Abel Tasman Coast Track

Newsletter Four 27 October 2022

This newsletter is the fourth and final in a series of updates for community members,
concessionaires and other stakeholders on the progress of repairs to the Abel Tasman Coast
Track Great Walk after the severe rainstorm in August 2022.

Kia ora koutou

Dry weather over the past few weeks has allowed great progress to be made on repairing
damage to the Abel Tasman Coast Track. The Marahau to Anchorage section of the track
opened fully last week, and this week we have reopened the Tonga Quarry to Onetahuti
Track. The only section still closed is the high tide track between Anchorage and Torrent
Bay.

With only this one small section of the track still closed, and low tide options available so
the public can avoid the area, this will be the last of the fortnightly Abel Tasman Coast Track
repair update newsletters. If further updates are needed one-off newsletters will be provided.

Labour Weekend saw an influx of visitors and it was good to see people continuing to enjoy
the park coast, walking where they can and going by water taxi, cruise and kayak. People are
also staying overnight in the huts and campsites.

We're very appreciative of the hard work and efforts of our contractors - Downers and Abel
Tasman Sea Shuttle - together with our DOC staff to get the Coast Track repaired and fully
open as quickly as possible. We have also appreciated the support shown and thank you for
your patience.
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Some temporary alterations have been made to concession contracts to allow for water taxi
transport outside the normal concession conditions while the high tide track between
Anchorage and Torrent Bay remains closed.

We're continuing to work with Nelson Regional Development Agency (NRDA) and Tasman
District Council (TDC), alongside our Abel Tasman operators, to make sure the message is
out that the Abel Tasman Coast Track is open.

Open

e Marahau to Anchorage (Coast Track)

e Pitt Head loop track

e Low tide crossing Anchorage to Torrent Bay
e Torrent Bay to Wainui

Closed

High tide track Anchorage to Torrent Bay, including Cleopatra’s Pool Track and the inland
Falls River track.

<

Repair work in Marahau to Anchorage section, and end condition of track

Progress

Marahau to Anchorage - Open

The recent spell of dry weather meant rapid progress in the Astrolabe section could
continue (Coquille to Anchorage). This section of track reopened last week Friday just in
time for the long weekend.

Tonga Quarry to Onetahuti - Open

The additional contractors brought into establish the ‘new’ rerouted track in this section
were able to work quickly and finished this week. A small amount of tidy up work will be
completed by our rangers but the track is now open.



Anchorage to Torrent Bay

Low-tide crossing - open
Torrent Bay estuary can be crossed within two hours either side of low tide.

High-tide crossing - closed

The high tide track between Anchorage and Torrent Bay has a significant slip just south of
the Torrent River Bridge, and another large slip on the Anchorage side of the high tide track.
A new route on the Anchorage side has been identified. Diggers are being relocated into
this section by helicopter this week.

This new route will be established in about two weeks, and a poled route fording the Torrent
River will allow people to cross four hours either side of low tide. When this has been
established the track to Cleopatras Pool will also be open.

Further geotechnical analysis of the last major slip next to the Torrent Bridge will determine
whether a new bridge is needed. However, the poled Torrent River ford and the low tide
options are suitable for this summer season.

Left: Upcomg poled ford crossing over Torrent River, photo taken half an hour before a 4 meter high tide.
With crossing set 2 hours either side of high tide the water level should be around ankle height.
Right: New track between Tonga Quarry and Onetahuti beach.

Contact us

This newsletter is being sent by email to mana whenua iwi, community members,
concessionaires, local businesses, and other stakeholders with an interest in the Abel
Tasman Coast Track and Abel Tasman National Park. It is produced by the DOC Motueka
team.

We hope you find the content useful. If you have feedback, suggestions for what could be
included in future newsletters, or other people who may want to be added to the distribution
list, please contact us: hforsey@doc.govt.nz




