stuff that is happening in our

vibrant community. 

Have a good weekend from us all at the Tawa Residents' Association. Our next

meeting, the AGM, will be on Monday, August 12, at 7.30 pm at Tawa Squash

Club. All welcome.

Monique

Big thanks to WCC for continuous financial support with the Residents'

Association administration costs!

Share Tweet Forward

See www.tawalink.com/newsletters.html for issues before 2022.

 See https://tawa.org.nz for recent issues.



TRA

The Tawa Residents' Association had its AGM in June

Longtime president Tony Hassed retired from his position. The TRA is already

missing him, as unfortunately, there is no new president yet. Contact us on

vibranttawa@gmail.com if you are interested in this role, or would like to join

us. The meetings are great to have a chat about your experiences in Tawa/

Linden, and to meet our councillors, Tawa community board members and local

MP!

Huge thanks to Tony, who delivered so much for Tawa and Linden during his

tenure! Also, a goodbye to Jackson Lacy and Elizabeth Werner, both stepping

down from the committee, and a big thank you for their time and efforts for the

TRA as well.

Susan Cottle was reelected as secretary, and Peter Bowers will remain

treasurer, both have been doing an excellent job for years!

From left to right: Jill Day, Tim Davin, Richard Herbert, Sheryl Rule, Tony

Hassed, Peter Bowers, Tony Randle, Susan Cottle, John Apanowicz. With

thanks to Greg O’Connor who took the picture.

SPRING INTO TAWA

Mexted Motors Spring into Tawa on Saturday 19 October

Planning is well underway for Tawa's annual big event. Applications for stalls

have closed, and we've had a huge amount of interest in being part of the

event. You can still apply for a stall via our website, but you'll be added to our



waiting list.

Once again, the event will feature over 130 stalls, food trucks, food stalls,

entertainment across three stages, and a range of free children's activities. If

you would like to entertain at the event, please reach out

via sitnz.entertainers@gmail.com.

The closure of the road has been approved from 5am - 6pm on the day. More

details on this can be found on our website, and if you have any questions or

concerns about this closure and its impact on you, please email us

at sitnz.operations@gmail.com.

Follow us on Facebook (www.facebook.com/springintotawa) or Instagram

(https://www.instagram.com/spring_into_tawa/) to keep updated as we plan the

event.

SIMON'S PHARMACY 

Farewell and Thank You

With a mix of gratitude and emotion, we have important news to share. After 64

years under the ownership of the Simon family, it's time for me to move on. My

father Derek founded Simon’s Pharmacy in 1960 at the location now known as

The Borough. Since then, it has been a cornerstone of Tawa. I started working

here as a student in 1981, and except for a 2.5-year stint in Auckland, I've

dedicated my career to serving the Tawa community.

Emma, who began working with us in early 2007 and became my business

partner in 2015, will also be stepping down from the responsibilities of

ownership. However, I am delighted that she and our fantastic team will

continue to provide the same caring, friendly, and professional service you’ve

come to expect. I will be moving on in August after handing over to the new

owner/operator, Justin Williamson. He is a fellow pharmacist whose family has

also been in the pharmacy business for many years, and his values align

perfectly with ours—caring for both the team and the community.

I want to acknowledge our team – both current, and the people that have

worked with us over the years – and their important role in making Simon’s a

great place to work. We owe so much of the pharmacy’s decades of success to

our hardworking, talented, and loyal team.



We are also profoundly grateful to all of you—our community. Your unwavering

support, especially during the difficult lockdown days, has been invaluable.

Whether it’s through friendly chats, smiles, treats, or silent support, you have

made this journey possible. Thank you from the bottom of our hearts. It has

truly been an honour and a pleasure to serve you.

As we transition, we are confident that we are leaving the business in capable

and caring hands. We wish Justin, our team, and our community all the very

best for a bright, happy, and healthy future.

Thank you for everything.

Warm regards,

Ant Simon

FROM THE COUNCIL

The long-term plan has been adopted by council at the end of June

This includes a rates increase of 18.5% (Tawa residents will face slightly less

as the cost of the Moa Point Sludge Levy isn't fully applied to properties not

directly connected) and several issues such as the sale of airport shares

remain contentious and are likely to continue to play out over the next few

months.

(from the editor: you can check your council rates here: https://

wellington.govt.nz/property-rates-and-building/property/property-search)

For this update Cr Randle and myself wanted to focus on the results of the

residents' satisfaction survey that WCC runs every year. Across the city only

20% of residents are satisfied with decision making at council, here in the

Takapū/Northern ward it’s only 9%.

This result is entirely unsurprising given that whilst the survey was being

collected in February, under the long-term plan WCC was proposing the partial

closure of Tawa Pool and Library as well as implementing paid parking into

Johnsonville, Newlands and Tawa.

None of these proposals made it to the end LTP, but they also should've never

been floated. The 9% figure speaks for itself as how council can find itself so

removed from the people it represents.

Neither Cr Randle or myself think this figure is anywhere near acceptable and

we are committed to seeing it fundamentally improve. Your help is needed to

get us there however.

Whether it’s emailing the mayor and all councillors on local issues

(councillors@wcc.govt.nz) or submitting on a consultation, as your local

representatives this is how we bring your voice to the council table and try to

advocate for change. We could not have stopped the aforementioned proposals



without the loud voices that spoke up from Tawa.

Ben McNulty (ben.mcnulty@wcc.govt.nz)

Tony Randle (tony.randle@wcc.govt.nz)

TAWA COMMUNITY BOARD

The Tawa Community Board has been enjoying a quiet month over July

Preparations are underway to organise a community potluck dinner to bring

some community spirit to liven up the winter months. Join us at 5pm, Sunday

August 18th at the Tawa Community Centre. Bring a plate of food to share and

take the opportunity to get to know some of your neighbours - all are welcome!

Board meetings kick off again in August, with our next meeting Monday August

19th, 7pm at the Tawa Community Centre. 

Contact the board here: tawacommunityboard@wcc.govt.nz

Find the upcoming meetings of the board here: https://wellington.govt.nz/

your-council/meetings/committees/tawa-community-board

Please report any Spicer Landfill odour complaints on the Porirua Government

website, here: https://poriruacity.govt.nz/services/rubbish-and-recycling/spicer-

landfill/spicer-landfill-odour/landfill-odour-complaint-form/?

fbclid=IwAR3ferg_NetcTd31beBJd8Er73Uo4qPrb_B-BGlt-O83-QAcjiL0Hdy-

Imo

If you see a water leak, please check here to find out if it has been reported

yet: https://www.wellingtonwater.co.nz/resources/maps/job-status-map/

If it is not visible on the map, you can report the leak here: https://

services.wellington.govt.nz/report/



To report problems like noises, streetlight outages or smoke nuisance go to

the WCC website here: https://wellington.govt.nz/report-a-problem

FROM THE BEEHIVE

As the local Ōhāriu MP, I often rely on my old police detective skills to make

sure I know what is happening around Tawa and other parts of the electorate.

Knowing who is well connected is important, and having a relationship with

organisations like the Tawa Residents' Association is essential. Tony Hassad,

who recently retired as chair of the TRA, epitomises the dedicated local

community leader, selflessly and competently leading the group dedicated to

one thing; doing the best for Tawa and its residents. The group is always

looking for more people and would welcome you.

From a parliamentary point of view, the work of examining the Budget is a

priority currently, as we scrutinise the impacts of spending reprioritisation and

cuts. The release of The Abuse in Care Royal Commission of Inquiry report

makes sombre reading and shows why society needs to protect its most

vulnerable. Maltreatment of young people becomes everyone’s problem when

the impacts manifest themselves in antisocial behaviour, as they often do.

Greg O'Connor MP for Ōhāriu

greg.oconnor@parliament.govt.nz, 

TAWA MARKET 18 YEARS 

Discover the Vibrant Tawa Market: A Community Hub for Fresh Finds and

Heartfelt Support

Welcome to the heart of Tawa, where every Saturday (except Christmas Day

and New Year’s Day) from 9 am to 2 pm, a bustling market springs to life at

Outlet City (formerly DressSmart). What began as a humble arts and crafts

initiative in 2006 has blossomed into a beloved gathering place for locals and



visitors alike. Let’s explore what makes the Tawa market a must-visit

destination:

A Rich Tapestry of Offerings

Step into the Tawa market, and you'll find vibrant stalls offering an array of

delights:

Fresh and Local Produce: From crisp, seasonal vegetables to succulent

fruits, our market is a haven for food enthusiasts looking to savour the

best of Wellington’s bounty.

Eggs, Honey, Microgreens, and Books: Need essentials for your pantry or

a good read? Look no further than our dedicated stall, where quality and

variety meet affordability.

Car Boot Sales: For a small fee, sell your own crafts or quality used

goods.

Beyond Shopping: A Community Spirit

More than just a marketplace, the Tawa market embodies a strong sense of

community:

Supporting Local Causes: With each purchase, you’re contributing to the

well-being of our community. Proceeds from the market support a variety

of local groups and initiatives, ensuring that your shopping makes a

meaningful difference. Donations of $18,000 made this year.

Connecting People: Whether you're catching up with neighbours while

shopping or striking up a conversation with a friendly vendor, the market

is a place where connections flourish.

Recycling: The market actively participates in recycling efforts. Bring your

batteries, glasses, hearing aids, aluminium wine caps and can tabs, and

aluminium coffee capsules for responsible disposal and recycling.

Why Visit the Tawa Market?

Quality and Freshness: Our commitment to quality means you can shop

with confidence, knowing you're bringing home the freshest produce and

finest goods.

Loyal Customer Base: Join the ranks of our loyal patrons who return week

after week, rain or shine, drawn by the market’s warm atmosphere and

top-notch offerings.

Convenient Location: Located conveniently at Outlet City, it’s easy to drop

by for your weekend shopping or a leisurely stroll.

Plan Your Visit

Whether you’re a local looking to stock up on essentials or a visitor curious

about Tawa’s vibrant community spirit, the Tawa market welcomes you with

open arms. Mark your calendar, gather your shopping list, and experience the

warmth and variety that define our market.

Join us this Saturday and every Saturday at Outlet City (except Christmas Day

and New Year’s Day). See you at the Tawa market—where community, quality,



and freshness meet!

Location:

Outlet City carpark, 24 Main Road, Tawa, next to Domino’s Pizza.

Contact Information: tawamarket@lionsclubs.org.nz

Market Details: Tawa Lions Saturday Market

CELEBRATING CUTTING GALORE

The team at Cutting Galore recently celbrated their 8th anniversary with

balloons, festivities and much merriment.

Pop by at 8/210 Main Road to show your appreciation and congratulate them

on this fabulous achievement. This friendly team offers great cuts for affordable

prices.

Image from https://www.facebook.com/tawabusiness

ON DEMAND BUS UPDATE 

Fare increase and phone booking

Metlink’s fare increase means the Tawa On Demand adult fare will increase

from $2.50 to $3. At the same time, a new child fare will become available at a

cost of $1.50 per trip. Gold Cards remain unchanged, and there is still no option

for Total Mobility.

Second, while there have been some technical delays (not unexpected with

such projects), we are hoping to start the phone booking trial mid-to-late July. If

you know everyone who can’t use the app and has a gold card and a credit or

debit card and would like to be part of the trial, please let me know.



Lastly, the patronage data is looking good. May saw a jump of almost 1000

completed rides. The percentage of unaccepted proposals and seats

unavailable has gone down, so people should be experiencing more reliable

service.

HISTORY CORNER

History Corner – Tawa Historical Society AGM 2 September 2024

The Tawa Historical Society will be holding its Annual General Meeting at

7.30pm on Monday 2 September, in the boardroom of the Tawa Community

Centre in Cambridge Street.

As is our custom, after the necessary formalities of the AGM, there will be a

guest speaker and light refreshments. This year our patron, the Hon Peter

Dunne, will be speaking about representing Tawa in Parliament, something

Peter did for more than 30 years until retiring in 2017.

All existing members and any potential members (i.e. those interested in the

history of the place we call home) are welcome to attend.

David Parsons

Chairman

Tawa Historical Society



TAWA GOES TO TOWN

Rehearsals are well underway for Tawa Goes To Town 2024

We have 540 students coming together from every school in Tawa, rehearsing

in the choirs and dance groups, plus the Community Choir. The programme

features a variety of songs and includes some local cultural music, hits from the

Doobie Brothers, Coldplay, DD Smash, Miley Cyrus, a medley of Disney songs,

and many more. Some songs are choral numbers, while others are

accompanied by dances, props, and special effects. There is something for

everyone.

Tickets will go on sale mid-August through Ticketmaster.



BOOK CORNER

Mid-winter, the perfect time to curl up with a good book

Here's what the team has been reading... 

The Cleaner, Joe Victim & His Favourite Graves by NZ author Paul Cleave,

has created a new fan of his murderous crime novels and in agreement with

another fan of his writing Lee Child, `Paul Cleave is an automatic must-read for

me´. 

Return to Blood, the follow on from Better the Blood by NZ author Michael

Bennett, has a different pace to the first, equally as good with a brilliant twist.

Character development was great, so hoping for another novel soon. 

From crime to a quaint English township with a mystery, a ghost, a friendship,

love, betrayal, and a comet. Enlightenment by Sarah Perry is a poetically

written, thoughtful insight into being human as both science and faith draw us

together, but also push us apart. Here's links to a 2024 Starred Kirkus Review

(always a great indication of a good read!), and a wonderful interview with

Sarah by Waterstones on YouTube. 

https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/sarah-perry/enlightenment-2/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ywCQHUeIP3M&t=1s

We’ll round off our book corner with an exciting Junior Fiction pre-release

read, Adventures Unlimited: The Land of Lost Things by Andy Griffiths.

Publish Aug 24. What a hoot!! it’s a light, fun read where the main characters

are “you” and “me” – so cool. 

Happy reading from Rowena & Team 

https://www.tawabooksandpost.co.nz/collections/book-corner



COMMUNITY EDUCATION

Tawa College Community Education

If you want to learn a new skill during the cold winter evenings, have a look at

what Tawa College Community Education has to offer: We have places

available in all of our Food classes, and many of our Art and Craft courses. 

Some of our exercise classes are not full yet, but usually fill up before the term

starts. There are a variety of workshops being held

on Saturdays and Sundays. 

Check out these courses and many others on our website.

Want to learn more about AI (Artificial Intelligence)? Come along to this

introductory session where we will introduce new ways to help you work

smarter (not harder).

https://www.tawacomed.co.nz/Course,AI-Getting-started,5449



FRIENDS OF TAWA BUSH
RESERVES

Tree Planting

Friends of Tawa Bush Reserves celebrated Arbor Day with a mammoth planting

effort.

On Sunday, June 9th, Friends of Tawa Bush Reserves undertook the start of its

winter planting season with a mammoth planting of 1,000 trees. 

It was also our annual tree planting event in conjunction with members of Port

Nicholson Rotary (their seventh year of involvement), and the members of the

Interact Club of Wellington Girls' College. Together with local friends, nearly 50

people helped in the planting of 1,000 trees on a part of Woodburn Reserve

behind 59 Takapu Road, which the WCC weed team had earlier helped spray

and clear a large infestation of blackberry.   

We had two main planting areas; an old creek bed where species that prefer

more moisture (emergent species of pukatea, kahikatea and nikau, with toetoe,

tree fuchsia, five-finger, etc.) And an adjacent area on higher ground with

species that prefer it dryer (emergent species of tawa, matai, and totara, with

pigeonwood, totoki, hebe, manuka, red matipo, kōwhai, wineberry, etc.).  It is

expected to take another couple of years of planting to completely replant this

site.

But the planting season is not over yet. We still have more to do. After a further

workingbee later in June was postponed due to rain, we had another mammoth

planting effort last weekend.

On Saturday, during the planting we assisted the Willowbank Reserve Care

Group along with a group from the Tawa Anglican Church. Some 200 plants,

mostly riparian rushes, were planted along the edges of the Takapu Stream. 

And on Sunday, at the top of the Forest of Tawa, a further 700 trees were

planted with help from some members of the Green Party Ohariu Electorate,

Mana Cycles, Volunteer Wellington, and Port Nicholson Rotary. 

Planting will continue in August with plantings at the Caribbean Drive Reserve

and further planting at the top of the Forest of Tawa.

We source our trees from a combination of sources; from our own nursery, from

WCC nursery, from F&B nursery, and from Te Rito nursery. This season, we

hope to complete the planting of around 3,000 trees in our local reserves. 

If you wish to come along and help, please either keep an eye out for events

posted to our FaceBook page at https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?

id=61556141938886 or contact our working bee coordinator Richard Herbert at

herbert.r@xtra.co.nz or 0274455942. 



CAROLYN'S GARDEN CORNER

How are things in your garden?

In mine and many others, it seems the plants are a little confused about what

time of the year it is. A particularly interesting example I have seen is a very

healthily blooming summer cosmos still putting out buds in the midst of a clump

of Leucojum. The winter-flowering snowflakes will have been well out of sight

underground when the cosmos was planted, so to see them blooming together

was a rather curious sight.

A less than welcome discovery is that many of the tulip bulbs planted around

our gardens are quite advanced for this time of year. Some leaves are well out

of the ground, racing ahead of daffodils which should be in the lead. Why is this

a concern? Well, it is not necessarily a problem provided it is only the foliage

that is coming up. The leaves may be damaged by harsh weather conditions,



but it is really the buds we need to protect. We want these to stay underground

for a while yet to develop fully and be kept out of harm’s way. Some seasons

you may have noticed white pockmarks on tulip flowers. These are the result of

hail striking the blooms when in bud. If you notice some bulb leaves are further

out of the ground for this time of year than usual, you can protect them by

applying a mulch around the growth. This is much more difficult to achieve in

pots, but smaller containers can be moved under shelter if necessary.

Be careful what you wish for. Early in the year, when planning our spring

gardens, I decided it would be nice to invite keen gardeners to see how our

garden looks earlier in the season. Usually, we open for tulip season during

October, but this means people miss out on the joys of small treasures and

daffodils as they tend to bloom in August and September. In January, I ordered

and planted many new daffodils, jonquils, muscari and anemones galore. As it

happens, we may be opening earlier than usual but possibly for the tulips

alongside all those other beauties. We shall just have to wait and see what

Mother Nature decides as she plays the final hand.

If you are keen to enjoy the gorgeous scent of your own Christmas lilies this

year, now is the time to act. There is a quite diverse range of types to select

from and, unlike tulips, they tend to come back each year bigger and better.

Bear this in mind when ordering as they will need a permanent space in your

garden. Lilies must have free drainage and a sunny spot, meaning they do well

in pots. It is a good idea to prepare their planting space as soon as you order,

as the bulbs should be planted immediately and not allowed to dry out. They

come in a glorious array of colours and heights, some, but not all, with a strong

fragrance. Bulb orders have been open for a while now with Garden Post and

Bulbs Direct. The NZ Bulbs catalogue should be online by the time this article is

published.

July and August are a major pruning time. I organise pruning tasks so that pip

fruit, i.e., apples and pears, are done first, then roses and finally, in August, the

hydrangeas. Although technically they can all be done in any order, I do the

hydrangeas last as generally the buds don’t usually swell until August and it

makes the pruning easier when you can see where they are.

There are many online tutorials on how to prune, but the key factors with most

species are:

Check when to prune. Pruning times differ by whether they flower on old

or new wood.

If you prune a shrub that flowers on old wood now, you will likely be

removing this year’s flower buds.

Some don’t need pruning at all unless you are wanting to decrease size.

Don’t prune too early as if the weather is mild it may result in growth that

will get damaged during colder weather to follow.

Remove dead and diseased wood.

Remove crossing and inward-growing branches.

Cut out very old wood to allow space for fresh young stems to form.

Remove a third to half of last year’s growth.

Always scrub the bases of roses to remove flaky bark, dislodge

overwintering bugs and stimulate buds into growth.

Hygiene is paramount. Clean secateurs between each plant.



Keep secateurs sharp so no straggly tags are left behind on the branch.

Note: If you have planted new David Austin, a.k.a. English roses this year, it is

best to leave pruning for the first year to allow a structure to form. Climbing

roses will flower more profusely if trained like an espalier, horizontally.

Flowering stems will form all the way along the main branch rather than just at

the top. It is these growths that you prune back each year to two or three buds,

leaving the main branch alone.

There is so much to do in the garden, but on the inevitable rainy days when you

are stuck inside, there is a chance to read all the catalogues out now and

dream of the garden season ahead (maybe even do some ordering). Some

catalogues for you to check out online:

For lilies, peonies and dahlias - Bulbs Direct, NZ Bulbs, Garden Post

Seeds - Kings Seeds, Egmont Seeds, Susie Ripley, Owarika Seeds,

Koanga Nursery

Happy gardening,

Carolyn

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100067872369384

Winter bulb treasures flowering now. Galanthus aka Snowdrop and Species

crocus.

KETE UPDATE 



During May and June Tawa students were busy planting up at Takapū Valley at

our Community Planting site. For the first part of our planting season, 535

students visited and planted over 1500 trees. This was the first time up here for

some of the younger students, and they loved the sessions.

For the younger student leaders this has been an opportunity to step up and

take an active role in leading their schoolmates and modelling good processes.

Students who may be shy in more formal situations shine brightly and with

pride in this setting.   

As well as planting and weeding previous plantings, students had fun enjoying

being out in nature, exploring the environment, and taking opportunities to test

their physical skills and resilience.

We are planning some tuakana-teina planting sessions this coming term and

hope to extend our sessions to include local kindergartens in this kaupapa.  

All KETE schools incorporated aspects of Matariki into their programmes with a

range of activities, including hāngi and whānau evenings which were well

supported. 

At Greenacres School during Matariki, over 300 plants were put in the ground

by students and a large number of whānau supporters. This was part of a

programme to improve the environment around school following the removal of

a number of pine trees due to health and safety concerns. Huge thanks to Jay

Street Community Nursery who provided the plants.



HAVE YOUR SAY

Have a look at all the Wellington City Council projects and proposals that you

can give feedback on. Find them all here: https://

www.letstalk.wellington.govt.nz

TAWA BID

New Businesses

Exciting news businesses are starting to open at William Earp Place, Takapū

Rise, and we have four to celebrate this month.

Classic Barbershop is based at 12/20 William Earp Place and is available for all

your top-notch grooming services all in a stylish and classic setting. They are

open 7 days a week:  Monday to Friday 9am to 6pm, Saturday 9am to 5:30pm

and Sunday 10am to 4:30pm.

Beutiq is based at 47/20 William Earp Place and is a co-working space for

beauticians and beauty creatives.  Currently offering hairdressing services,

massages and manicures, there are options for self-employed professionals

looking for styling chairs, manicure tables, pedicure chairs and a private room

for massage to rent all at affordable prices.

Beutiq is open 7 days a week from 9am to 8pm.

www.facebook.com/dautfesthairsalon/



Café Mamma Mia opened on 6 July at 10/20 William Earp Place offering a wide

selection of treats and some amazing bubble teas.  They are open 7 days a

week from 7am to 8pm so pop along and treat yourself.

www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61561950988554

Wellingfloor brings new life to your office or home with a wide range of products

to suit all your flooring requirements. They have recently moved from their

home office to a showroom at 48/20 William Earp Place.  They are open from

Monday to Friday 7:30am to 5pm and by appointment at weekends. 

For a free quote, check out WellingFloor Limited

Tawa Business Group [not Tawa BID]

The Tawa Business Group provides projects, services and positive advocacy

that help promote the business community.  We have recently published a blog

about the future of work and community in Tawa and you can find out more

here: www.tawabusiness.co.nz/post/updated-embracing-the-future-of-work-

and-community-in-tawa-wellington

You can follow us on various social media channels for all the latest updates on

new business ventures in the Tawa business improvement district boundary,

special events and useful Tawa-based information.

Facebook: www.facebook.com/tawabusiness/

Instagram: www.instagram.com/tawabid/?next=%2F

LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/in/tawa-business-improvement-district-

bid-87a9a0288/

Looking for work in Tawa, our job board is regularly updated with all the latest

vacancies.  This month the Spring into Tawa team are looking for volunteers to

help out on Saturday 19 October.  If you’re keen to be involved or looking for

other vacancies, click here:  Job Vacancies in Tawa (tawabusiness.co.nz)

Wellington City Council’s FixIt App

The WCC Fix It app can be used to report non-urgent issues relating to public

buildings or services that WCC provides. Examples include graffiti, parking

infringements, potholes, street cleaning, streetlights, water leaks or missed

rubbish collection to Wellington City Council. It has five main sections: 

1. Give Location: Specify the location of the problem using GPS or by typing

the address.

2. Describe Problem: Provide a brief description of the issue.

3. Take a photo: You can capture photos of the issue you’ve identified

(optional).

4. Enter Contact Details: You only need to do this once. 

5. Submit your report: This sends a Fix It request to WCC. 

It is incredibly easy to use and you receive an automated response after

submission. We have used it a few times and always receive a follow-up email

from the relevant department within a couple of days. You will also receive an

email once the issue has been fixed, which will give you the opportunity to

confirm. 



To download the app, search for Fix It in the app store on your mobile phone or

head over to WCC’s website:  Fixit - Wellington City Council

It is free to download and use. The FixIt app has recently been updated so if

you already have the old blue FixIt logo on your mobile phone, just click on it

and it will update to the new yellow W icon.

Bernadette Pallister BID Manager Tawa Business Group Inc 

E: info@tawabusiness.co.nz

P: 021 971 937 

W: www.tawabusiness.co.nz

JUST RUST TAWA

Just Rust, located on the Main Road, has updated their contact details. You can

still call them at 04-232-6623. However their new email address

is info@justrust.co.nz.

Whether you need panel beating, rust removal, or car painting, find the friendly

team at Just Rust at Unit 2, 78 Main Road, Tawa. 

https://justrust.co.nz

TAWA ORCHESTRA

A musical trip to Italy on Saturday 3 August at 3pm.

Come and join the Tawa Orchestra for their next concert in their series

travelling around the world! This time, they are heading to Italy.

Programme:



Giovanni Gabrieli - Canzon a 8

Gioacchino Rossini - Overture to 'La Cambiale di Matrimonio'

Giovanni Sgambati - Sérénade Valsée

Gian Francesco Malipiero (after Domenico Cimarosa) – La Cimarosiana

Muzio Clementi - Symphony No. 4 in D

The concert will take place in the Tawa College Hall, ample parking is available

at the top of the Tawa College driveway.

TAWA COMMUNITY CENTER

Every Tuesday, 10am-1pm, Helen from Poverty Free Aotearoa is at the

community centre to provide free WINZ advocacy services. No appointments

are necessary; just come by. For more information, please call or text 022 545

1016 or 020 495 0190. (Flyer attached)

We’re now partnered with Kai Ika, a food rescue organisation that redistributes

fish heads and frames that would otherwise go to waste. Most Fridays,

10am-4pm, the lovely Naki brings fish heads and frames to the centre, which

are free to take away – just byo container. If there are any changes to the

schedule, we’ll post them on our Facebook page.

The centre has been a hive of activity these school holidays; we’ve decorated

beautiful feathers to celebrate Matariki, had some awesome Lego creations,

and enjoyed movies and popcorn. Keep an eye out here and on our Facebook

page for more adventures next school holiday! (photos attached)



TAWA LIBRARY

Upgrades in the library

We've had a big lighting upgrade and a reshuffle of collection areas. The team

worked tirelessly during opening hours to create better, brighter spaces for the

community to enjoy. Pop in to see for yourself and provide feedback.

The young adult/teen section is against the wall in the middle of the

building (where the events area used to be).

The children's comic shelving is now on the back wall, directly ahead as

you enter the building.

The seating has been arranged differently to create more 'spaces. 



TAWA U3A

Tawa U3A Choir

This choir is led by the Musical Director Jancis Potter and meets every Monday

afternoon in Tawa Union Church Hall. They sing a wide range of music, from

popular music to the classics, and everything in between. New singers are

always welcome to join. (Particularly men - there always seems to be a

shortage of them!). 

Jancis chooses some lovely pieces and these have included Bohemian

Rhapsody. There are "Friends and Family" concerts every six months, and they

regularly sing at rest homes and retirement villages. In July they

are performing at the Malvina Major Retirement Village. It's great being part of

a choir....as Ella Fitzgerald once said, "The only thing better than singing is

more singing".

To find further information go to the Tawa U3A website - https://

www.u3atawa.org.nz and look under "Courses" or

email milner_family@xtra.co.nz



INNER WHEEL CLUB TAWA 

Planting of the Rose of friendship at Redwood Estate this morning. Di Patchett,

Janice Lee, Joan Gargen, Jenny Woods, Barbara Pickering, Frances Burrus

and Sue O'Sullivan.

TAWA ROTARY

Invitation to meet and hear one of NZ’s top Olympians

Tawa Rotary is inviting Tawa residents to join them in meeting and listening to

Ian Ferguson at their meeting on 30 July.

Few New Zealanders have competed at more Olympic Games than kayaker

lan Ferguson. In fact, he has attended more Olympic Games than anyone else

as either an athlete or a coach from Montreal in 1976 until London in 2012.

Ian is one of our top medal winners, 1984 Sportsperson of the Year and was

awarded an MBE in 1985 for services to canoeing.

The event will be held at the Tawa Bowling Club, Davies St, at 7pm on 30 July

with no charge to attend.



Photo sourced from Palmerston North Boys' High School

Stock the pantry

The Salvation Army’s Tawa foodbank has now had its shelves replenished after

a successful Stock the Pantry event on Saturday 20 June. Several trolley-loads

of groceries were donated and over $700 raised through the sausage sizzle

and cash donations.

Andrew Moffatt (The Salvation Army) and Carolyn Crutch (Tawa Rotary) would

like to thank the Tawa Community for their generosity and the management of

New World Tawa for their support.

Nāu te rourou, nāku te rourou, ka ora ai te iwi - With your food basket and my

food basket the people will thrive.



Andrew Moffatt and Elizabeth Sutton sizzle the sausages beside some of the

collection trollies.

(Photo: Carolyn Crutch)

Progress report on the 2024 Winter Pyjama Drive

There has been great community support to date for this year’s winter pyjama

drive for the Foster Hope charity. Fifty pairs of donated pyjamas were

presented recently to June Matthews of Foster Hope by Elizabeth Sutton and

Lyn Calman on behalf of the Tawa community and Tawa Rotary. They were

gratefully received by June as the pyjamas are being distributed as quickly as

they are coming in.

The drop-off bin is sited at the New World Tawa mall, thanks to the ongoing

support of owners Scott and Ashleigh Jackson, and further donations would be

very welcome.



Elizabeth Sutton (left) of Tawa Rotary with June Matthews, Wellington Co-

ordinator for Foster Hope. (Photo: Lyn Calman)

Tawa Rotary Book Fair

Our local Tawa Book Fair tradition is returning once again during the October

school holidays. Save the Date: October 5th to October 13th, 2024, at the Tawa

Scout Hall, Oxford Street, Tawa.

Details for book donations will be advised closer to the date. 

DID YOU KNOW

Did you know you can do a guided tour of Pukeahu Park this year?

Pukeahu National War Memorial Park is the central place for New Zealanders

to remember and reflect on this country’s experience of war, military conflict,

and peacekeeping, and how that experience shapes our ideals and sense of

national identity.

The one-hour tours start at 10am on the following dates:

Thursday 26th September

Thursday 28th November

Meet at the Pukeahu Education Centre, 191 Tory street. Parking available by

the Education Centre. Turn into Education Centre’s driveway, there is parking

on the side there.

Bookings are essential so please call Vanessa on 027 248 0335 or

email events@acwellington.org.nz to reserve your space. This programme is

accessible for different mobility needs.

SHORT NEWS AND EVENTS 



Anyone recognise the location? Probably taken in the sixties, possibly during a

royal visit. Picture from Matthew Whyte.



The rainbows are always stunning in Tawa! Pictures from Tracy Wood.

Can you spot the Mt Roberts emerging in the backgrounds?



Something’s AFOOT at Coronation Park. Any guesses what is going to

happen here?

Pic: Pat Waite, Mike Barker and Judith Havill study site plans.

Photo: Ian Munro

Eric Raven posted a great video of passing through linden station on a

steam train. Watch it here:

https://www.facebook.com/eric.raven72/videos/1148895962888793?

idorvanity=6111541631

Have you spotted the new EV charging stations at Outlet City Tawa already?



Gasoline Alley Coffee have a great selection of baked goods, did you try the

spiced apple cake recently? You can text them on 022 133 0278 or pop down

to Collins Avenue, in front of Kenepuru Car Service Centre, and grab a nice hot

drink and something to eat.

Join Age Concern's monthly pop-up social connection hubs for seniors:

come by for some tea and coffee, and snacks, and a great speaker! Everyone

welcome. Linden Community Centre, 10 Linden Avenue, Tawa. Tuesday 13

August, 1pm

Futurebound is running some FREE online courses during August Money

Month, which may be of interest to residents. Information/registration

here: http:// https://financiallyfree.futurebound.co.nz/my-abundant-life-summit-

registration

5 MINUTES WITH ... 



5 minutes with Patrick Waite

I grew up in Taranaki, born in Stratford, and attended Francis Douglas Memorial

College in New Plymouth. My father suffered from poor health, having had polio

when young, which was then followed by ongoing health challenges, but Mum

made sure we had what we needed. We came from a large Taranaki family,

Dad being one of ten siblings, and many of these had up to ten children,

although our family only had three children, so we were surrounded by family.

Dad’s parents would put on a Christmas lunch each year, which was attended

by over 100 from the Waite families, and each one of us was given a Christmas

gift. It was only when I had my own family did I appreciate how much they

sacrificed from their pension to buy the gifts.

Initially, I planned to join Newton King's in Stratford as a stock agent cadet, but

the local BNZ manager saw Dad and offered a job in the local branch at a much

higher salary, so I followed the money. Over the next 30 years, I worked in a

wide range of roles, including the Bank’s economic department – economics

was one of my favourite subjects in my studies – worked as a representative of

BNZ based in Tokyo, was the inaugural Company Secretary when BNZ was

privatised in the 1980s, manager of the Wellington branch of BNZ which at that

time had over 300 staff, was Chief Manager for BNZ retail, and my last role was

as the Bank’s Chief Operating Officer based in Sydney at the time that National

Australia Bank purchased BNZ. On my return to NZ, I worked for Trust Bank

and then Westpac before moving to Public Trust as its Chief Executive.

A highlight for me was being elected in 2003 as the NZ President of the

Institute of Chartered Accountants, which was at the time of the Enron fiasco in

the USA. This involved travelling around NZ and countries where our members

lived and attending conferences such as the one in Singapore attended by all

the accounting bodies from around the world to discuss how we address the

failure of accounting in the USA to identify financial problems with Enron, but

that is another story.

Over the years, aside from Tokyo and Sydney, we have lived in Whanganui,

Auckland, Dunedin, Christchurch, and Tawa four times. Aside from seeing our

country first-hand, a benefit of all these moves is that our four sons learned



social skills of making new friends and caring for new pupils as they knew what

it was like moving into a new area.

My wife, who was a Highland dancer in her youth, has taught Scottish Country

Dancing around Wellington and other areas now for almost 30 years, so our

home is filled with beautiful music and dance practices.

Following my term at Public Trust, I have worked as an advisor to businesses

and organisations going through trauma, usually taking over and running the

business for up to a year, if necessary, before handing it on to a new leader. My

role is to rebuild confidence in the team, develop a strategy to put them back on

track, which often involves helping unravel their financial position. Recently, my

‘clients’ have been mainly not-for-profit entities, which I must say I really enjoy.

They do so much in our community and need all the help they can get.

Having lived in Asia and then in Australia, we have been fortunate as a family

to travel around and see the most amazing places and meet amazing people.

That experience gave us the travel bug, and since then, we have taken every

opportunity to travel overseas.

We have lived in Tawa since the early 1970s and have returned to Tawa four

times as that is where our four boys went to school (including Tawa College),

our friends live, and this is where our church is. I recall when we first arrived in

Tawa how much pleasure we got from walking along the Main Road of Tawa

and chatting to people we had got to know. Whereas in Tokyo, with its millions

of residents, we would go for weeks without seeing anyone we knew.

The population of Tawa is changing with the inflow of people from different

cultures and backgrounds. I think we are blessed with their arrival in our

community. At one time in Tokyo, I studied Oriental religions and beliefs and

learned so much about people and their values, lessons that I have treasured. I

enjoy meeting new people and finding out where they came from and what they

do.

We have a holiday home in Taupo, which has become our favourite place to

spend time when we can, but we have also bought a caravan, and my wife

Melva and I enjoy visiting places around both islands.

Amongst the many wonderful events we have been involved in, two stand out

for me. Rotary supports annual polio immunisation programmes in the last

three polio-affected countries. It was with pleasure that Melva and I joined with

some thousands of other volunteers from UNICEF, World Health, and Indian

Health officials to immunise children across India. We were allocated a poorer

area of Firozabad city in India, which was located close to the Taj Mahal. I

remember with tears putting the first drop of vaccine in a baby’s mouth, thinking

if only Dad, who had suffered from the effects of having had polio, had had the

vaccine we would have lived a different life.

The second memorable experience was attending as the New Zealand

representative the International Conference on Corporate Social Responsibility,

which was based in Vatican City in Rome. There were 22 countries

represented, and the most amazing conversations held. We stayed in an

apartment in Vatican City, which allowed us freedom to explore both the Vatican

and Rome.

In my early days, I was a Jaycee, which nurtured in me a sense of social



responsibility, so it was natural to move from them to Rotary, which has

provided so many opportunities to grow and to develop skills that have proved

invaluable in my career. I mentioned the Polio Immunisation programme led by

Rotary. We celebrated 50 years as a Rotary Club in Tawa in 2020, and as a

commemoration of that, we are ready to build a Peace Labyrinth in Coronation

Park, where people can take time out to reflect and have a peaceful place to

walk around. Construction is to start on 25th July – weather dependent. Over

its 50+ years of existence in Tawa, Rotary has been involved in raising

significant funds to help the community and also, actively building parks, play

areas, and places for people to enjoy.

Over the next 10 years, I want to spend more time with my wife and wider

family, visiting our favourite places and those that we have not been to before.

NEXT TRA MEETING

The Tawa Residents’ Association's monthly meetings are open to the public.

Feel free to come along. We are always open to new people joining the

committee, helping out, or sharing ideas. 

We meet upstairs at the Tawa Squash Club on the second Monday every other

month, at 7.30 p.m. The next meeting is August 12.

You can find the agenda on our website here: https://tawa.org.nz/tra-meetings/.

We look forward to meeting you!

Miriam, Monique, Peter, Richard, Susan, and Tim.

Monique
The Tawa Residents' Association
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